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Excelencias,

Señoras y señoras 

Primeramente quiero expresar mis agradecimientos al OEA por darme la oportunidad de hablar con ustedes sobre la atención que el estado de Bélgica atrae al tema de las minas antipersonal. Muchas gracias. 

My presentation will talk briefly about the current Belgian involvement in the Ottawa Convention on anti-personal landmines, the priorities of my government, and I will touch briefly upon the themes of assistance to victims of mine incidents and possible synergies between the existing international instruments. 

Ottawa convention 

Let me start out with the Ottawa convention. As from the beginning of the negotiations, Belgium has pursued its overall action in favour of the ban on anti-personnel mines. This policy, as on other disarmament issues, has been confirmed as an important priority in Foreign Affairs by all Belgian governments since 1999 when Belgium became a State party to the Convention.

This active approach of the problem of landmines was triggered by the adoption of a Belgian national law banning the anti-personal mines in 1995. At that time, Belgium became the first country in the world to pass a comprehensive domestic legislation prohibiting the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel landmines. 

Belgium was one of the original key promoters of the Ottawa Convention and played a very visible role in the process leading to the Convention, by hosting the Brussels conference in June 1997. This conference and the Brussels declaration played a decisive role in the drafting of the final text. 

Belgian involvement and key priorities

Since becoming a State party to the convention, Belgian has executed and supported this convention in various ways, and through excellent cooperation between its departments of foreign affairs, development cooperation and defence. Let me also stress the excellent interaction between the Belgian diplomatic services and the civil society in jointly promoting the aims of the Ottawa Convention. Handicap International is one of those NGO’s that is widely respected. 

First of all, by 2004 Belgium had completed the destruction of all stockpiled anti-personnel mines. 

Furthermore, over the last ten years, more than 62 Million Euros were contributed to international assistance worldwide for mine clearance, victim assistance, raising awareness of targeted population and risk education. This support is global in nature, with projects on almost every continent. 

Worth mentioning in this case is the Belgian support in recent years for the Community-based risk reduction education project in Antioquia - Columbia and the Mine action program project in the border region between Ecuador and Peru. 

Belgian servicemen of the Department of Defence actively contribute to the implementation of the Belgian policy, by conducting mine clearing operations in the field, research and development activities, local mine clearance capabilities and providing technical advice, such as mine clearance training. Currently, these servicemen are actively engaged in demining operations in Lebanon through the UNIFIL operation and in Afghistan through our Provicial Reconstruction Team in Kunduz. Over the years other missions of the same kind were performed in over a dozen countries. 
Finally, Belgium is also an engaged actor within the framework of the Ottawa convention. Historically, and today through our work in the coordination committee and as a coordinator of the Article 7 Reporting Contact Group. 
Belgium, through its coordination of the Contact group on article 7 – on transparency measures and reporting - actively encourages mine affected State Parties to use or to continue to use every available means to communicate on all relevant matters related to the obligation of the State parties.

Key priorities for Belgium

Your excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

This brings me to the key-priorities of my government with regards to this convention. The humanitarian concerns posed by certain conventional weapons and their indiscriminate effect on the civilian population is a fundamental of the Belgian commitment in favour of the mine ban Convention. However, thousands of victims, most of them civilians and among them many children, are still caused by mines and other explosive remnants of war. In this perspective, Belgium encourages those States still outside the Convention to accede to the Ottawa Convention as soon as possible in order to make it a truly universal norm.
Three priorities in Belgium’s global action in this field remain valid since the entry into force of the Convention: namely,

· The concrete implementation of the provisions in favour of assistance to victims of landmines in affected countries;

· the monitoring of the implementation of the Convention, as coordinator of the Contact Group on Article 7 (transparency measures and reporting by States parties).

· and the promotion of further universalization of the Convention. 

Special focus on victim assistance 

The 2nd Review Conference took place in Cartagena de India, Colombia, in December 2009. This event gave renewed impetus to our common efforts to reach all the objectives of the Convention, including a world free from anti-personnel mines. Belgium is fully committed to implementing the Cartagena Action Plan.

At this Conference, last year, Her Royal Highness Princess Astrid of Belgium, gave an important opening statement, thereby illustrating both her personal support for the worldwide action against anti-personnel mines as well as Belgium’s determination to support the promotion of the Ottawa Convention. She pointed out the success of the Mine Ban Convention and stressed the importance of a concrete implementation of the Convention. 

She paid special attention to the victims of mine incidents, including to the different aspects of their rehabilitation. The statement of HRH Princess Astrid was welcomed both by representatives of States parties and by the community of NGOs, which enhanced throughout the Meeting the awareness among participants of the Belgian commitment to the aims of the Mine Ban Convention. 

Regarding the issues related to victim assistance, the following points where raised during the Cartagena summit: 

-
The implementation of a system intended to monitor progress; 

-
The enhancement of the psychological support to victims;

-
The development of inclusive social policies;

-
Measures for economic reintegration;

-
To mobilize donor countries and to establish an evaluation system between their commitments on and the concrete realization on the ground;

-
To exchange best practices and information to achieve a maximization of resources available;

Therefore, Belgium calls all States parties to comply with their obligation specified in art. 7 of the Convention and to submit in a timely manner their yearly report to the SG of the UN.

Synergies. 

Assistance for the victims of explosive devices, whether mines, cluster ammunition or other, requires a holistic approach by both countries affected and donor countries.   Therefore Belgium also advocates for the development of synergies, where relevant and possible, between the various international instruments.

More and more, especially in the field of victim assistance, the question of the synergies between the Ottawa Convention on anti-personal landmines, the Oslo Convention on Cluster munitions and the UN Convention on the rights of disabled persons must be addressed. 

Since the entry into force of the Oslo Convention, numerous actors in the field of the fight against UXO’s (unexploded ordnances) have called for these synergies; 

It is indeed the objective that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities becomes the ultimate applicable standard for victims of landmines and cluster munitions, while taking into account particularities of those victims, their families and their communities

Conclusion

My government welcomes the progress made at the Second Review Conference and the Tenth Meeting of the State Parties, and promises to uphold its support for the Ottawa Convention on anti-personal landmines, and its ultimate goal to achieve a mine-free world. A goal worthy of the credo of this institution: Democracy for peace, security, and development 

Thank you. 
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