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On behalf of the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to H.E. Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Kleé, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, for inviting an UNODA representative to participate in this important meeting.         Mr. Sergio Duarte, UN High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, conveys his best wishes to you for a successful meeting.

The effective implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) which deals with non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) to non-State actors, in particular to terrorists, requires a wide scope of measures to be adopted and enforced by Governments. These measures range from legislation to law enforcement, from domestic controls to regional and international cooperation, from measures to account for and secure WMD-related materials to border, export and transhipment controls, from establishing and enforcing appropriate criminal and civil penalties, to interacting with other Governments and working domestically with industry and the public. 
The Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) is specifically tasked to engage actively with relevant international, regional and subregional organizations to promote the sharing of experience and lessons learned in the areas covered by the resolution and to liaise on the availability of programmes which might facilitate its implementation. UNODA is actively engaged in the implementation of this important task.
Cooperation between the 1540 Committee and international, regional and subregional organizations was the focus of the Comprehensive Review of the status of implementation of resolution 1540 which was carried out by the Committee in 2009-2010.  The OAS made an important contribution to this Review through its participation in the open meeting of the Committee held 30 September - 2 October 2009. As a result of this Comprehensive Review, the Committee is now called upon to create more formal and informal cooperative arrangements with international, regional and subregional organizations focussing on ways to remedy national implementation challenges such as laying out priorities, harmonizing approaches, facilitating advisory and drafting services and matching requests and offers of assistance. The OAS General Assembly resolution 2534 noted the results of the Comprehensive Review.
The United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) has been actively engaged in supporting regional efforts aimed at the full implementation of the resolution. Since 2006, the Office has organized 13 regional workshops with the participation of over 25 international, regional and subregional organizations. At these workshops, representatives of these organizations were given an opportunity to provide detailed information on the activities under their respective purview that could be beneficial to their respective Member States with respect to the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), in particular with regard to technical capacity building.  The OAS participated in all ODA-organized workshops hosted by some of its Member States including in Peru (2006), Jamaica (2007), Brazil (2008) and Costa Rica (2010). In addition, specific workshops were attended by representatives of subregional organizations such as Andean Community, ABASS, CARICOM and SICA. UNODA appreciates these partnerships in promoting the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).

The 2009 Comprehensive Review recognized the added value of regional workshops in facilitating regional experience sharing in the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and the need to continue with this practice. Similarly, the OAS General Assembly also stressed the usefulness of promoting the implementation of the resolution by way of national, subregional, regional and international seminars. 
UNODA appreciates its partnership with OAS in efforts to support the full implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). These efforts now increasingly focus on capacity building and assistance facilitation. UNODA intends to further actively engage with your organization in providing support for the activities of the 1540 Committee. In this regard, UNODA and the Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism of the OAS (OAS/SMS/CICTE) are undertaking technical preparatory activities which would assist Member States in the region in the actual implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). These efforts are aimed at establishing a pilot project to be implemented in cooperation with the 1540 Committee and its experts which intends to facilitate assistance in the area of the physical protection and accounting of “related materials”, as defined in the resolution. 
In addition, mindful of the need for a long-term implementation horizon, UNODA is currently preparing its outreach and capacity building activities in support of the 1540 Committee for the next two years. Several areas for these efforts are considered including:

· Strengthening of national implementation capacities and of regional processes of the implementation, in particular through national and subregional activities;
· Capacity-building to establish and maintain physical protection and accounting of “related” materials, as defined in resolution 1540 (2004), through a synergy of regional workshops and national level technical discussions with participating countries to address the requirements of the resolution related to accounting, securing and physical protection of “related materials” ;
· Support for the practical implementation of specific recommendations of the              2009 Comprehensive review including through sponsoring and conducting regional and subregional meetings, visits, training and development of databases and networks.

UNODA is ready to develop effective technical-level collaboration with OAS/SMS/CICTE in preparation and implementation of these capacity-building and outreach activities to benefit the American States. UNODA would welcome offers from OAS Member States to host, sponsor or otherwise support such activities.  
UNODA is also actively advocating practical cooperation between international, regional and subregional organizations to facilitate experience sharing in promoting the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). With the support of the Government of Austria, UNODA organized the Meeting of International, Regional and Sub-regional Organizations on Cooperation in Promoting the Implementation of Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) which was held in Vienna,     15-16 December 2010. The key objective of the meeting was to enhance interaction and collaboration between participating organizations to bring tangible benefits to their respective Member States in implementing the requirements of resolution 1540 (2004). The OAS, through the CICTE Secretariat, together with CARICOM and SICA participated in the meeting.

It was noted at the meeting in Vienna that “regional organizations have a crucial role in the implementation of resolution 1540 especially in capacity building, as they have a comparative advantage through their knowledge of regional specificities”. The OAS representative at the meeting informed its participants that “as agreed by Member States, regional organizations can serve as conduits for their members to approach their challenges collectively; therefore we must aim at strengthening regional cooperation within the Americas as well as with the United Nations system”.
OAS Member States have accumulated practices that could be of great value for other UN Member States to take into account in their own implementation activities and national action plans. Additionally, these practices would facilitate the identification of sources of technical assistance and advice. For example, the OAS General Assembly regularly considers and adopts specific resolutions in support for implementation of resolution 1540, and the Committee on Hemispheric Security holds regular meetings to discuss lessons learned and experience gained. CARICOM established a post of the Regional Implementation Coordinator, UNSCR 1540. Argentina informed the 1540 Committee about its national action plan and its proposals for a regional action plan offering its good offices as a collaborator in the regional implementation of action plans. Argentina shared its experience with participants of the ODA-organized workshop held in Costa Rica in 2009. ODA invited the 1540 coordinator of CARICOM to attend several regional workshops held outside the Hemisphere including in Egypt, Croatia and Viet Nam, to share his organization’s experience in promoting implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) by its Member States. A representative of SICA outlined some of SICA’s practices at the 2010 Vienna meeting. It should be noted that presentations of implementation practices of American States are received with great interest. Within its scope of responsibilities, UNODA, in cooperation with OAS Member States and appropriate OAS entities, could assist in promoting the sharing of experience and implementation practices of the American States.
UNODA welcomes this opportunity to address your Committee and to further engage in direct dialogue to explore possible areas of cooperation and interaction to promote and facilitate implementation of resolution 1540. We are looking forward to continued cooperation with the OAS in this regard.
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