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[Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario (CLAYSS)]
ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY CENTRO LATINOAMERICANO DE APRENDIZAJE Y SERVICIO SOLIDARIO (CLAYSS) TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations, to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization:  Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario [Latin American Center for Service Learning] (CLAYSS).
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES.759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by the Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario (CLAYSS) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background
The Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario (CLAYSS) is a nonprofit civil society organization established on February 26, 2002 in Argentina. The organization’s objective is to help build a culture of fraternity and participation in Latin America through the development of educational social engagement projects and by promoting service learning in Latin America. 

CLAYSS offers training to administrators, faculty, and community leaders on developing educational social engagement projects, forming socially positive attitudes, and developing service-learning projects in schools, higher education institutions, universities, and youth organizations.

The innovative educational approach of CLAYSS makes it possible to support local development and enhance the quality of formal and informal education in educational institutions.

Among CLAYSS’s activities, the following stand out:  Execution of the Creer para Ver [Seeing is Believing] program, which includes the participation of 50 educational institutions and development of the fourth edition of the program to support and strengthen Latin American “solidarity universities.” In addition, CLAYSS redesigned the program and updated it to establish institutional agreements with the universities taking part in the 2013-2014 Support Program and it was present in a number of national and international training days and seminars, as well as distance learning courses.
CLAYSS has two main donors–The Walt Disney Company Latin America and Natura Cosméticos S.A.–for its “Seeing is Believing” program for service-learning schools. In addition, the Stichting Auxilium Foundation continues to fund the “University Support Program.” CLAYSS also supports itself via the fees it charges private students for a virtual course and in-person trainings.
CLAYSS applied for registration with the OAS on April 9, 2014.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO
Name of the Organization:
Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario (CLAYSS)
Address:


Yapeyú 283, C1202ACD
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Telephone:


(54-11) 4981-5122
Fax:



(54-11) 4981-5122
E-mail address:


info@clayss.org
Website:


http://www.clayss.org.ar/index.htm
President:


Alejandra Herrero
Date established:

February 26, 2002
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The main areas of activity and contributions of the Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario (CLAYSS) that may be of interest to the OAS include:

· Implementation of educational engagement projects using a service-learning model that enables children and young people to implement what they have learned to serve the needs of the community by performing helpful actions in real contexts in order to generate new knowledge and new topics, and develop skills for life, work, and citizen participation;

· Active contribution to local development and improvements to the quality of education being offered;

· Promotion and coordination of regional networks to foster service learning at the national, Latin American, and Ibero-American levels. CLAYSS is currently coordinating the Inter-American Service Learning Network, which is comprised of more than 60 organizations, universities, and governmental agencies from Latin America, the United States, and Spain;
· Development of quantitative and qualitative research programs on service learning in Argentina and Latin America, in association with universities and national and international organizations;
· In-person and online training of educators and community leaders in Argentina and Latin America. 
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS
The Centro Latinoamericano de Aprendizaje y Servicio Solidario (CLAYSS) proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Support the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment (DHDEE) of the Organization of American States’ professional network of leaders in education by sharing best practices in education, professional training, and regional social development with educators in the Hemisphere;
· Provide information and share experiences with the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) on the educational needs of children and youth in the Americas;
· Promote the principles of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment (DHDEE) and of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) in order to help these groups achieve integral development and have a direct impact on the Americas in terms of reducing poverty and eliminating inequality and exclusion by providing access to quality education and decent work.

· Participate in hemispheric debates and OAS activities open to civil society and send recommendations to the OAS member states to serve as input for events such as the OAS General Assembly, Permanent Council meetings, and IACHR sessions, among others.

5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated April 9, 2014
· Articles of Incorporation
· Bylaws
· Mission statement
· 2013 Annual Report
· 2012 financial statement
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