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The following is the periodic report on the activities of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to support and strengthen the Summits process since October 2014, when the last report was presented to the CISC. This report is concerned with three main areas:  (1) Activities in support of states and in preparation for the Seventh Summit of the Americas; (2) activities connected with the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG); and (3) activities with civil society and other social actors.
1. Activities in support of states and in preparation for the Seventh Summit
In the period covered by this report, the Summits Secretariat worked hard with the Government of Panama—the Chair of the Summits process—to provide the necessary support for the preparation and holding of the Seventh Summit. The SIRG held a meeting to prepare its work ahead of the Seventh Summit. Thereafter, starting in January, four regular meetings of the SIRG were held to hold negotiations on the draft of the document “Mandates for Action.” A ministerial-level meeting was also held in the framework of the Seventh Summit. At all these meetings the Summits Secretariat provided assistance to the host country as technical secretariat of the Summits process.
In connection with the support that the Summits Secretariat provides to the host country, staff of the OAS General Secretariat continued to hold on-site working meetings and visits to review both technical and logistical matters that needed to be addressed in preparation for the Seventh Summit.
In the wake of the Summit held last month, the Summits Secretariat has been working with the Government of Panama to comply with the decision adopted at the ministerial-level meeting of the SIRG to transmit the document “Mandates for Action” to the institutions that belong to the JSWG.
2. Activities connected with the JSWG
As regards activities with the JSWG, I am pleased to report that the Summits Secretariat has worked to strengthen the consultative role that this Group plays in the Summits process. During the preparations for the Seventh Summit, the institutions of the JSWG played a very important and relevant part in advising the Government of Panama on the language of the first draft of the document "Mandates for Action,” as well as providing technical inputs. The JSWG also played a pivotal role in identifying concrete measures and goals for consideration by the states, as well as their subsequent follow-up and commitment to support their implementation.
Further to the decision adopted by the states at the ministerial-level meeting of the SIRG to transmit the Mandates for Action to the institutions that make up the JSWG with a view to their adoption as technical inputs for the respective activities in which these institutions engage, the OAS General Secretariat forwarded the document “Mandates for Action”(CA-VII/INF.4/15) to said institutions so that, in keeping with their respective procedures, they may adopt the necessary decisions to support management and implementation of said mandates.
In addition, the Summits Secretariat will continue working with the institutions of the JSWG over the coming months in order to funnel contributions from the latter to the various inter-American ministerial processes, as a fundamental part of the Summits of the Americas process. At present, preparations are underway for the ministerial meetings in the areas of sustainable development, labor, and tourism, which will be held in 2015.
3. Activities with civil society and other social actors
Concerning participation by civil society and other social actors in the preparations for the Summit, the Secretariat organized a number of activities and means of participation, the aim being to enlist the broad and effective participation of these social actors in readiness for the Seventh Summit. 
The First Policy Dialogue on Prosperity with Equity was held at OAS headquarters on October 21, 2014, at which the Government of Panama delivered a presentation on the theme of the Seventh Summit. It was followed by a panel discussion on the subject that included experts from ECLAC, the World Bank, and FLACSO. After the policy dialogue, which was transmitted via webcast to ensure the widest possible coverage, a series of national consultations were held, in which civil society representatives and other social actors in the Hemisphere put forward recommendations in preparation for the Seventh Summit based on the presentations given at the policy dialogue. The countries that took part in that first round of national consultations were Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Jamaica, and Peru. A full report, including the recommendations produced by the consultations was presented to the SIRG at its meeting on November 18 and is available on our website as document GRIC/O.2/INF. 1/14. 
Following the consultations, a virtual consultation forum was opened via the Summits Virtual Community that focused on three themes:  (i) Economic Prosperity with Equity; (ii) Social Prosperity with Equity; and (iii) Democratic Governance and Citizen Participation. The forum was open from October 21 to November 11, 2014, and offered civil society representatives and other social actors in the Hemisphere a chance to share experiences and ideas, as well as submit comments and recommendations to member states on the theme of the Seventh Summit. The report and its findings were also presented to the SIRG at its November 18 meeting and are available on our website as document GRIC/O.2/INF. 2/14. 
This participation mechanism was repeated in February 2015, when a second series of consultations was held, beginning with a presentation by the host country and the Summits Secretariat on the process of participation by civil society and other social actors in the Seventh Summit. The purpose was to answer queries and establish the participation parameters for civil society and other social actors in the Summit. After the presentation, national consultations began on the draft document “Mandates for Action.” The countries that took part in the second round of consultations were Argentina, Brazil, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guyana, Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago, and United States. A full report and the recommendations from the consultations were distributed to the SIRG and are available on our website as document GRIC/O.3/INF.5/15. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Offices of the General Secretariat in those countries where both rounds of consultations were held, as they made this mechanism for participation at the national level possible.
In similar fashion to the previous round, a virtual consultation forum was opened via the Summits Virtual Community from February 6 to 18, 2015, that focused on the eight sub-themes of the Summit:  Education, Health, Energy, Environment, Migration, Security, Citizen Participation, and Democratic Governance. The findings of this report were also distributed to the SIRG and are available on our website as document GRIC/O.3/INF.6/15. 

During the period covered by this report the Summits Secretariat also assisted the host country with the organization of the forums that were held during the Summit. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Department of International Affairs for their excellent work to advance and facilitate civil society participation in the Summits process. 
4. Other activities
Mr. Chairman, in addition to the assistance provided to Panama as the country hosting the Seventh Summit, and to the states in their preparations, I should like to mention two other activities during the period covered by this report:
1. A guide has been prepared to assist member states in incorporating gender-disaggregated information in national follow-up reports on Summit mandates. The purpose of the document is to help member states to include information with a gender perspective, particularly data disaggregated by gender in their national reports on progress in implementing mandates from Summits of the Americas. The document will be distributed to the states and be available on our website. I would like to take this opportunity, Mr. Chairman, to remind the states to submit their periodic follow-up reports on Summit mandates to the Secretariat. 
2. The 20th anniversary of the Summits process was celebrated in December. To that end, the Summits Secretariat organized the OAS Policy Roundtable “20th Anniversary of the Summits Process: Progress and Partnership” to mark the 20th anniversary of the Summits process and to take stock of progress and steps needed to put into effect the initiatives agreed upon by the heads of state and government of the Americas. The panel consisted of:  Luis Alberto Moreno, President of the IDB; Ambassador Alexander Watson, former Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs of the U.S. Department of State; Ambassador Luis Carlos Villegas, former president of the National Business Association of Colombia (ANDI); and Jennifer McCoy, Director of the Americas Program of the Carter Center.  We wanted to have guests from the four sectors that are actively involved in the Summits of the Americas process (state, international organizations, private sector, and civil society).
With important support from the Columbus Memorial Library an exhibit has been staged with the most important documents from each of the eight summits held over the past two decades, the aim being to capture moments and recall the intervening years through photographs, memorabilia, and documents. I would like to take this opportunity to thank not only the Columbus Memorial Library for their magnificent help, but also the countries that hosted all the previous summits—United States, Bolivia, Chile, Canada, Mexico, Argentina, Trinidad and Tobago, and Colombia—for their invaluable contributions to make the exhibit possible. As part of this effort, a concise publication was also produced that summarizes the principal outcomes of the process in its 20 years of existence.
Publication: 
ES: http://www.summit-americas.org/20_ES.pdf 
EN: http://www.summit-americas.org/20_EN.pdf
Outcomes of the Summits of the Americas Process: 
ES: http://www.summit-americas.org/sisca/summits_outcomes_20_yrs_es.pdf
EN: http://www.summit-americas.org/sisca/summits_outcomes_20_yrs_en.pdf
Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank Panama for the confidence that it showed in the Secretariat by allowing us to support it in this process, which resulted in a successful Seventh Summit of the Americas. I would also like to congratulate Panama on its excellent work as the host country. I would also like to offer a very special thanks to the personnel of the Summits Secretariat, who, though small in number, are an extremely dynamic and professional team. I am exceedingly grateful to them for their work in this process. Mr. Chairman, I am also grateful to all the delegations for the support that we received in the preparations for the Seventh Summit. For my own part, this is the last report that I will submit as Summits Secretary. It has been an immense honor for me to serve as Summits Secretary and to have been part of the team that assisted Panama and the member states in holding the Seventh Summit of the Americas. It has been a most rewarding experience that will stay with me always. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and many thanks to the member states and to the team that accompanied me in this process.
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