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ANALYSIS OF THE APPLICATION BY CENTRO MEXICANO DE DESARROLLO AMBIENTAL TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Centro Mexicano de Desarrollo Ambiental [Mexican Environmental Development Center], (CEMDA).
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Centro Mexicano de Desarrollo Ambiental in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

Centro Mexicano de Desarrollo Ambiental (CEMDA) is a civil society organization with no political affiliation. Its mission is to promote the right to, and defense of, a healthy environment through legislation and public policies and by verifying compliance with them.

CEMDA was constituted as a civil society organization on December 17, 1993, in response to the development, actual implementation, and improvement of environmental law as an effective means of protecting Mexico's environment and natural resources in both urban and rural areas. In terms of scope, it works at the local, municipal, state, regional, national, and even international levels. 

CEMDA's objectives are: commitment to the environment, natural resources, and the rule of law in environmental matters; to work on behalf of others, the environment, and threatened natural resources from an environmental law perspective; and to encourage young attorneys who are increasingly drawn to that perspective.

In 2011, CEMDA was rated one of the top 30 important environmental think tanks by Pennsylvania University's Global Go To Think Tanks Rankings.

CEMDA helped draft Mexico City's first environmental law, adopted by the Assembly of Representatives of the Federal District in 1994, at the behest of the National Forestry Commission and the first draft of what is today the General Sustainable Forestry Development Act. It also participated in the analysis and research for the diagnostic assessment regarding the legal and institutional framework for nature tourism in Chiapas and Oaxaca.

CEMDA finances its activities with funds from national institutions such as the Government of the State of Mexico and from Fundación Carlos Slim A.C., Fundación Chrysler, Bimbo, C.A., among others. It also receives foreign grants from organizations such as International Community Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Summit Foundation, and so on. 
CEMDA applied for registration with the OAS on March 18, 2014.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment
Name of Organization:
Centro Mexicano de Desarrollo Ambiental
Address:


Atlixco 138, Colonia Condesa, Del. Benito Juárez




Mexico City, Mexico
Telephone:


+52 55 5286-3323
Fax:



+52 55 5211-2593
E-mail address:


galanis@cemda.org.mx
Director General:

Gustavo Alanis Ortega
Date established:

December 17, 1993
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
CEMDA works to promote and defend environmental rights. The main areas of activity and contributions of the CSO that may be of interest to the OAS include:
· Defense of the right to a healthy environment through defense, promotion, and training activities on behalf of indigenous and small-farmer communities, decision-makers, and government officials;
· Promotion of environmental education in general, with a view to raising awareness of the importance of environmental laws and the defense of those laws;
· Research, teaching, and legal practice focused on improving, implementing, and developing environmental law and the dissemination of relevant information on the subject for the general public; and
· Conducts seminars, chats, and conferences aimed at fostering knowledge of, compliance with, and enforcement of environmental laws.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS
CEMDA would like to work with the OAS in the following areas:
· Assisting the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) through research, the presentation of reports, and the promotion and dissemination of programs and activities in support of women's rights;
· Taking part as speakers in OAS dissemination programs, especially the OAS policy round table discussions, and sharing best practices and experiences on the subject of environmental law;
· Contributing to the fulfillment of the objectives of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), especially the Department of Sustainable Development, by exchanging research, best practices, and lessons learned.
· Taking part in hemispheric discussions by contributing to the recommendations presented by civil society to OAS member states during activities such as the General Assembly, meetings of the Permanent Council, ministerial meetings, and specialized conferences.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General
· Articles of incorporation
· Statutes
· Activity report for 2013
· Audited Financial Statements for 2013
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