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Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

At the outset, I wish to express  how pleased UNLIREC was to host the Facilitation Event for UN Security Council Resolution 1540 in Lima last November, in collaboration with the government of Peru and the United States of America, the 1540 Committee and the OAS. In doing so we feel that we have contributed to providing States with the opportunity to share information on their best practices and lessons-learned with a view to strengthening implementation. As is the case in all of activities that UNLIREC supports, fruitful discussions took place during the formal plenary sessions, as well as during the working groups and bilateral discussions.  
Among the noteworthy results, I would like highlight that regional approaches were once again recognized as essential to facilitating implementation at the national level. Our experience leads us to stress the need to delineate specific roles and responsibilities for both sub-regional and regional organizations within the confines of their mandates. Since it is widely recognized that such assistance is instrumental in promoting the UN disarmament and non-proliferation agenda. In this respect, UNLIREC agrees with Mr Wuchte’s call to further build national capacities and design assistance projects responding to the specificity of individals States; and we would like to reiterate UNLIREC’s readiness to support individual Member States and sub-regional and regional organizations, as requested during this meeting. 
For many years now, UNLIREC has developed it capacity to assist States and regional organizations in conventional and WMD matters. UNLIREC carries out this assistance through training, technical assistance, and outreach and advocacy. 

How does this work: 
In the area of outreach and advocacy, UNLIREC increases awareness of disarmament and non-proliferation issues and identifies assistance requirements for the implementation of international instruments through awareness-raising workshops, similar to those we hosted in 2006 and 2010 in Lima.
Technical assistance: we support national authorities in harmonizing their national legislation with relevant international instruments, assisting in the elaboration of national 1540 reports – as we did in 2006 for Peruvian authorities – and supporting the creation and strengthening of multi-sectoral national commissions.  Moreover, UNLIREC’s legal team is accustomed to facilitating the development of national action plans, reviewing domestic legislation to ensure compatibility with resolution 1540 and other WMD-related instruments; and facilitating State dialogue on the strengthening of domestic and regional controls on non-proliferation in the region and beyond.

Finally, UNLIREC considers its law enforcement training courses its single most important contribution to security in the region.

We have acquired first-hand experience in building the capacities of law enforcement and security personnel. The award-winning methodology we have developed can be applied to conventional weapons, as well as WMDs. Our thorough knowledge of the region and understanding of State needs has led us to identify operators and first responders as “the” target group.

By taking on a practical hands-on approach to knowledge and tool sharing, our teachings are immediately incorporated into the daily operational functions of those responsible for security in our region.

The courses are designed to enhance coordination, cooperation and transparency among the members of the law enforcement and security community in each of the States in their efforts to combat weapons proliferation. 

UNLIREC training courses are designed in such a way that they address weapons proliferation in the context of border controls, overview and application of legal instruments, weapon identification and classification, along with intelligence and information-sharing, and other practical disarmament measures. 
(PAUSE)


In this regard, I would like to call on those States in a position to do so, as well as our partners - in particular the OAS - to support UNLIREC’S reflection on the adaptation of its award-winning conventional arms training to specific WMD needs. Once this support is secured, UNLIREC can start working on it immediately. 
(PAUSE)

Mr. Chairman, distinguish delegates, in closing, I would like to express our thanks to our partners and colleagues for the trust and confidence they have placed in UNLIREC. Indeed we are deeply convinced that in joining forces and combining expertise from all horizons we can all together enhance this region contribution to the UN non-proliferation efforts and make our region a safer one. 

I thank you. 
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