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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY ASOCIACIÓN COLOMBIANA DE PADRES CON HIJOS ESPECIALES TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Asociación Colombiana de Padres con Hijos Especiales [Colombian Association of Parents of Special Children] (ACPHES).
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Asociación Colombiana de Padres con Hijos Especiales (ACPHES) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background
Asociación Colombiana de Padres con Hijos Especiales (ACPHES) is a nonprofit organization that was founded in Bogotá, Colombia, on April 8, 1998. The mission of the ACPHES is to provide support to persons with disabilities and their families, enabling them to fulfill their life plans, promoting a more equitable, fair, and mutually supportive society.
The ACPHES has centered its efforts on implementing education programs and projects designed to contribute to the integral development of persons with disabilities, their families, and care givers. The organization also acts as a consultative body for policymakers on issues relating to disabilities at the district and national level.
With the help of families that belong to the organization, ACPHES establishes citizen watchdog groups that exercise societal oversight of contractual and legal processes, safeguarding the interests of families of persons with cognitive disabilities.
ACPHES is a member of the Network of Experts on Disability [Red de Expertos de Discapacidad], the Sectoral Liaison Group of the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of Colombia [Grupo de Enlace Sectorial del Ministerio de Salud y Protección Social de la República de Colombia], and leader of the National Panel on Disability [Mesa Nacional de Discapacidad]. ACPHES is funded through membership fees paid by 400 families belonging to the organization.
ACPHES submitted its application to the OAS on August 27, 2013.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name of Organization:
Asociación Colombiana de Padres con Hijos Especiales
Address:
Calle 186 # 7 A 57, Bogotá, Colombia
Telephone:
(57-1) 678-8009
Fax:
(57-1) 678-8009
E-mail address:
internacional@fphv.org
 HYPERLINK "http://" Website:
Apches@apches.org
President:
Jenny Gómez Castelblanco
Date established:
March 4, 1998
3.
Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
ACPHES works for the integral development of persons with disabilities and their families, helping to build a more equal and inclusive society. The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· Contributing to the defense of the families and caregivers of persons with some form of disability in legal proceedings.
· Engaging in societal oversight through citizen watchdog groups supported by the organization in areas where the rights of children and adults with cognitive disabilities, their families, and caregivers might be violated;
· Working with other organizations to influence decision-makers in relation to compliance with public policies and international treaties on disability-related issues; 
· Holding training workshops for teachers on topics to do with educational inclusion for persons with disabilities in order to further observance of inclusive public policies on disabilities, as well as being a useful instrument for accomplishing the purposes of the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities; and
· Carrying out awareness campaigns to promote restitution of rights and social inclusion for persons with disabilities.
4.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
ACPHES is interested in supporting OAS activities in the following areas:
· Reporting on the human rights situation of persons with disabilities for the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR);
· Supporting the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment through implementation of vocational training programs to help persons with disabilities find employment opportunities;
· Cooperating with the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (SLA) by following up on Colombia's obligations under the Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, August 27, 2013
· Mission statement
· Articles of Incorporation
· Record of Adoption of the Statute
· Annual report 2012, 2013
· Financial Statements for 2012
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