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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY THE BRAZILIAN BAR ASSOCIATION
 TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the Brazilian Bar Association [Ordem dos Advogados do Brasil] (OAB), a civil society organization.
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by the OAB in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

The OAB is a nongovernmental association of lawyers that was founded in Sao Paolo, Brazil, on December 14, 1931. Its purpose is to protect the law, human rights and social justice by ensuring observance of due process, the correct application of the law, prompt administration of justice, and legal institutions. 

The OAB is composed of professional lawyers, legal associations, and law students. It is under the overall direction of its Federal Council, the Association's highest organ. It also has sectional councils, which have jurisdiction over the various states throughout Brazil.

The OAB has different national and special committees that are active in such areas as access to justice, public defender offices, support for lawyers at the start of their careers, defense of the Republic and democracy, defense of privileges, environmental law, international relations, human and social rights, and others.
Since its inception, the OAB has worked to influence public policies that protect the rule of law and prevent violations of legal standards recognized in the Constitution. One of the OAB's most prominent activities is its political lobbying for the passage of the Clean Record Act, which the OAB designed with the aim of preventing people with criminal convictions from running for public office.
The OAB provides external advisory services to the Brazilian government on different issues of national interest as a way of offering it alternatives in implementing policy reforms. It also acted as amicus curiae before the Superior Court of Justice in actions to ensure protection and equality for women in accordance with the Maria de Penha Act, which seeks to uphold women's constitutional rights.
The OAB organizes training programs, conferences, seminars, and other events in different areas of interest with the aim of advancing and protecting human rights, social justice, and democracy.
The OAB is funded through dues paid by the lawyers that make up its membership. It receives no funding from the State.
The OAB submitted its application to the OAS on December 7, 2012.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment
Name of Organization:
Ordem dos Advogados do Brasil [Brazilian Bar Association] (OAB)
Address:
Saus Quadra 5 Lote 1 Bloco M – 

Brasilia DF, CEP 70070-939

Brazil
Telephone:
+55 (61) 2193-9600
Fax:
+55 (61) 2193-9652
E-mail address:

ri@oab.org.br

Website:

www.oab.org.br 
President:
Marcus Vinicius Furtado Coelho
General Secretary:
Cláudio Pereira De Souza Neto
Date established:
December 14, 1931
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The OAB works for the advancement and protection of the law, human rights, the Constitution, and social justice. The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that may be of interest to the OAS include:
· Advocacy for the promotion and protection of the human rights of children, people of African descent, gender identity, persons deprived of liberty, and other vulnerable groups through campaigns, meetings, and seminars. Influencing the design of public policies that encourage transparency, democracy, and observance of the Constitution.
· Protecting the right of access to justice and a fair trial of those in need through the administration of justice and development of alternative conflict resolution methods, while safeguarding their basic rights.
· Receiving through its National Committee on Human Rights complaints and information concerning human rights violations in Brazil; and
· Providing training to students and civil servants in the region with a view to raising awareness and inculcating observance of the rights and obligations of citizens with respect to social matters.
4. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
The OAB is interested in supporting OAS activities in the following areas:
· Presenting reports to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and its rapporteurs as a contribution to safeguarding human rights in the region.
· Experience-sharing and technical cooperation among the thematic committees of the OAB and the OAS on issues concerning human rights, international law, access to justice, democracy, environment, integral development, and international affairs;
· Supporting the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) by reporting on implementation of the commitments adopted by Brazil, with the aim of harmonizing its laws with the Convention.
· Taking part in hemispheric discussions by contributing to the recommendations presented by civil society to OAS member states during activities such as the General Assembly, meetings of the Permanent Council, ministerial meetings, and specialized conferences.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated December 7, 2012
· Articles of Incorporation 
· Statutes
· Mission statement
· Annual report 2010-2013 
· Financial statements for 2011 and 2012 (signed by the President, Ophir Cavalcante Junior; the Treasurer, Miguel Angelo Cancado; the Accountant, Renato Pereira Da Cunha; and the Accounts Assistant, Jose Mauricio Rios)
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