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Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), I thank you for the opportunity to address this important meeting. 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) recognized that the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery is a threat to international peace and security. Through resolution 1540, the Security Council has established an effective programme of focused steps to prevent non-State actors from acquiring weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. 

The successful implementation of the resolution will continue to rely upon the commitment and national efforts of Member States. This also means that the 1540 Committee and international and regional organizations should continue their fruitful cooperation with Member States to facilitate their efforts in implementing the resolution which had been adopted by the Security Council under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. UNODA will remain an active partner in supporting such efforts. 

In providing support to national and international 1540-implementation efforts, UNODA focuses on three key areas. 

The first is facilitating national implementation efforts of Member States, including through enhanced regional approaches to achieving the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).

The second is on bringing together relevant intergovernmental organizations in order to build synergies of their efforts in support of their respective Member States in implementing the key requirements of resolution 1540 (2004). 

And thirdly, UNODA is devoting its efforts to the creation of productive and innovative partnerships with civil society, which increasingly contributes to disarmament and non-proliferation efforts of the United Nations.

Regional implementation approaches

Regional cooperation on 1540-related issues has become one of the most efficient means in bolstering national implementation and enhancing an open dialogue between countries of the same region facing similar challenges and benefiting - as neighbouring countries - from close interaction in related areas. 

UNODA has undertaken focused outreach activities – primarily in the form of regional workshops – as an effective means through which to bolster regionally coordinated approaches for the implementation of resolution 1540. Since 2006, UNODA has carried out 21 regional workshops, with the participation of over 150 States and 30 international, regional and subregional organizations. 

The Organization of American States (OAS) has long been actively involved in regional activities and cooperation related to resolution 1540 (2004), and the OAS General Assembly itself has stressed the usefulness of promoting the implementation of the resolution by way of national, subregional, regional and international seminars. Accordingly, the OAS has participated in workshops in Peru (2006), Jamaica (2007), Brazil (2008), Costa Rica (2010) and Colombia (2012). UNODA is greatly appreciative of the partnership with, and active involvement of, the OAS with regard to such activities.

In this regard, UNODA, the 1540 Committee experts and the Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) of the OAS are undertaking activities that would assist Member States of the region in implementing the key requirements of resolution 1540 (2004). These efforts are aimed at establishing a pilot project on physical protection and accounting of CBRN materials. As part of this project, UNODA and experts from the 1540 Committee participated in mission to Mexico (May 2011) and Colombia (November 2011), for consultations with representatives of the respective governments. As part of the next implementation phase, Mexico will host the first activity included in its National Work Plan for the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004): a specialized workshop on international best practices on export controls.

Cooperation between international organizations 

International and regional organizations play an essential role in assisting national efforts in implementing resolution 1540 (2004). In the context of facilitating national implementation and technical assistance, resolution 1977 (2011) urges the 1540 Committee to actively engage with relevant international, regional and subregional organizations (IROs), not only to promote the sharing of experience and lessons learned in the areas covered by the resolution but also to liaise on the availability of programmes to Member States that might facilitate its implementation. With these objectives in mind, UNODA actively pursues and undertakes an exchange of information, as well as coordination with, various international organizations and entities who are also involved in the issue-areas covered by resolution 1540 (2004).

International, regional and subregional organizations also benefit from closer interaction to promote the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).  Enhanced cooperation between international organizations is aimed primarily at bringing specific benefits and assistance to Member States in their efforts to implement key requirements of resolution 1540 (2004). For example, resolution 1977 (2011) encourages all States to prepare on a voluntary basis national implementation action plans (NIAP) mapping out their priorities and plans for implementing the key provisions of resolution 1540 (2004). UNODA is promoting the preparation of such plans by a number of UN Member States.

UNODA stands ready to assist any interested State in preparation of national implementation action plans or similar documents. In cooperation with other organizations and entities, UNODA is also exploring ways in facilitating activities to put into practice national action plans including through practical training focused on 1540-areas of interest within national or regional frameworks. OAS Member States have accumulated practices that could be of great value for other UN Member States to take into account in their own implementation activities and national implementation action plans. In addition, the OAS General Assembly and Committee on Hemispheric Security hold regular meetings to discuss lessons learned and experience gained with regard to the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and CARICOM and SICA have designated 1540 coordinators.

Engagement with civil society

Civil society has contributed significantly to the activities of the United Nations, whether in disarmament, human rights, development and many other areas related to global governance. The positive impact of civil society in achieving the objectives of resolution 1540 should be no exception. 

Resolution 1977 (2011) encouraged the 1540 Committee to draw upon, where appropriate, relevant expertise from civil society and the private sector. The UN Secretary-General has recently welcomed the increasingly prominent role that the 1540 Committee attaches to partnership with civil society. UNODA has been actively working with civil society on disarmament and non-proliferation issues. Recognizing the great value of civil society efforts and its potential in support of the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), UNODA initiated close partnerships with non-governmental and academic organizations on 1540-related issues.

A number of NGOs have already launched commendable initiatives to provide specific assistance to Member States in the context of implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), such as in drafting legislation and in building capacities through workshops, education and training. 

One project I would like to draw your attention to is the newly launched electronic journal “1540 Compass”, which is a publication of the Center of International Trade and Security (CITS) of the University of Georgia (USA) in cooperation with UNODA. It is devoted to issues related to the practical implementation of resolution 1540 (2004). In its last Annual Review, the 1540 Committee noted with interest this initiative. 

In addition, the first conference of industry representatives on issues related to resolution 1540 (2004) was organized by UNODA and hosted by the Government of Germany last April. Twenty-two participating industry associations represented all relevant industries including nuclear, chemical, biological and aerospace sectors as well as companies dealing in banking, financial, transport, shipment and port services. Participants underscored that effective non-proliferation policies by industries and companies were also in their economic interests. Germany, as the host of the Conference, has announced its readiness to actively contribute to a substantial follow-up process to this first Industry Conference. Based on the successful outcome of the Wiesbaden conference, continued efforts will be undertaken to render cooperation between the international community and relevant industries to become a long-term sustainable process. Initiatives from would be welcome.

Last week, a Civil Society Forum, organized by UNODA and hosted by Austria, was convened in Vienna to discuss increased contributions of civil society organizations and entities to national and international efforts to fully implement the key requirements of resolution 1540 (2004). This was the first-ever major international gathering of representatives of civil society to discuss engagement of civil society in support of national and international efforts to implement key requirements of resolution 1540 and included representatives from civil society in Argentina and Brazil. The Forum provided unique opportunities for civil society to express their views on 1540 implementation process, priority areas for future efforts by Governments and the 1540 Committee and, mostly important, to identify their own possible specific activities.

These representatives, be they from non-governmental organizations, academia or industry, have much to contribute and a number of interesting suggestions were put forward during the course of the meeting.

UNODA intends to continue its practice of facilitating the involvement of representatives of civil society, academia and industries in its activities in support of the full implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and the 1540 Committee. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to address this important meeting on the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004).
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