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ASOCIACIÓN CIVIL PAZ ACTIVA TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Asociación Civil Paz Activa   [Active Peace Civil Association].
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Asociación Civil Paz Activa in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.  
1. Background
Asociación Civil Paz Activa (Paz Activa) is a nongovernmental organization that was established on May 19, 2000 in Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, with a mission to promote conflict resolution and citizen security in that country through mediation and alternative arbitration and implementation of proposals for strengthening citizenship and peaceful coexistence.
Paz Activa has four main projects: 1) National Road Safety Observatory; 2) Successful Experiences in Peaceful Coexistence and Citizen Security; 3) Regional Observatory on Transnational Organized Crime; and 4) Legislative Monitor.
In October 2012, Paz Activa partnered with Fundación Seguros Caracas to launch the National Road Safety Observatory (OSV) project, which monitors road safety and public policies implemented, by creating indicators to measure factors affecting road safety and by publishing reports on this subject. In 2008, Paz Activa launched the Successful Experiences in Citizen Security project, seeking to raise visibility of public policies implemented with regard to citizen security at the regional and local levels in Venezuela. In 2012, that project was executed in Carabobo (Comprehensive Violence Reduction Project); Zulia (Sculptures for Peace Project); and the Capital District (Children's and Youth Brigades in Prevention and Security Project).
With respect to the Transnational Organized Crime Observatory (ODOT) project, Paz Activa provides indicators and recommendations, and investigates illicit drug routes so as to help combat organized crime from a human rights perspective.
Through its Legislative Monitor project, Paz Activa monitors parliamentary activity and bills approved and under discussion, in order to promote interest among the population in the work of the National Assembly. Paz Activa recommended that the National Assembly's Standing Committee on Domestic Policy approve the Firearms and Ammunition Control and Disarmament Bill and amend the Law against Organized Crime. Those laws were enacted by the executive branch in Venezuela. 
Under the same program, in April 2013 Paz Activa launched the Reasons to Believe: 10 Initiatives for Venezuela project, which seeks to propose a regulatory framework for building a peaceful and democratic society for citizens. It presented a bill on Compensation for Victims of Homicide and Kidnapping and a bill on Second Chance, Rescue, and Protection for Youth at Risk of Violence.
Paz Activa has provided the judiciary in Venezuela with advisory services, through meetings, papers, and workshops on access to justice and peaceful coexistence. It has also advised the mayor's offices of Chacao, El Hatillo, Sucre, and Metropolitan Caracas; as well as the offices of the governors of the states of Venezuela, on matters related to crime prevention and citizen security.
In May 2012, it signed an agreement with the Municipal Department of Justice of the Office of the Mayor of Chacao to ensure access to justice, security, mediation, and social coexistence by organizing conflict resolution workshops for public officials and for the community in general. 
In July 2012, Paz Activa participated in the Third Meeting of Justices of the Peace to discuss the move from Justice of the Peace to Justice of Community Peace, with the entry into force of the Organic Law on the Special Jurisdiction of Justice of Community Peace. Likewise, in May 2013 a forum entitled "From Justice of the Peace to Justice of the Community Peace" was held. It discussed the repealed Organic Law on Justices of the Peace and the Organic Law on Justices of Community Peace highlighting the functions and powers of Justices of the Peace, what they are forbidden to do, and how they are chosen.
Paz Activa delivers courses on alternative justice, conflict resolution, public defense, the penal system, and access to justice. In October 2012, it partnered with civil society organization Agora to hold a forum on Reflections for Social Coexistences, which brought together social experts who discussed the results of the presidential elections. In March 2013, Paz Activa organized the “Seminar:  Laws Needed for Citizen Security,” where experts in this subject spoke about the Prisons System Law and penal code reform.

Paz Activa attended the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in Antigua, Guatemala, from June 4 to 6, 2013.

The organization carries out its activities through projects financed by Fundación Seguros Caracas, the European Union, and the Science and Technology and Innovation Fund of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Paz Activa submitted its application for registration with the OAS on January 27, 2013. 
2. Name, address, and date of establishment
Name of Organization:

Asociación Civil Paz Activa
Address:
Av. José Félix Sosa, Edificio ANAVIC. Piso 4, Oficina 43, Municipio Chacao, Estado Miranda, 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Telephone:


+58 212 265 7316
E-mail address:


gestion.pazactiva@gmail.com
Website:


www.pazactiva.org.ve
Executive Director:

Luis Ernesto Cedeño Villalba
Date established:

May 19, 2000
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Paz Activa is actively engaged in consolidating peaceful coexistence and citizen security in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela through conflict resolution, peace and human development programs. The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that may be of interest to the OAS include:
· Strengthening the government’s institutional capacity to handle public security issues, by doing research, submitting public policy proposals, and organizing training exercises on access to justice and peaceful settlement of conflicts for government officials; and
· Promoting citizen participation in the process of public policy design, by collaborating with other civil society organizations to monitor the activities of the legislative branch and implementation of existing public security laws.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS
Paz Activa proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Providing the Permanent Council’s Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) with information on issues related to transnational organized crime, transparency in conventional weapons acquisitions, illicit arms trafficking, confidence-building, and crime and violence prevention;
· Submitting recommendations to the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA);
· Sharing with the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security best practices and information on citizen security and on successful programs to combat transnational organized crime;
· Offering the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) support on the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators so as to strengthen the justice system and provide access thereto; 
· Collaborating with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) to monitor implementation of the mandates in declaration AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-0/13), “Antigua Guatemala Declaration – For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas;” and
· Sharing best practices with the Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DSDSM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) related to their programs on conflict prevention, management, and resolution.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General, dated January 27, 2013)
· Articles of incorporation
· Statutes
· Institutional mission statement
· 2013 Annual Activities Report
· 2013 financial statements (signed  by Rosalinda Sánchez, CPA)
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