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Summary of the meeting of January 14, 2010
The following delegations took part in the meeting: Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Grenada, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

1. Presentation on the Cartagena Summit on a Mine-Free World (November 29-December 4, 2009)
· Carl Case, Director, Office of Humanitarian Mine Action, Department of Public Security

Ambassador Graeme Clark made some introductory comments on the Second Review Conference of the Ottawa Convention, also called the Cartagena Summit on a Mine-Free World, which took place from November 30 to December 4, 2009, in Cartagena, Colombia. 


At the Cartagena Summit on a Mine-Free World, the international community gathered in Colombia 10 years after the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention entered into force, and states and international and nongovernmental organizations, represented at the highest possible level, took stock of incredible progress that had been made toward ending the landmine era.  He mentioned that a large measure of the success of that Program was owed to the valuable contributions by member states, as well as to the financial donations by OAS permanent observers such as Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the European Union, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. He also noted that, with OAS assistance, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Suriname had all fulfilled their commitments to make their territory mine-free.  Nicaragua had indicated that it would complete its demining activities prior to its Article 5 deadline in May 2010.  Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru had redoubled their efforts to comply with their obligations under the Convention.
In that connection, Mr. Carl Case, Director of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the OAS Department of Public Security, commented on the Cartagena Summit on a Mine-Free World and the briefing distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.197/10.

Likewise, the following documents from that meeting were distributed: “The Cartagena Action Plan 2010-2014:  Ending the Suffering Caused by Anti-Personnel Mines” (CP/CSH/INF.195/10) and “A shared commitment for a mine-free world:  The 2009 Cartagena Declaration” (CP/CSH/INF.196/10).
Comments by delegations
The delegation of Uruguay underscored the importance of activities to assist victims and reestablish them in their communities and emphasized the role played by other humanitarian instruments and by civil society in those efforts.
The delegation of Canada expressed appreciation for the report and noted that Nicaragua would declare itself mine-free in May 2010.
The delegation of Colombia noted that that meeting was a milestone in the history of the Convention and emphasized that its documents would become benchmarks for future action over the next five years.  The shared goal was to prevent any additional loss of life from antipersonnel mines. Said delegation also thanked those who had contributed to the success of the Conference, in which 127 member and non-member states took part.
The delegation of Chile reported on a possible extension of the established deadline due to financial constraints.  In that regard, it underscored the importance of donors in that process.
The delegation of Mexico said that that instrument had demonstrated the link between disarmament and development and reiterated the appeal to non-party states to join the Convention, thus contributing to its universalization.  The delegation also said that aid to victims was a matter of priority, as was international cooperation in that regard.
The delegation of Ecuador said that its country still had remnants of mines, but that they were located in remote forest areas.  It emphasized that recent contributions were proof of Ecuador’s strong commitment to become a mine-free country.
The delegation of Nicaragua said that it hoped that Central America would be declared mine-free during the current year and urged donors to continue working to continue to eradicate that scourge.
The delegation of Brazil said that Brazil had been playing an active role in that area and was firmly committed to it.
As concerned cooperation with civil society, Mr. Carl Case said that AICMA was cooperating with civil society organizations, especially with regard to aid to victims. He indicated that, even though all states parties to the Convention were obligated to rid their territories of mines, it was recognized that the deadlines were difficult to meet. In that regard, he said that it would be necessary to continue working beyond 2010 to be able to fulfill obligations. 

2. Consideration of the Draft Work Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere 2010-2012 (CP/CSH-1155/09), which is based on the conclusions and recommendations of the first and second Meetings of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons [AG/RES. 2456 (XXXIX-O/09)] 

The Chair said that that Draft Work Plan had been presented to the Committee by the Department of Public Security on December 15, 2009. 


Following up on the previous meeting, Ms. Alison August Treppel of the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security reported, at the request of the delegation of the United States, that consultations had been held with international organizations and civil society.  The Secretariat had received some comments, mainly stylistic ones, and written comments had also been received from the delegation of Mexico.

The delegation of Brazil reported that it would be forwarding comments on the draft to the Secretariat and commended the Secretariat for the procedure it was following. 


The delegation of Mexico referred to some of the comments on the document and made the following announcements:
-
Mexico would host the Latin American and Caribbean launching of the Blue Heart Campaign against trafficking in persons, sponsored by the UNODC.  In that connection, Mexico would hold a high-level event to announce the campaign officially and would promote a series of activities in April or May (to be decided). 

-
The UNODC had convened the second meeting on trafficking in persons, to be held in Vienna, Austria, from January 27 to 29, 2010.  A number of parallel events would be held in conjunction with that meeting:  the first would provide the framework for action on trafficking in persons, which was a document similar to the one under discussion.  Accordingly, it would be useful if representatives of the Department of Public Security attended that event to become familiar with its outcomes and thus avoid a duplication of efforts.

The delegation of Canada announced that it would send its comments to the Secretariat in writing.  It also said that the document did not refer to the importance of partnerships with the private sector and considered that the issue of trafficking in persons among large employers and transportation companies should be underscored.  It also asked if the Draft Work Plan had been drawn up in consultation with the Inter-American Children’s Institute.

The delegation of the United States thanked the Secretariat for the report and asked about the procedure that would be used to examine the Work Plan.

The Chair said that the Secretariat would publish a revised document incorporating the comments received and that an informal meeting would be held on the matter prior to the next CSH meeting.

Ms. Treppel said that the deadline for the receipt of comments was Friday, February 12, at the latest, to enable them to be consolidated before the Committee’s meeting on March 11, 2010. The date for the informal meeting would be announced in the near future.

3. Consideration of the Draft Work Plan of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) for the Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions to Be Submitted to the General Assembly (CP/CSH-1161/09)

The Chair presented the draft work plan of the CSH for the presentation and negotiation of the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its next session. In that regard, he outlined the contents of document CP/CSH-1161/09 rev. 1:

· To set March 26, 2010, as the deadline for submission of draft resolutions to the CSH.
· To use the templates approved by the Permanent Council for the draft resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly for consideration [CP/RES. 965 (1733/09)].

· To begin and end meetings punctually, as scheduled.
· To limit the time allotted for consideration of each resolution at each CSH meeting in order to give equal time to each one (for example, 30 minutes per resolution at each meeting).  The time allotted will depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at each meeting.
· To submit to the Secretariat in writing any changes proposed during the course of negotiations.
· To prepare draft resolutions that, if possible:
· Have a reduced number of preambular paragraphs;
· Have a reduced number of operative paragraphs;
· Have fewer paragraphs if they serve only to renew mandates;
· Do not unnecessarily repeat identical paragraphs from other resolutions.
· Given the Organization’s budgetary constraints, to consider limiting the number of special meetings.  If special meetings are proposed, to take into account the date selected for them so that they are not held after mid-March 2011 and are preferably spread out uniformly throughout the year, including some in the second half of 2010.
· During the negotiation process, delegations should endeavor to reach agreement in informal consultations among member states before the matter is considered by the CSH.
· To identify ways to group resolutions together by similar subject matter.
· With respect to issues already submitted in 2009, the Chair proposes that only the new parts of the text be negotiated.  In this regard, delegations should highlight the new text in each resolution presented in order to facilitate this process.
· Similarly, the Chair urges delegations not to pay too much attention to questions of style in the draft resolutions and to focus more on substance.
· To seek to rationalize the work of the Committee by adopting biennial or triennial resolutions.  In 2009, some resolutions contained two-year mandates and will not have to be presented again:
· Resolutions containing mandates with budgetary implications will have to be negotiated promptly so that they may be submitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).

That document was adopted ad referendum of the delegation of Paraguay, which said that it would have to consult on the matter. Following the meeting, the delegation of Paraguay joined in the consensus.
4. Other business

The Chair announced that, owing to prior commitments, Ambassador Pablo Macedo, Director General of the United Nations Department of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, would not be able to attend the meeting of January 28, 2010, on “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty” and “Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education.” However, the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress of Costa Rica had expressed an interest in participating in that meeting.  The Committee took note of the changes in that agenda.

The delegation of Chile said that the Fourth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures had been omitted from the Consolidated Calendar of Conferences and Meetings from January to December 2010 (CP/INF.5960/10).

The delegation of Brazil referred to a communication on an OAS-UNODC seminar on crime trends and criminal system operations.  In that connection, it said that those activities did not have a mandate from MISPA and that, accordingly, no reference should be made to the inter-American observatory.  Matters relating to the inter-American observatory should be considered by the CSH before being taken up by other bodies.
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