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I want to thank the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CHS) of the Organization of American States (OAS) for inviting me to speak to you this afternoon. My participation continues a practice begun in December 2006, when the CHS offered the Chairman of the 1540 Committee an opportunity to address its members. 

I would particularly like to congratulate His Excellency Ambassador Jorge Urbina of Costa Rica, who is here today, for his work as Chairman of the 1540 Committee in 2008 and 2009.  Under his direction the 1540 Committee conducted in 2009 a Comprehensive Review of its work during the past five years. This review will guide the Committee’s future work.

I would also like to express the appreciation of the 1540 Committee for the input received from the OAS and from ten individual OAS Member States during the open meeting that took place in the context of the Comprehensive Review. The Mexican Presidency of the 1540 Committee looks forward to continuing the efforts of Ambassador Urbina to enhance cooperation between the OAS and the Committee, including incorporating the relevant results of the Comprehensive Review to strengthen this relationship.  Indeed, the 1540 Committee hopes to do more to involve our former Chairmen and delegates from non-permanent members of the Security Council, so that we can take advantage of their wisdom and experience. 

As you know, resolution 1540 (2004) is the first formal decision taken by the UN Security Council under Chapter VII of the UN Charter that addresses the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) as a threat to international peace and security.  It also identifies illicit trafficking of WMD-related materials as a new dimension of such proliferation.  With more than five years of experience in implementing the resolution, the international community now has a good working basis for sharing information on lessons learned, which the 1540 Committee sought to make clear through its Comprehensive Review.  

OAS Member States, certainly, have success stories to share concerning the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). For example, most States in the Western Hemisphere have reported on their status of implementation of the resolution to the 1540 Committee.  Furthermore, the 1540 Committee identified more than twice as many measures in place among OAS Member States in 2008 than in 2006.   

However, still much has to be done to implement the resolution fully within the region. In general terms the Comprehensive Review identified some areas in which States have adopted fewer measures such as biological weapons, means of delivery, national control lists, and access to related materials and financing of prohibited or illicit proliferation activities.  

Moreover, I would also like to call your attention to the challenges identified in one of the background papers prepared by the Group of Experts of the 1540 Committee for the Comprehensive Review
/, namely “how best the OAS Inter-American Committee against the Terrorism (CICTE), as retooled to accommodate the WMD dimension after 2004, can facilitate the task of the 1540 Committee to persuade and assist individual States in the region to update or supplement existing counter-terrorism legislation and enforcement measures” and “how to coordinate the CICTE initiatives with the role of the subregional bodies (MERCOSUR, Andean Group, SICA and CARICOM)”.   

During the Comprehensive Review it was identified that assistance requests made for example though regional organizations can have an added value, given the similar contexts and needs for assistance among states in one subregion. In this regard, I would like to recall the success of the request made by CARICOM for a Regional Coordinator on implementation and for support in drafting relevant legislation and regulations. Canada, the United States and the UN Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) all responded positively to that request, and CARICOM now has a Regional Coordinator for 1540 implementation, and work on drafting legislation has begun. Not only will the 1540 Committee follow this effort with special interest, but will encourage the submission of new proposals to support regional or sub-regional activity, building on this experience.  

As a result of the Comprehensive Review, the 1540 Committee intends to focus its work with regional and sub-regional organizations on helping regional and national institutions to reconcile priorities, harmonize approaches, facilitate advisory and drafting services, and match requests and offers of assistance. Here the OAS is in a position to take a leading role, in light of its existing resolutions in support of resolution 1540 and the efforts of its members.  The 1540 Committee has sent its own experts in response to specific national requests from OAS Member States to the Committee, such as that of Guatemala to advise on drafting legislation, or Chile to suggest ways to strengthen its on-going bilateral cooperation programs, such as the joint program on export control legislation by Chile and the United States. All of these experiences suggest that many OAS Member States continue to augment their efforts to implement the resolution.  

Furthermore, the Comprehensive Review process underscored the added value of the regional and sub-regional workshops to facilitate sharing of experiences, so the 1540 Committee will continue to encourage States to increase their efforts to develop and share best practices.  Last year, for example, the 1540 Committee participated in several sub-regional workshops for Caribbean and Central American States held in the Dominican Republic, St. Kitts and Nevis, Jamaica and Costa Rica. As the OAS has held several meetings on national implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and its Member States have participated in several regional meetings organized by the United Nations, the OAS would be in a good position to sponsor or co-sponsor new regional meetings focusing on the  development and sharing of best practices.

The 1540 Committee also intends to bring together those States offering and seeking assistance for the implementation of the resolution, with the intent of building more assistance networks and partnerships and increasing integration of such assistance into national development objectives.  These meetings could, of course, take place at the regional or sub-regional levels, as well as involving the whole of the international community.  I hope that the OAS and its constituent Member States will participate in such meetings.  All of these actions will help the 1540 Committee increase its own efforts to respond to requests or offers of assistance, by doing more systematic match-making.  In addition, the 1540 Committee has agreed in its Comprehensive Review to make more effective use of existing funding mechanisms, including the consideration of the establishment of a voluntary fund. 
Dr. Stein, speaking on behalf of the OAS as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Multidimensional Security, during the Comprehensive Review, said that OAS General Assembly resolution 2333, adopted in June 2007, was one of the first resolutions by a regional or international body made in support of resolution 1540 (2004). The Committee notes with appreciation that resolution 1540 (2004) has become a topic on the high-level agenda of the OAS.  Resolutions by the OAS adopted in the years after 2007 also have strengthened the commitment and support of its Members States towards the implementation of resolution 1540.  Just to give one example, the OAS has suggested that its Member States prepare, on a voluntary basis, plans to further their implementation of the resolution, an activity the 1540 Committee supports. To this end, let me reiterate that the 1540 Committee stands ready to assist OAS Member States in developing such plans.

I hope that the support for resolution 1540 among OAS Member States continues to grow.  As representatives of the Committee have said in this forum before, more than 20 OAS Member States have some infrastructure in place related to sensitive nuclear, chemical, biological, and missile items, and almost all OAS Member States have an infrastructure for international trade, which criminals or terrorists might seek to exploit for catastrophic ends.  

As many participants in the Comprehensive Review asserted, the threat of non-state actors making use of such items is real and global, as its potentially catastrophic consequences are.  The 1540 Committee wants to work with the OAS and other regional and sub-regional organizations to quicken efforts to implement the resolution.  The OAS and other regional organizations have much to offer in the fight against proliferation of nuclear, chemical, biological weapons, their means of delivery, and dual-use items to terrorists and criminals. They offer regional knowledge and trusted mechanisms for cooperation among Member States, which are helpful to the 1540 Committee in its work.   

As participants in the Comprehensive Review emphasized, implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) requires a sustained commitment and much practical effort by every State.. In addition to monitoring the status of implementation of the resolution, the 1540 Committee has its own commitment:  to assist States in meeting these challenges in whatever ways it can.

Finally, I would like to draw your attention that as part of the Comprehensive Review it was recommended that the Committee enhances, and as appropriate, institutionalizes its cooperation with regional and subregional organizations, by expanding formal and informal relationships with them. In this regard, the designation of a focal point could be considered by this Organization to coordinate implementation plans with the 1540 Committee. I look forward to hearing your views on other ways to enhance the cooperation between the OAS and the Committee.  We are convinced that by working together we can help create conditions to foster peace, security, and development that the region and the world deserve.  
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�. 	  Background document on specific element (c) “ Conduct regional analysis of implementation with some examples of national and regional practices and experience sharing”





