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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY JASS ASOCIADAS POR LO JUSTO
TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) JASS (Just Associates).

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by JASS (Just Associates) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

JASS (Just Associates) is a non-profit corporation founded in 2000 in Washington, D.C., with a Latin American Regional Office (JASS-Meso) located in Mexico. JASS’ objective is to strengthen the voice, visibility, and collective organizing power of women to create a fair, sustainable world.
JASS empowers, mobilizes and supports women activists to shape the theory, practice and policies to implement women’s rights and democratic change. 
JASS partners with grassroots women organizations in Central America and Mexico and provides them with the knowledge and abilities to form strategic alliances and leverage political influence at all levels of decision-making (national, regional and global) to effectively address women’s rights violations and promote gender-equality. 

JASS uses media to publish information and organize campaigns designed to amplify the visibility, appeal and reach of women´s rights agendas and the role of women´s movements in advancing democracy and justice. JASS also works on promoting and defending the rights of women living with HIV/AIDS in the region. 

JASS implements its projects with financing from Hivos, OAK Foundation, Channel Foundation, Fund for Global Human Rights, MamaCash, Angelica Foundation, Tides Foundation, General Services Foundation, Seattle International Foundation, Individuals Donors and Institutional Contributions. 
JASS applied for registration with the OAS on July 23, 2014. 

Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
JASS (Just Associates) 
Address:


2040 S St, NW 3rd Floor
Washington, D.C. 20009 United States
Telephone:


+ (1) 202-232-1211
Fax:



+ (1) 202-232-4715
E-mail address:


cristinahf.jass@gmail.com; jass.meso@gmail.com 
Website:


http://www.justassociates.org/es/jass-mesoamerica 
Executive Director:
Lisa VeneKlasen 
Date of constitution:

October 10, 2000
2. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
JASS (Just Associates) empower women activists and strengthens women’s movements. The primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· Defends and promote women’s rights at all levels by submitting recommendations and statements to a number of international forums discussing human rights issues;; 
· Mobilizes alliances to effectively respond to violations of women’s rights and to advance gender equality; 
· Inducing the formulation of public policies that promote the exercise and full recognition of women’s rights their inclusion in decision making mechanisms through education programs, roundtables, cultural activities and information campaigns designed to raise awareness on the topic;

· Promotes the principles and follow-up on the implementation of the “Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, known as “Convention of Belém do Pará."
3. Identification of OAS work areas

JASS (Just Associates) offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Provide information to the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) and the Permanent Council on the situation of human rights in the region in the areas of sexual orientation, gender identity, and the follow-up of the Resolution AG/RES. 2863 (XLIV-O/14). “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity”. 
· Collaborate with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) on the promotion of and reporting on women's rights and gender equity and equality in the Americas; 
· Providing support to the IACHR and the CIM in disseminating and monitoring women’s rights in accordance with the “Convention of Belém do Pará”;

· Collaborate with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on the promotion and protection of human rights of people vulnerable to, living with, or affected by HIV/AIDS in the Americas; and
· Providing OAS member states with civil society recommendations regarding the Organization's activities, such as the General Assembly, Permanent Council meetings and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights periods of sessions.

4. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated July 23 2014
· Articles of Incorporation
· Statues
· Mission Statement 
· Annual Report 2013
· Financial States for 2012 and 2013 audited by Chaconas & Wilson, P.C.
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