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INTRODUCTION 

To perform the activities referred to in this Draft Work Plan, and as envisaged in Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council installed the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) at its meeting held on July 26, 2017. 
The CISC is a permanent committee of the Permanent Council of the Organization, composed of one representative of each member state. 

Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council assigns the following functions to the CISC:

a.
With respect to the Summit process:

i. To coordinate OAS activities in support of the Summits of the Americas process;

ii. To coordinate follow-up and implementation activities relating to mandates assigned to the Organization by the Summits;

iii. To request and receive contributions from civil society, relating to its participation in the Summit process, for consideration by the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG);

iv. To study topics relating to the Summit process that are assigned to it by the Council or the General Assembly and to make recommendations thereon to the Permanent Council; 

v. To consider the reports prepared by the Executive Secretariat for the Summit Process and the technical dependency responsible for ministerial meetings and other sectoral meetings linked to the Summit process.
b.
With respect to civil society participation in OAS activities:

i. To implement the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and to present to the Permanent Council such amendments as the Committee deems pertinent; 

ii. To design, implement, and evaluate the necessary strategies to increase and facilitate civil society participation in OAS activities;

iii. To promote the strengthening of relations established between civil society organizations and the bodies and dependencies of the OAS within the scope of the functions conferred upon the Permanent Council by the OAS Charter; 

iv. To study matters relating to civil society participation in OAS activities that are presented to it by civil society organizations or entrusted to it by the Permanent Council or the General Assembly and to make recommendations thereon to the Permanent Council; 

v. To analyze and transmit to the Permanent Council applications presented by civil society organizations to the secretary general to participate in OAS activities. 
Accordingly, this draft Work Plan proposes activities to be carried out and a draft schedule for complying with the mandates assigned to the CISC, while acknowledging that the Committee may agree to consider additional topics pursuant to Article 22, transcribed above.

I. OFFICERS
By virtue of Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, "The representative of the member state presiding over the Summit process shall serve as chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities. If the member state chairing the committee so requests, its term shall be renewed to ensure follow-up and fulfillment of the Committee’s coordination functions and of the mandates issued by the Permanent Council in the period concerned.”

Thus, at its meeting on August 16, 2017, based on Articles 21, 28, and 29 of its Rules of Procedure and,  the Permanent Council elected by acclamation Ambassador Jesús Sierra Victoria, Permanent Representative of Panama, to be Vice Chair of the CISC for 2017-2018. 

II. MANDATES ASSIGNED TO THE CISC
At its meeting held on August 16, 2017 and pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council approved the “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-seventh Regular Session and Other Previous Sessions”, CP/doc.5341/17 rev. 2, in which it instructed the CISC to follow up on the mandates contained in resolutions:

1. AG/RES. 2901 (XLII-O/17)
"Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process"

2. AG/RES. 2902 (XLVII-O/17)
“Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process”
III. SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS
Having concluded the VIII Summit of the Americas, held in Lima, Peru on April 13 and 14, 2018, the Summits Process will shortly begin its follow-up to the Lima Commitment "  “Democratic Governance against Corruption” (CA-VIII/doc.1/18) and agreements from previous Summits. 

IV. PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND OTHER SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE OAS
At the forty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly, the member states once again reaffirmed their commitment and willingness to continue strengthening and implementing opportunities, effective mechanisms,  and concrete actions to support and actively promote the registration of civil society organizations and other social actors pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities," as well as efforts at the national and multilateral levels to encourage civil society organizations and social actors to participate in the activities of the Organization.

Accordingly, and pursuant to its responsibility to promote and process applications by civil society organizations to be registered with the OAS, the Relations with Civil Society Section of the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity will continue submitting for consideration by the CISC requests it receives to be registered with the OAS and will continue to report any steps that Section takes to update the Roster. 

In addition, the "Strategy for Strengthening Participation by Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS)" (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 3), adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session through resolution AG/RES. 2861 (XLIV-O/14), will continue to be pursued within the framework of aforementioned resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) and other relevant resolutions on participation by civil society and other social actors in order to promote well-coordinated mechanisms to facilitate said participation in the Organization's activities.

In addition, the committee has ongoing responsibilities, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), "Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities," backed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03).

V. ACTIVITIES
The Chair suggests scheduling three (3) meetings between April and May, 2018 for the presentation of reports by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Section on Relations with Civil Society of the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity; the presentation and consideration of applications by civil society organizations to be included in the Roster of Civil Society Organizations of the OAS; and the presentation and negotiation in the CISC of draft resolutions to be transmitted to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session. 
APPENDIX 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
OF THE CISC IN 2018
	Date, time and venue
	Topics

	Friday
May 4, 2018
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Rubén Darío Room
	· Presentation and consideration of the Draft Work Plan of CISC for 2018.
· Presentation of the periodic report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on its work to support and strengthen the Summits process
· Report on the registration of civil society organizations with the OAS and activities to promote participation in the OAS by civil society and other social actors
· Presentation and consideration of applications by civil society organizations to be included on the OAS roster of civil society organizations
· Other business

	Tuesday
May 15, 2018
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Simón Bolívar Room
	· Presentation and consideration of the draft resolutions to be remitted by the CISC to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session.
· Presentation and consideration of applications by civil society organizations to be included on the OAS roster of civil society organizations 
· Other business

	Tuesday
May 22, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Simón Bolívar Room
	· Consideration of the draft resolutions to be remitted by the CISC to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth regular session.
· Presentation and consideration of applications by civil society organizations to be included on the OAS roster of civil society organizations
· Other business 
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