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OF THE GUIDELINES FOR THE PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
 IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

[Defensoría Militar]
ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY DEFENSORIA MILITAR
TO BE REGISTERED IN THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Defensoría Militar. 
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of the various items and documentation submitted by the Defensoría Militar in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

Defensoría Militar is a non-profit nongovernmental organization created in Bogotá, Colombia in 1996, for the purpose of providing members of the Colombian armed forces with access to justice, promoting and defending their human rights, and advocating for military victims and their families. 

Defensoría Militar has an observatory and a group called “A Thousand Victims of Conflict”, which compile and follow up on cases of military personnel whose human rights were violated, and provide advice on asserting their rights. 


Defensoría Militar provides technical, advisory, and educational advice to military personnel about their human rights and legal protection, and makes recommendations to the Colombian Congress on laws related to the armed forces, which it monitors through its Observatory on Military Legislation.

Defensoría Militar is financed through the contributions of its members, who give a percentage of their salaries to the operations of the institution and to help it achieve its goals.


Defensoría Militar submitted its request to the 
OAS on April 14, 2014.
2. Name, address and date of establishment of the CSO
Name of the organization:
Defensoría Militar
Address:


Calle 20C No. 44-30 
Bogotá, Colombia
Telephone:


(057-1) 369-9125
Fax:



(057-1) 369-9126
E-mail:



defensoriamilitar@gmail.com 
Web page:


www.defensoriamilitar.org 
Director:


Major General (Ret.) Hernando A. Ortiz Rodríguez 
Date of constitution:

April 10, 1996
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Defensoría Militar provides legal assistance to Colombian military personnel, and monitors their judicial protection and observance of their fundamental rights.  The organization’s principal areas of work and contributions that might be of interest to the OAS include:
· Promotes the defense of human rights and observance of international humanitarian law by members of the armed forces and the attorneys who advise them;
· Advocates for access to justice, with particular consideration for soldiers on patrol in isolated rural areas, providing them with free advice in their judicial proceedings; 
· Provides technical, consultative, and educational advice to members of the Colombian Army on subjects related to legal protection for military personnel, guidance on human rights and the rights of victims who are members of the armed forces and their families, doing work similar to that of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR), and
· Provides ongoing training to attorneys on the protection of human rights and observance of international humanitarian law, and serves as a major source of information on the subject.

4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS
Defensoría Militar proposes to cooperate with the OAS in the following areas:

· To support the work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), by providing information for the Inter-American Database on Terrorism Issues, and to highlight military personnel who have been victims of terrorism;
· To provide assistance to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) through research, presenting status reports, publicizing programs, and promoting human rights;

· To participate in hemispheric debates on the topic that are open to civil society, and to send recommendations to OAS member states as input for events such as the OAS General Assembly, meetings of the Permanent Council, and periods of sessions of the IACHR, among others.

5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the Secretary General

· Articles of Constitution
· Statute
· Annual report 2013

· Statement of institutional mission 

· Financial statements, 2013, audited by Edgar Efrén Montaño Forero, CPA
· Sources of financing.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP33582E04�








