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ANALYSIS OF THE APPLICATION BY FUNDACIÓN CONTEMPORÁNEA TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Fundación Contemporánea.
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by Fundación Contemporánea in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background
Fundación Contemporánea was established in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on June 10, 1992, with the purpose of promoting human and social development and providing political and social leadership training. It also monitors and seeks to influence public policies on human rights promotion, with particular emphasis on protection of the family and the right to life.
In carrying out its programs, Fundación Contemporánea pursues specific core lines of action, including strategic thinking, human development, and leadership training.
In the area of strategic thinking, Fundación Contemporánea fosters the discussion and formulation of projects and reports in the areas of international security and policy; defense; and the family. In 2012, it organized 16 seminars on the above issues and prepared 10 reports that dealt variously with maternal health, maternity, fertility assistance, international law, Civil Code reform, and gender violence, which it distributed among lawmakers and experts with the aim of strengthening its influence and promoting social awareness of the right to life. It also presented to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights a document containing its recommendations on Human Rights Council resolution 21/3 “Promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms through a better understanding of traditional values of humankind:  best practices.” 
In the area of human development, Fundación Contemporánea engages in research and training on microcredit mechanisms with the aim of boosting employment and social inclusion for vulnerable groups. It prepared a microcredit program implementation handbook for nongovernmental organizations and other social actors. As part of its citizen training program, in the second half of 2012 and the first of of 2013 it organized eight youth awareness workshops on citizen participation, human rights, and trafficking in persons, benefiting more than 40 students. Furthermore, from 2006 to 2010 it teamed up with the Ministry of Social Development of Argentina to implement the Programa Nacional de Microcrédito para la Economía Social (a nationwide microcredit program for cooperative enterprise projects) in the provinces of Mendoza, San Juan, and Santa Cruz, supporting microcredit projects through training for civil society organizations in their management.
In the area of leadership training, in 2012 Fundación Contemporánea implemented the Leadership School Program (Programa Escuela de Dirigentes) in the city of Buenos Aires and the Province of Córdoba. The program, which targets young people, includes five modules: education models, foreign policy, federalism, social development, and territoriality. It also implemented, in partnership with Universidad Católica Argentina, a University Program on Political and Social Leadership (Programa Universitario de Liderazgo Político y Social) with the aim of providing training to future leaders on topics relating to foreign policy, international economics, and social development. The Program includes visits to public-sector agencies and interviews with government officials, lawmakers, and executives at public and private-sector institutions, and is intended for all second- to fifth-year students at the Universidad Católica Argentina, regardless of their course.
Fundación Contemporánea finances its activities with contributions from its members and projects funded by Telefónica Argentina, Nobleza Picardo, and Agroindustrias El Nihuil.
Fundación Contemporánea applied for registration with the OAS on January 14, 2013.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name:
Fundación Contemporánea
Address: 

Moreno 431, Tercer Piso (C109AAI)
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Telephone:

+54 11 4331-6006
E-mail address:

info@fcontemporanea.org.ar
Website

www.fcontemporanea.org.ar
President:

Gonzalo Santamarina
Date established: 
June 10, 1992
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Fundación Contemporánea promotes and defends the right to life and the rights of the family, and fosters human development among young people. The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that may be of interest to the OAS include:
· Promoting human development for young people through national workshops, training programs, and campaigns to strengthen training for youth leaders; 
· Follow-up on public policies on the right to life and family protection, as well as those that strengthen human rights and promote microcredit; and
· Promotion and defense of human rights for women in vulnerable circumstances.
4. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
Fundación Contemporánea would like to work with the OAS in the following areas:
· Providing information and studies to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights regarding the situation of human rights, with particular emphasis on the right to life and family protection in Argentina.
· Assisting the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in its mission to promote and protect the rights of women and to implement the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará";
· Supporting the work of the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in the area of micro, small and medium-sized enterprise (MSMEs); and

· Contributing to the programs of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DHDEC) of SEDI aimed at promoting employment and education for young people, especially the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated January 14, 2013
· Articles of Incorporation
· Statutes
· Mission statement
· Activity report for 2012
· 2012 financial statements (signed by Gonzalo Santamarina, President of Fundación Contemporánea; Javier Tarulla, Secretary of Fundación Contemporánea;  Juan Miguel Bestani, Treasurer of Fundación Contemporánea; and Gustavo Masseto, Public Accountant)
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