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ANALYSIS OF THE APPLICATION FILED BY Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO)
TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations, to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO).
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by the Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO), in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned guidelines.
1. Background
Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO) is a non-profit organization founded on October 18, 1949, which works to promote the Colombian people’s integral development through a basic, comprehensive, Christian education, especially among adult farmers.  Its purpose is to defend and champion the human person from the perspective of truth and justice.
Its areas of activity include basic training and preparation for social and economic life, based on universal Christian values.
ACPO assisted a total of 5,701 persons in 2013, 53% of whom were men and 47% women.  By holding training workshops and providing financial services, ACPO helps indigenous women earn an income.  It builds schools of art and music for the farmers and conducts projects in infrastructure and training for coffee production.  On November 5, 2013, Acción Popular Cultural was included in UNESCO’s Regional Memory of the World Program.
ACPO has conducted a number of projects in computer literacy, leadership, society and participation, and human health, and values.  In the area of socioeconomic development, ACPO conducts projects on supply chains, income generation and partnership to promote farmers’ social and economic inclusion.
In the area of research and innovation, ACPO has projects in education and rural development; as for cross-cutting themes, ACPO conducts projects in environmental sustainability, peace building, human rights, gender equality and Christian values.  It also offers training services geared to social action, technical assistance, evaluation and generation of funds.
ACPO is funded by religious organizations like the Archdiocese of Tunja and by government agencies like the local mayoral offices, private agencies like the AES Chivor, international organizations like UNIMOS, Environmental Law for the Americas (AIDA) and Acción Global Sostenible, and educational institutions like the Fundación Universitaria Juan de Castellanos and the Universidad de Bogotá Jorge Tadeo Lozano.
ACPO filed its application with the OAS on July 24, 2014.
2. Name, address and date of establishment
Name of the organization:
Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO)
Address:


Calle 26B, 4a -45, Torre KLM, 2nd floor, 
Bogotá, Colombia
Telephone:


+571282 8582
E-mail:



acpo@fundacionacpo.org
Web address:


http://fundacionacpo.org/
President:


Germán Vallejo Salazar 

Legal Representative:

Kenny Lavacude Parra
Date established:

October 18, 1949
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO) operates on the basis of a number of principles of ethics and values such as dialogue, participation, autonomy, responsibility and innovation.  The following are among the organization’s primary areas of activity that could be of interest to the OAS:

· Developing programs to do more to strengthen the socio-economic position of Afro-descendant, mestiza, and indigenous women in order to protect and promote their human rights;
· Involving itself in educational and socioeconomic areas by using and disseminating information technologies, leadership building, training for the region’s farmers and installing infrastructure to enable them to work and earn an income;
· Promoting rational use of natural resources as a way to protect the environment.
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS 
The Acción Cultural Popular (ACPO) proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Making its contribution to the OAS’ efforts to promote integral development, especially implementation of educational and social development programs in partnership with the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education, the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) and the Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIE) of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to improve the most vulnerable groups’ access to education at all levels;
· Promoting civil society’s participation in the follow-up and implementation of the education-related mandates from the Summits of the Americas;
· Contributing to the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development and the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS), by enabling information-sharing and enhancing civil society’s participation in the areas of environmental law;
· Participating in the hemispheric debates on the subject that are open to civil society and offering recommendations to the OAS member states that will serve as input for events like the OAS General Assembly, meetings of the Permanent Council, CIDI and others.
5. Documents presented to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General
· Charter and Statutes
· Most recent performance report - 2013
· Mission statement
· 2013 financial statements (audited by public accountant Rubén D. Salazar Medina)
· Its legal personality at the present time
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