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ANALYSIS OF THE APPLICATION BY ASOCIACIÓN DE CUBANOS AFRODESCENDIENTES, AFROCARIBEÑOS Y AFROHISPANOS EN ESPAÑA (AFROHISPANOS) 
TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS 

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Asociación de Cubanos Afrodescendientes, Afrocaribeños y Afrohispanos en España (Afrohispanos) [Association of Afro-Cuban, Afro-Caribbean and Afro-Hispanic Peoples in Spain].
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, and includes a summary and a list of documentation presented by Asociación de Cubanos Afrodescendientes, Afrocaribeños y Afrohispanos en España (Afrohispanos) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Asociación de Cubanos Afrodescendientes, Afrocaribeños y Afrohispanos en España (Afrohispanos) is a nongovernmental organization established on June 23, 2008 in Madrid, Spain, with a mission to use education to promote human rights and fight racial discrimination, xenophobia, and all forms of intolerance.

Afrohispanos participates in international conferences to promote the rights of people of African descent and to monitor implementation of the agreements under the Declaration of the World Conference against Racism, Xenophobia, Racial Discrimination and Related Intolerance, adopted in Durban, South Africa, in 2001. 

In 2012, Afrohispanos partnered with Active Africa to organize the First International Symposium of Experts on People of African Descent in Europe. It brought together a variety of experts from governments, international organizations, civil society, and academia in Europe and Latin America—including Brazil, Colombia, United States, and Panama—to discuss the situation of people of African descent and the African diaspora and to share best practices in Europe and other regions of the world, the aim being to raise awareness about human rights, economic development, and social inclusion for those groups within their countries. 

Afrohispanos is currently serving as executive secretariat for the World Summit of Peoples of African Descent (AFROMADRID 2014), to be staged in Madrid, Spain, in 2014 under the main theme, "Values ​​education for development, justice, and recognition of peoples of African descent." That conference will bring together representatives of governments, international organizations, civil society organizations, and academia to discuss and decide on concrete proposals to promote education, development, and justice for people of African descent. Afrohispanos presented this initiative to the Permanent Council's Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) at its meeting of April 25, 2013. 

Afrohispanos has also concluded agreements with various civil society organizations of the Americas to support coordination of AFROMADRID 2014. Those CSOs include Fundación Anna Perena and Movimiento Nacional Cimarrón in Colombia, Associação dos Agentes de Pastoral Negros of Brazil, and Secretaría Ejecutiva de la Etnia Negra of the Republic of Panama.
Afrohispanos organized the First International Symposium of Experts on People of African Descent in Europe with financial support from the City of Madrid, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and Africa Active, and with funds from the members of the Afrohispanos Board of Directors.

Afrohispanos submitted its application to be registered with the OAS on April 25, 2013.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:
Asociación de Cubanos Afrodescendientes, Afrocaribeños y Afrohispanos en España (Afrohispanos)
Address: 

Pso. De la Chopera, 317, 3ºB



Alcobendas 28100



Madrid, Spain
Telephone:

+34 690 21 52 33
E-mail address:

doctorponce@afrohispanos.org; yotance@afrohispanos.org 
Website:

www.afrohispanos.org
President:

Guillermo Ponce Morales
Date established:
June 23, 2008
3.
Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Afrohispanos is engaged in promoting human rights and development for peoples of African descent.  The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that may be of interest to the OAS include:
· Cooperation with governments, academia, and civil society to raise awareness about the situation of people of African descent and contribute to their political, economic, social, and cultural development; and
· Influencing public policy by organizing conferences with government and non-government officials, on the situation of people of African descent, racial non-discrimination, and implementation of the commitments undertaken in the Durban Declaration.
4.
Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

Afrohispanos proposes to support the OAS in the following areas:
· Providing information to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and against Racial Discrimination;
· Promoting the Inter-American Convention against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, adopted at the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly;
· Sharing best practices and experiences with the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, regarding implementation of the Project for Incorporating the Issue of People of African Descent into the Policies and Programs of the OAS and the Project to Train Leaders of African Descent in the Americas; and
· Providing the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) with recommendations on preserving the cultural heritage of people of African descent in the Americas, in cooperation with the Department of Economic and Social Development of the Executive Secretariat for the Integral Development.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated April 25, 2013
· Articles of Incorporation
· Statutes
· Mission statement
· Report on the First International Symposium of Experts on Populations of African Descent in Europe
· Activities Report (March to August 2013)
· 2012 financial statements (signed by Guillermo Ponce, President, and Yolanda Atance Torre, Secretary of Afrohispanos)
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