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It is an honor for me to address this body on what the General Secretariat of the OAS, and in particular the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, has done in support to the initiative of the Committee on Hemispheric Security to promote the compliance of Resolution 1540.

 It is important to bear in mind that Resolution 1540 (2004), unanimously adopted under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, pursues the non proliferation of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their delivery systems among non-State actors – defined as individuals or entities not acting under the lawful authority of any State- and that the context of its adoption is that of security and terrorism-prevention measures.

Within such context I think we can all agree upon the fact that proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons as well as their means of delivery constitutes a serious threat to international peace and security, and that its consequences could be so terrifying that it makes defy imagination.
Most of the obligations that Resolution 1540 imposes upon States are: 

1. to refrain from providing any form of support to non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of delivery;

2.  to adopt and enforce -in accordance with their national procedures- appropriate effective laws which prohibit any non-State actor to manufacture, acquire, possess, develop, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of delivery, in particular for terrorist purposes, as well as attempts to engage in any of the foregoing activities, participate in them as an accomplice, assist or finance them; 

Resolution 1540 also requires all States to take and enforce effective measures –and to take cooperative action- to establish domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons and their means of delivery, including by establishing appropriate controls over related materials, and to this end States shall: 

(a)  Develop and maintain appropriate effective measures to account for and secure such items in production, use, storage or transport;
(b) Develop and maintain appropriate effective physical protection measures; 

(c) Develop and maintain appropriate effective border controls and law enforcement efforts to detect, deter, prevent and combat, the illicit trafficking and brokering in such items; and 

(d) “Establish, develop, review, and maintain appropriate effective controls…including appropriate laws and regulations to control export, transit, …financing and transporting that would contribute to proliferation….” 

It also encourages enhanced international cooperation on such efforts, in accord with and promoting universal adherence to the existing international legal framework. The regional framework against terrorism in the Americas, especially in regard to the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, ensures a perfect complement between the universal and regional frameworks.   

Within the context of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, we have come to realize that we cannot have development without security. Security should be seen and understood as a necessary investment in sustainable development. 
Supporting Member States’ efforts to implement Resolution 1540 is therefore an obligation but also an opportunity for not simply a “government” approach to addressing the multidimensional nature of security threats, but a “whole of society” approach that reaches beyond governments and international organizations, to include the private sector, civil society, and all actors touched by pressing security and development challenges, to promote a holistic approach in terms of promoting peace, prosperity and people’s interests through strengthening security, democracy and development.  
Since 2006, the OAS has been actively supporting and promoting the full implementation of UNSCR 1540 in the Americas: 

· The OAS General Assembly has issued numerous mandates and resolutions in this regard.  Of significant relevance are AG/RES. 2333 (XXXVII-O/07), adopted in June 2007, and AG/RES. 2358, in support for the implementation of the UNSCR 1540 (2004).

· The OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security (CHS) has dealt directly with non-proliferation, weapons of mass destruction, and chemical, biological and nuclear threats, from a political perspective and supporting initiatives on this topic, such as regional meetings, in the Hemisphere.

· The Office of the Assistant Secretary General has developed partnerships to coordinate the impact of technical assistance efforts related to the implementation of UNSCR 1540 in the Americas—e.g. its partnership with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Central America Integration System (SICA).

· The Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (OAS/SMS/CICTE) has provided, jointly with its international partners, capacity building and technical assistance to Member States in order to prevent, combat and eliminate terrorism, and address the threat posed by the use of weapons of mass destruction by terrorists and non-State actors in general. Since 2006 the OAS recognized that effective implementation of the international legal framework and standards related to CBRN threats required an innovative new approach that broke with tradition—that serviced a wider array of national challenges—that bridged the security/development divide. The basic capacities necessary to prevent the illicit trade of narcotics are the same basic capacities required to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. The prosecution of terrorists cannot occur without a fully functioning judiciary and police capacity. Security plans against the unlawful use of chemical weapons cannot disregard their impact in the chemical industry. And without a functioning public health infrastructure, biosafety and biosecurity standards cannot be met. This innovative and multidimensional approach has been guiding the OAS and its Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) plans since its creation. 

Within the SMS, one of its departments, the Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), has the specific mandate and therefore is the area in charge of providing technical assistance and supporting member states efforts related to the implementation of different aspects of Resolution 1540.

I will now cede the floor to the Secretary of CICTE, who will present CICTE’s activities in this regard.

Thank you.  
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