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Distinguished Chair, Distinguished Delegates: 
I am honored to be here today, at this meeting of the CISC, to present you with the periodic report on activities carried out by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to support and strengthen the Summits process. 
My presentation will focus on four broad areas:  1) Activities to support states; 2) Activities related to implementation and follow-up of mandates from the Summits; 3) Activities related to the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG); and 4) Activities related to participation by social actors in Summits process. 
ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT STATES
The ministerial-level meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group was held in La Antigua, Guatemala, this past June, as part of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly. This meeting was convened pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02) and fulfilled the objective of updating the foreign ministers on progress made by JSWG institutions and by states in implementing Summits mandates. The member states were also updated on Volume VI: Official Documents from the Summits of the Americas - From Port of Spain (2009) to Cartagena de Indias (2012), which preserves the institutional memory of the Summit process. 
The Summits Secretariat has been working with the delegation of Panama, which chairs the process, on preparations for the Seventh Summit and on laying the groundwork in terms of logistics and preparation needs. Over the next few months the Secretariat will seek to prepare, together with the delegation of Panama, a 2014-2015 work plan outlining activities to be carried out in preparation for the Seventh Summit of the Americas. 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO IMPLEMENTATION AND FOLLOW-UP OF MANDATES FROM THE SUMMITS
In recent months, the Summits Secretariat has focused its energies on continued strengthening of the process of follow-up and implementation of Summits mandates. 
Against that backdrop, it has been working with the Joint Summit Working Group to identify concrete initiatives pursuant to the mandates from the Sixth Summit. The Summits Secretariat has prepared a matrix of the initiatives identified and reported by JSWG institutions, to facilitate reporting on what it has been doing to implement the mandates from the Sixth Summit. The aim is for the institutions to find points of agreement and identify synergies between programs and actions they have been undertaking and to collaborate so as to be able to strengthen mandates implementation efforts. 
This information matrix complements the Sixth Summit Implementation Program launched in September 2012, to provide information about specific programs in execution to fulfill the Summit objectives and turn political decisions into action. 
The Summits Secretariat has also continued to update the SISCA–Summit of the Americas Follow-Up System–with information submitted on reports by the states, pursuant to the mandates. I would like to take this opportunity, Distinguished Chair, to once again encourage states to submit their national reports on implementation of the Summits mandates as soon as possible. The Summits Secretariat is available to assist states with the presentation of this information, and this includes support in using the SISCA. 
JSWG-RELATED ACTIVITIES
Besides supplementing information related to implementation of the mandates from the Sixth Summit, several JSWG meetings were held to strengthen this Group's role during the Summits process follow-up stage. 
This past May, a JSWG meeting was convened to present the institutions with the Report on the Problem of Drugs in the Americas. At that meeting, the JSWG was presented with the publication “From Cartagena Forward,” which contains a series of essays on the themes of the Sixth Summit, written by the heads of the 11 JSWG institutions. This publication reaffirms the importance of intersectoral collaboration to solve problems in our Hemisphere, thus reinforcing the JSWG's role in the Summits process. I am pleased to share this publication with you today. 
In May, the JSWG also met with United States Undersecretary of State Ms. Wendy Sherman and other senior State Department officials to present the initiatives being pursued by the institutions with respect to the issues of the Sixth Summit, and thus to strengthen international cooperation in implementing those mandates. Arising from this meeting, where particular interest was expressed in security issues, in September the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group were again invited to a meeting with the United States Department of State Executive Committee to coordinate public security issues in the Western Hemisphere to share with this group and provide an update on initiatives and programs being pursued by JSWG institutions on the issue of public security and organized crime,  with a view to finding synergies and opportunities for cooperation. 
In a bid to further strengthen the JSWG's role in the process, the Summits Secretariat has been working with the JSWG to incorporate into the efforts of international agencies follow-up on ministerial and high-level meetings. On the sidelines of the annual meeting of the Inter-American Competitiveness Network and the Seventh Competitiveness Forum of the Americas, held in Panama earlier this month under the theme "Infrastructure and Technology Shaping Today's Country," a meeting of the JSWG was called to share specifically on initiatives being pursued on infrastructure and ICTs–two central issues of the Sixth Summit. JSWG institutions later took part in meetings of the RIAC and Competitiveness Forum of the Americas. 
We are also hoping to be able to report progress made by JSWG institutions in the labor and public security ministerial meetings to be held in Colombia next November. 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY AND OTHER SOCIAL ACTORS
With regard to the participation of civil society and other social actors, I am pleased to inform the CISC that the Summits Secretariat has continued to promote the use of the Summits Virtual Community as a consultative and inclusive tool for promoting participation by civil society and other social actors in all OAS activities. To that end, the Summits Secretariat is currently working with the Office of the Assistant Secretary General on a virtual forum related to the Youth Conference of the Americas 2013: "Youth in Action." This forum, which will remain active until November 5, seeks to complement discussions that will take place under the purview of the Conference, the focus of which is "The Responsible Use of Technology:  Democracy and Privacy in a Modern World" and "Game Changers of the Americas:  Making profits while making a difference."
The Summits Secretariat has also been collaborating with the OAS Department of Public Security on a virtual forum to prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-IV), scheduled for November 21-22, 2013 in Medellín.  The purpose of this forum is to provide civil society representatives an opportunity to share ideas and experiences, as well as to provide the OAS member states ideas and proposals related to the theme of MISPA-IV, “International Cooperation." The Summits Secretariat is now finalizing the details with the Department of Public Security and hopes to launch that forum soon.  
Finally, the Summits Secretariat is also providing the OAS Department of International Affairs support to hold a virtual consultation with civil society representatives and social actors through the Summits Virtual Community to contribute to the discussions being undertaken by the Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS. 
CONCLUSION
The Summits Secretariat will continue its work preserving the institutional memory of the Summits process; assist states with the Summits process, which includes assisting the host country with the work involved in chairing the process; facilitate follow-up on Summits mandates; provide the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) with technical support; coordinate activities of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG); coordinate the participation of social actors in the Summits process; and strengthen linkages between the Summit and the various inter-American ministerial processes.
To complement all of these activities, the Summits Secretariat has continued its work preserving the institutional memory of the Summits process.  The website and other information and communication tools are also constantly updated to keep the states, the institutions, and all stakeholders involved in the Summits process informed about the progress and work being done to strengthen the process.
Thank you very much.
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