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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY Sister Cities International TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Sister Cities International.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Sister Cities International in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

Sister Cities International is a not-for-profit network founded by U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower on September 11, 1956 at the White House Conference on Citizen Diplomacy, to become a hub for peace and prosperity through the creation of bonds between people from different cities and countries around the world. Through the establishment of links and the building of partnerships among people, Sister Cites International seeks to allow countries to celebrate and appreciate their differences to lessen the chances for new conflicts.

Sister Cities International has facilitated relationships based on cultural, educational, information and trade exchanges, through person-to-person “citizen diplomacy.”  Since its creation, Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush, Clinton, Bush, and now President Barack Obama have served as Honorary Chairmen of the network. 
Sister Cities International has continued to expand its reach to new and emerging regions of the world. Today, it focuses specifically on areas with significant opportunities for cultural and educational exchanges, economic partnerships, humanitarian assistance, research and development projects between cities and unites tens of thousands of citizen diplomats and volunteers in 545 communities with over 2,100 partnerships in 145 countries. 
The region of Latin American and the Caribbean represents 11% of all the partnerships of the network.
Sister Cities International receives funding from grants and contracts from the U.S. Government, private organizations and other grantors of direct and indirect program costs, as well as lines of credit from financial institutions.
Sister Cities International submitted its application to the OAS on February 6, 2015.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Sister Cities International
Address:
915 15th Street, NW, 4th Floor,

Washington DC 20005
Telephone:


202.347.8630




202.393.6524
E-mail address:


info@sister-cities.org
Website:


http://www.sister-cities.org/
Director:
Mary D. Kane
Date of constitution:

September 11, 1956
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Sister Cities International works with communities on exchanges in the fields of arts, culture, youth, education, municipal cooperation, economic development and humanitarian assistance and supports its members through staff assistance, networking opportunities with federal bodies and international organizations, advocacy, grants and best practices in the field of exchanges. 
Their primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Provide opportunities to the youth by offering exchange programs at the high school or college level to develop professional skills in fields such as international affairs and citizen diplomacy, among others;

· Promoting cultural exchange by coordinating conferences, meetings and events to offer citizens an opportunity to exchange best practices and provide networking opportunities;
· Facilitating cooperation between cities in the Americas by developing joint activities and sharing information to design public policy and management techniques in different areas of interest;
· Strengthening international NGO’s and civic organizations through participation in sister cities programs and provision of best practices in international exchanges; and
· Encouraging cooperative action for economic, social and cultural development through grant programs and technical assistance.
4. Identification of OAS work areas

Sister Cities International offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Assisting the Department of Human Development and Education of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in order to promote a culture of democracy through professional development, research, and cultural exchanges;

· Contributing to OAS efforts to promote integral development by implementing social and cultural development programs in collaboration with the Culture and Tourism Section of the Department of Economic and Social Development of the of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI);

· Supporting the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in its work to facilitate and increase civil society participation in OAS activities;
· Helping to disseminate the activities of the OAS Educational Portal of the Americas and the Trust for the Americas within Sister Cities International’s network; and

· Providing OAS member states with civil society recommendations regarding the Organization's activities, such as the General Assembly, Permanent Council meetings, among others.

5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, February 6, 2015
· Articles of Incorporation
· Statutes
· Mission Statement 
· Annual Report 2013
· Financial Statements for 2013 
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