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Participating in this meeting were the following delegations: Argentina, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Consideration of the item “Support for implementation at the hemispheric level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)” [AG/RES. 2358 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

· Introductory remarks by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS


Ambassador Albert Ramdin, the OAS Assistant Secretary General, thanked the Committee for calling this meeting. He spoke about OAS efforts on this subject matter, in response to a request from the Stimson Center and several donors among the member states, underscoring the Organization’s commitment to ensuring implementation of United Nations resolution 1540.


He also mentioned that the support to the process of disseminating the importance of UNSCR 1540 began in 2006 by partnering with CARICOM, Stimson Center and the UN and most recently with SICA and others to engage member states in a policy initiative entitled “The Next 100 Project”, designed and developed by the Stimson Center. The objective of the initiative was to assist member governments needing new sources of technical and financial assistance in addressing economic, public health, and other development challenges while simultaneously working on an array of citizen security threats. 


Ambassador Ramdin also indicated that in 2006, the OAS began collaborating with the Stimson Center and UN 1540 Committee to organize the first subregional Conference in the Caribbean, which took place in February 2007 in the Dominican Republic. Since then, a second follow-up meeting was organized in Kingston, Jamaica in June of 2009. This led to the establishment of a CARICOM 1540 coordinator.


He also reported that currently, at the request of SICA Secretariat and the Stimson Center, the OAS, through the support of his office, was working on a third meeting in Central America to be held in late May of this year, entitled “Responding to UN Resolution 1540 with Development and Capacity Building Assistance in Central America.”


Finally, he also recognized Ambassador Claude Heller as the new Chairman of the UN 1540 Committee.

a) Presentations by the representatives of the United Nations and of Committee 1540 

· Enrique Ochoa, Representative of 1540 Committee 

The presentation by Mr. Enrique Ochoa, was published as document CP/CSH/INF.211/10.
· Ambassador Jorge Urbina, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations and former 1540 Committee chairman

Ambassador Jorge Urbina said that resolution 1540 has been opening up an area of international cooperation in strengthening security for all. Resolution 1540 addresses the need to strengthen international security in view of the shared challenge. Six years after its establishment, several goals have been achieved, including the fact that a large group of countries have sent the information according to established parameters.

Despite these achievements there are still some problems to be resolved. In this regard, he noted that one source of problems is the increasing number of tasks entrusted to the Committee and subsequent amendments to the mandate in resolutions 1673 and 1810 relating to this issue. New tasks, new mandates, the same tools and the resources–that’s where the challenge begins.

The comprehensive review process undertaken in the UN highlighted the need for alternative approaches to contribute to implementation of the resolution. The enormous potential of regional and subregional bodies in support of the purposes of the resolution and the 1540 Committee’s work had also been reaffirmed. He said it was time to put an end to the strategy that one single work method was applicable to all countries and all regions. The nature and purposes of the resolution require close international cooperation with regional and subregional organizations. In this regard, he cited the work of Ambassador Ramdin and the Stimson Center, as well as the work of Mr. Hamilton in CARICOM. 

Ambassador Urbina further highlighted the need for the UN to review how it works with international organizations, noting that it should establish closer cooperative ties. He noted that the OAS was prepared to launch cooperation programs for implementation of this resolution. This requires regional and subregional instruments and certain conditions to be met.

He further stated that at the international level a program needed to be established linking 1540 Committee and the regional organization. Close cooperation was needed, the program should be a joint effort, and regional organizations need a program that is under the direction and guidance of their highest authorities. He also underlined the need to reconcile international security priorities with national priorities, on the understanding that they are closely linked to development, trade, and violence. Finally, he stressed the importance of national focal points devoted to coordinating efforts related to the implementation of resolution 1540.

· O'Neil Hamilton, CARICOM Regional Coordinator on 1540 Committee 

The presentation by Mr. O’Neil Hamilton was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 223/10.

· Tom Wuchte, U.S Coordinator on 1540 Committee, Bureau of International Security & Nonproliferation

The presentation by Mr. Tom Wuchte was published as documents CP/CSH/INF.208/10 and CP/CSH/INF.212/10.
b) Contributions by civil society and other organizations to efforts in the area of security
· Brian D. Finlay, Chief Collaborator, The Henry L. Stimson Center

The presentation by Mr. Brian D. Finlay was published as document CP/CSH/INF.209/10.
· Philip J. Murray, Chairman and General Manager, Maritime Security Council (MSC)

The presentation by Mr. Philip J. Murray was published as document CP/CSH/INF.210/10.
c) Presentation by the OAS General Secretariat

· Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

The presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security was delivered by Mr. Pablo Martínez, of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and was published as document CP/CSH/INF.213/10.
2. Comments by member states on steps taken to implement United Nations Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) 
The delegation of Brazil expressed appreciation for the presentations, recalling that it was involved in the process of negotiating resolution 1540 from the beginning, and was part of the main international regimes and conventions relating to weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. It made reference to legislation and institutional internal control structure for sensitive technological products and technology, and to efforts to involve a variety of relevant national players, including civil society.  With respect to the assistance and cooperation activities referred to in resolution 1540, it noted the active role of Brazil in efforts towards establishing tighter controls on sensitive materials in South America and underscored as well the importance of the issue of disarmament, with a particular focus on weapons destruction.
The delegation of Argentina thanked the Chair for calling this meeting, and cited that country’s reports to the UN on this issue.  The report was submitted on October 6, 2004 and two updates were subsequently forwarded.  Reference was also made to two workshops held in Buenos Aires in 2008 on this issue, and the delegation offered its expertise in disarmament and nonproliferation as part of different activities of this Organization.
The delegation of Mexico said that country had submitted two reports to the United Nations 1540 Committee in 2004 and 2006.  Among these activities cited were the adoption in June 2009 of a federal law to implement control measures for the development, production, and use of materials such as weapons, the development of an accounting system for radioactive materials, and the establishment of 19 customs points for radioactive and nuclear materials.
The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela noted that non-proliferation and disarmament of nuclear weapons were closely connected and should be treated in a holistic manner. It noted as well that the Constitution of that country establishes that the state shall prevent the manufacturing and use of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons; and it described that the multilateral forum as best suited to building consensus on the issue. 

The delegation of Nicaragua expressed its support for the efforts of the international community and the policies of disarmament and nonproliferation of nuclear weapons. In this regard, Mexico reported some progress in this area, including an improved legal system with a new criminal code and the establishment of the National Counter-Terrorism Committee, coordinated by the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs. It function is to implement the Central American plan to counteract terrorism. 

The delegation of Canada underscored the seriousness of weapons of mass destruction and said Canada had submitted three reports to the United Nations 1540 Committee. It acknowledged the requirements posed huge challenges to small states. In this regard, it cited Article 7 of resolution 1540, relating to assistance to small states, and reported that Canada had funded a regional workshop held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in February 2008, involving several OAS member states. They also supported a workshop on maritime and port security in Kingston, Jamaica, in 2008. Canada supported the United Nations 1540 Committee’s invitation to explore along with other international organizations the sharing of lessons learned as well as making programs available for this purpose. Finally, the role of the Stimson Center in this area was acknowledged and it was noted that Canada was willing to consider requests for assistance on this issue.
The delegation of Jamaica stressed the importance of promoting better relations with the United Nations 1540 Committee, and underlined the need to coordinate cooperation at national, regional and hemispheric levels, taking into account the realities of each of state. This delegation also expressed appreciation for the support received from bilateral partners, and for the regional workshops which helped the country fulfill its obligations. Finally, the delegation of Jamaica reaffirmed its support towards achieving the goals of complete disarmament and nonproliferation to strengthen international peace, combat terrorism, and honor commitments undertaken.

3. Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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