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Summary of the meeting held on January 28, 2010

The following delegations participated in this meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Introduction by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

The remarks of Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, were published as document CP/CSH/INF. 204/10.

2. “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty” [AG/RES. 2359 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

Comprehensive nuclear test ban

a) Statement by the President Pro Tempore of the Council of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL)

· Ambassador Ruy Casaes, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

The statement by Ambassador Ruy Casaes, Permanent Representative of Brazil, in the exercise of the Presidency Pro Tempore of the OPANAL Council, was published as document CP/CSH/INF.202/10.

b) Statement by the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs

· Ms. Agnès Marcaillou, Chief, Regional Disarmament Branch
The statement by Ms. Agnès Marcaillou, Chief, Regional Disarmament Branch, United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 201/10.

c) Interventions by member states

The delegation of Mexico indicated that the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CNTBT) was a priority, since it constituted a step towards achieving nuclear disarmament, as had been recognized at the 2000 Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). Therefore, he called on those states that had not signed or ratified the CNTBT, especially those contained in Annex II, to do so as soon as possible. He also emphasized as a positive sign the announcement made by U.S. President Barack Obama that he would push for U.S. Senate ratification of the Treaty.


Additionally, Mexico announced that, in conjunction with the Preparatory Commission, in August 2009, it had held a workshop on capacity-building for the Latin America and Caribbean region, which had addressed the different ways in which the Signatory States of the region and the Preparatory Commission could work to build capacities regarding the operation of the International Monitoring System.


The delegations of Canada, Argentina, Colombia, Peru, and Uruguay reaffirmed their commitment to this issue and noted some of their activities related thereto, as well as the next Review Conference of the NPT, to be held in May, in New York.


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela emphasized that in 2002, it had ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, that it supported all efforts towards complete and general disarmament, and that it rejected the possession of weapons of mass destruction. It emphasized that, for a general climate of confidence to be created, commitments had to be undertaken for the complete destruction of weapons of mass destruction. Lastly, it mentioned the possible need for the development of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.


The delegation of United States emphasized that President Obama had committed his administration to ratifying the CNTBT and indicated that this had been reincorporated in the activities of the Preparatory Commission. For the U.S. Senate, the need for monitoring of the CNTBT was crucial. It also emphasized the need for financing for the Preparatory Commission and reported that efforts were being made to that end and that new extra-budgetary forms were being sought to cover the Commission’s costs, with assistance from all States. It also mentioned that nuclear test monitoring systems could make contributions in important areas, such as tsunami warnings, among others, and emphasized the peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

3. “Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education” [AG/RES. 2360 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

Pertinent actions that the OAS could carry out to promote disarmament and non-proliferation education in the Hemisphere

a) Statement by the President Pro Tempore of the OPANAL Council on activities being carried out by OPANAL in the areas of disarmament education and of cooperation with other Nuclear-Weapons-Free-Zones to further the objective of a nuclear-free world

· Ambassador Ruy Casaes, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS


The statement by the Permanent Representative of Brazil, in the exercise of the Presidency Pro Tempore of the OPANAL Council, was published as document CP/CSH/INF.202/10.


The delegation of Peru expressed appreciation for the presentation by Brazil and emphasized the importance of this item on the security agenda.


The delegation of United States expressed appreciation for the reflections regarding this matter, which had been an item on the CSH agenda since 2004, and indicated that possibly this year the delegations should focus on the recommendations of the United Nations study on disarmament and nonproliferation education (CP/CSH/INF.44/06). To that end, it presented the following recommendations: 

1. The Inter-American Defense Board should make efforts to establish ties with the UNIDIR and the United Nations University so that appropriate curricula could be discussed to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education.

2. The Inter-American Defense Board could organize a one-day seminar on this subject.

3. The Inter-American Defense Board, together with the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, could work to compile public and easily accessible information on curricula on this subject that States have developed (recommendation IV of the United Nations study).

4. The CSH should maintain ongoing contact with the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs.

5. The CSH should maintain ongoing contact with the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, and the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban-Treaty Organization (paragraph No. 42 of the United Nations study). 

6. The CSH should create, on our web page, a link directly to the United Nations web pages on disarmament education:  www.un.org/disarmament/education.

b) Statement by the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs on modalities for cooperation with the OAS 
· Agnès Marcaillou, Chief, Regional Disarmament Branch


The statement by Ms. Agnès Marcaillou, Chief, Regional Disarmament Branch, United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 200/10 corr. 1.


Ms. Marcaillou noted the work of UN-LiREC and emphasized the intent of this Centre to work with the states of the region in this area. She also welcomed the member state recommendations to increase ties with United Nations entities, such as the United Nations University. Regarding UN-LiREC, she noted that the Centre, located in Lima, Peru, had now carried out many activities in this area, and mentioned the seminar on disarmament to be held on March 3 and 4, in Lima, Peru.

c) Statement by the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress 
· Luis Alberto Cordero, Executive Director 

The statement by Mr. Luis Alberto Cordero of the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 205/10.

d) Interventions by member states

The delegation of Mexico emphasized some of the activities carried out at the national and international levels to actively promote disarmament and nonproliferation education. It also made the following recommendations:

1. The OAS, in coordination with other organizations, could support or join in the holding of workshops and seminars on disarmament education, in which governments of the region, nongovernmental organizations, academics, and civil society took part.

2. The CSH and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security should continue to promote greater synergies in work done with the United Nations regarding activities in this area. 

3. To instruct the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to identify, in the United Nations study on disarmament and nonproliferation education, the recommendations directed at the international and regional organizations, in order to identify pertinent actions that the OAS could carry out to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education in the Hemisphere.

Lastly, it announced that its delegation this year would present a resolution on disarmament and nonproliferation education to give concrete expression to the ideas that had arisen at this meeting, so as to be able to implement a mandate that had arisen five years prior.


The delegation of Argentina indicated that multilateralism was the only way to peace and security. It also emphasized the importance of a policy of constructive dialogue, which was the means of achieving the consolidation of a peaceful world.


The delegation of Peru mentioned the workshop on disarmament to be held in Lima, in March 2010. It also indicated that its country, through UNASUR, was seeking to include the subject of limitation of military expenditure, and emphasized that transparency was a minimum requirement if a reduction in military expenditure was to be achieved.

4. Other business

There being no other business, the meeting was declared closed.
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�.	Pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2359 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty,” and AG/RES. 2360 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education.”





