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It gives me great pleasure to cordially welcome the special meeting on the “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty” and “Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education.
This meeting is being held pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2359 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty” and AG/RES. 2360 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education.”

AG/RES. 2359 entrusts the Permanent Council with holding, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), a meeting in the first quarter of 2010 on the worldwide comprehensive nuclear test ban, with the participation of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), the United Nations, the Preparatory Commission for the CTBTO, and other international institutions with competence in this area.


In addition, AG/RES. 2360 instructs the Permanent Council to continue to identify, through the CSH, relevant actions that could be implemented by the Organization of American States (OAS) to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education in the Hemisphere.


In order to fulfill this mandate, the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to hold a meeting during the first quarter of 2010, in the framework of the CSH, in which the member states and special guests may identify proposals for action by the OAS to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education.

For the Committee on Hemispheric Security, it is an honor and a privilege to acknowledge the presence in this room of Ambassador Ruy Casaes, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS in his capacity as Pro-Tempore Chair of the Council of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) and of Ms. Agnès Marcaillou, Chief of the Regional Disarmament Branch of the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs.

My sincere thanks to both of you for being present here today. 
Later today, in the afternoon plenary, we will also be honored with the presence of Mr. Luis Alberto Cordero, Executive Director of the Fundacion Arias para la Paz y el Progreso Humano on the issue of disarmament and non-proliferation education.
As member states are aware, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), which bans all nuclear explosions, is an important basis for non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, and a mobilization towards international cooperation for nuclear disarmament.  The CTBT represents an important instrument for ensuring the cessation of nuclear-weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions, and constitutes an effective nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation measure. 


Thirty-two OAS member states are signatories of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and, of these, 29 have ratified the Treaty. The last State to ratify the treaty was Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, which ratified on 23 September 2009 and Trinidad and Tobago signed the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) on October 9, 2009.


The 20th century represented a period of many armed conflicts and insecurity caused by concerns about the balance of power, arms race, superpower confrontation, and deterrence, creating in many regions long periods of instability and uncertainty.  We now must strive to make this a new time of renewed peace and order between states, ensuring an environment conducive to achieving social, political and economic progress, as well as security for all. To this end, the OAS is a steadfast compass and proponent of peace and security in the Americas. The Organization supports member states in mitigating and preventing conflict within, as well as between and among states.  


We are also here today to discuss how education can contribute to disarmament and nonproliferation, and how to raise public awareness of disarmament and nonproliferation using education as a tool. Disarmament education is one of the outstanding issues in the current efforts to achieve a world without the threat of these weapons, is a long-term solution that requires joint efforts of national governments, international organizations and civil society.

As expressed in the 2002 Disarmament and Non Proliferation Experts Group Report to the UN Secretary General: “There has never been a greater need for education for disarmament and non-proliferation, especially with regards to weapons of mass destruction, but also in the field of small arms and international terrorism. Since the end of the cold war, changing concepts of security and threat have demanded new thinking.  Such new thinking will arise from those who have educated and trained themselves today.”


It has become increasingly necessary to raise awareness of disarmament and non-proliferation issues, through educating the public on the dangers of weapons of mass destruction and the tragic consequences of their use, as well as on the steps required to overcome the challenges caused by such weapons.  Education is an important means for strengthening disarmament and non-proliferation through stimulating public interest in these issues.  

Long-term and enduring peace can only be ensured through a deeper and shared understanding of the underlying causes of conflict and how they can be resolved peacefully. In this respect, education is an important but underutilized tool for strengthening disarmament and non-proliferation for future generations.

In this regard, we must continue our efforts to establish a hemispheric-wide security arrangement that is updated, which includes new threats and approaches to the maintenance of peace and deterrence of conflict.  We need to enhance the level of cooperation and mobilize the political will and commitment at all levels to maintain peace and stability in the world and especially in our Hemisphere. We should continue to work in the strengthening of multilateral institutions and on the promotion, protection and enforcement of regional instruments that ensure the security for which we all strive.  
Thank you.
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