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Summary of the meeting held on March 25, 2010


The following delegations attended this meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, and United States. 

1. Consideration of the topic “Special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean” [AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09)]


Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada and Chair of the CSH, explained that this meeting was being held in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09) and that the meeting’s agenda was prepared in consultation with the CARICOM Caucus.

a. Introduction by His Excellency Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States (OAS) and President of the Conclave of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Ambassadors in Washington, D.C. 

The address given by Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS and President of the Conclave of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Ambassadors in Washington, D.C., was published as document

b. Address by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS 


The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, welcomed the opportunity to share the threats facing the security of the small islands. He stated that in today’s context of a more united Hemisphere we cannot speak of only security threats of Small Island States; they cannot be detached of the overall security concept. As an example he referred to the issue of natural disasters which are affecting all.


On the other hand, Ambassador Ramdin mentioned the notion of multidimensional security of the Hemisphere. He also stated that diversity in our Hemisphere means that what is relevant to one group may not be relevant to another one, which means that we will need to respond differently to the different threats.


He also stated that Caribbean security challenges are more focused on a human security agenda that includes issues such as man-made and natural disasters; development related security elements of security, unemployment, and the global financial crisis, which have had an impact on the sustainability of our societies.  He also mentioned the issue of health – HIV/AIDS – which is not seen only as a health issue but as a social issue in this region because it affects the productive aspect of society.


Additionally he referred to the issues of illegal trafficking of drugs, firearms, etc., and indicated that the Caribbean is caught in the middle of these issues, as a transition point. Society is impacted negatively by these aspects and there is a cost to deal with these security threats that must be taken into account.

He also highlighted that Caribbean countries share common areas of threats, particularly porous borders, inadequately patrolled coastlines, unmanned airstrips, under-resourced law enforcement and security agencies, deficiencies in forensic capacity, and firearms, transfer of crimes and criminal expertise due to globalization and freedom of travel, negative impact from the inclusion of criminal deportees, other criminal individuals and the global skills they add to the criminal landscape, illegal migration and trafficking in humans, homicides influenced by gang activities and the domestic situation, and cyber and electronic crimes. 


Finally, Ambassador Ramdin highlighted the following points:

1. Recognized that the Caribbean security challenges do not stand by themselves – they cannot be detached from the hemispheric security agenda.

2. Security challenges are not caused by Caribbean countries. We need to find more support from richer countries in the Hemisphere to face these challenges. 

3. Need to strengthen collaboration in the sub region itself. In this point he mentioned the following mechanisms that are in place in the Caribbean: the Joint Regional Communications Centre (JRCC), the Regional Intelligence Committee (RIC), CARICOM Intelligence Sharing Network (CISNET), Regional Intelligence Fusion Centre (RIFC), and CARICOM-IMPACS.

4. Proliferation of activities can lead to duplication of efforts.

5. There is a need for more cooperation within the Hemisphere (cooperation on the real costs underlined of security and crime and violence in society).

6. The Secretariat has provided support to the Caribbean on security as in the case of the Cricket World Cup. He underlined the commitment of this Organization to continue with this support.

7. He suggested that the CSH meet more often on this issue.

c. Presentations on:

· CARICOM’s experiences in disaster management and mitigation

· Presentation by Lieutenant Colonel Clyde William Parris, Defense Attaché, Permanent Mission of Barbados to the OAS, representing the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA).

The presentation by Lieutenant Colonel Clyde William Parris, Defense Attaché with the Permanent Mission of Barbados to the OAS, representing the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), was published as document CP/CSH/INF-218/10.
· Prevention of violence

Presentation by Mr. Alexandre Marc, Lead Specialist on Conflict, Development Department, World Bank.


The presentation by Mr. Alexandre Marc, Lead Specialist on Conflict at the World Bank’s Development Department, was published as document CP/CSH/INF-216/10.

· The impact of climate change: A continuous threat to the sustainable development of the Caribbean

Presentation by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS.


The presentation by Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS, was published as document CP/CSH/INF-220/10.

· Improving border control measures: Advanced Passenger Information System (APIS)

Teleconference with Captain Michael Jones of the Regional Communications Centre of the Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS).


The presentation by Capt. Michael Jones of the Regional Communications Centre of the Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) was published as document CP/CSH/INF-215/10.

d. OAS initiatives in support of the security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean

· Presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security


The presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security was given by Ms. Gala Redington and was distributed as document CP/CSH-1194/10.

· Presentation by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) 


The presentation by Mr. Cletus Springer, Director of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), was published as document CP/CSH-1198/10.

· Presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) 

The presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) was given by its Director General, Brigadier General Ancil Antoine of the Trinidad and Tobago Defense Force. Addresses were also given by the Director of the Subsecretariat for Advisory Services, Colonel Pedro Pimentel of the Chilean Army, and the Advisor for Natural Disasters, Captain José Aguayo of the Mexican Navy.

The presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board was published as document CP/CSH/INF- 217/10.

e. Comments from the delegations

The delegation of Haiti spoke about matters relating to the response to the earthquake of January 12. Haiti’s full contribution was published as document CP/CSH-1196/10.


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela noted that the Caribbean area was of particular importance to Venezuela, itself undeniably a Caribbean country. In this regard, it offered the following comments: Venezuela’s relations with those countries have acquired a new dimension, and numerous agreements and conventions have been signed.


The position of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has been one of active participation, with maximum good will, in order to assist the sustainable development of small island states and to be of use in that pursuit, as a central goal of the Bolivarian people of Venezuela’s policy of fraternal solidarity and cooperation toward the island states. 


Venezuela shares the island states’ environmental concerns because it also has island and coastal territories that are vulnerable to global warming, the most immediate consequence of which is rising sea levels, which directly affects us in socio-economic terms. As a developing nation that is doubly vulnerable to the effects of climate change, Venezuela has defended the need to protect other developing countries from the effects of emission reduction measures and from the effects of climate change.


In the year 2000, the Venezuelan government launched the Caracas Energy Agreement, which took cooperation to a higher level. Through this mechanism, Venezuela supplies the Caribbean nations with oil and derivatives under preferential terms. 


In addition, on June 29, 2005, Petrocaribe was created. This is an Energy Cooperation Agreement proposed by the Bolivarian Government of Venezuela with the aim of resolving asymmetries in access to energy resources through a new regime of solidarity-based, favorable, equitable, and fair exchange among the countries of the Caribbean region, many of which do not have state control over the supply of those resources. The principal goal of this initiative is to contribute to the energy security, socio-economic development, and integration of the Caribbean countries through the sovereign use of energy resources. Petrocaribe is envisioned as a comprehensive proposal that promotes the quality of life and effective participation by people. 


The Petrocaribe initiative was initially signed by 14 countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Belize, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Venezuela. Haiti and Nicaragua formally joined at the Third Petrocaribe Summit, bringing the current membership up to 16.

Venezuela has redefined its energy policy, focusing not only on the perspective of an exporting country, but also channeling it to benefit both our nation and the rest of the region’s countries. Venezuela is convinced that as countries develop socially and economically, they will make significant progress in their stability and security, thus helping reduce their concerns and vulnerabilities, strengthening their ability to support climate change adaptation efforts, and contributing to the implementation of two United Nations instruments: the program of action of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, held in Barbados in 1994, and the Mauritius Strategy of 2005. Only an approach to integration based on cooperation, solidarity, complementarity, and a common desire to attain higher levels of development can satisfy the needs and aspirations of the peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean. 


The delegation of Colombia reiterated its country’s commitment with the Caribbean region in collaborating and cooperating on these special security concerns. Colombia noted that it too is a Caribbean country and has islands and coastal regions that are at danger from the threat of disasters and problems such as drug trafficking. It also emphasized the importance of international cooperation and the need for a common thread in dealing with these topics in order to prevent the duplication of efforts. In addition, Colombia noted the need for resources and for an evaluation of the progress already made, in order to identify ways to tackle those threats.  Colombia is to host the Santa Marta Meeting on April 14 to 16, offering an opportunity for the exchange of good climate change practices. 


The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines indicated that the matter of Disaster Management and Mitigation is viewed as a top priority and it is coordinated on the national level by the National Emergency Management Organization (NEMO).  NEMO falls under the direct auspices of the Office of the Prime Minister and collaborates with elements of the private sector and civil society.  The structure includes the involvement of community based organizations, uniformed organizations and other clubs at the local level.  District Police Stations, Health Clinics and district offices of utility companies operate at the district level, and all relevant government ministries, radio and television stations and other media outlets, telecommunications companies and other utility companies and national umbrella NGOs participate at the national level.


Regionally, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines collaborates with CDEMA, the RSS and the University of the West Indies’ Centre for Disaster Risk Reduction based in Mona, Jamaica, and the Seismic Research Unit based in St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. Traditionally, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines provides assistance through these regional entities to its neighbors, when the need arises. This assistance includes, but is not limited to:

· direct financial aid

· assistance in the restoration of public utilities, telephone and electricity services

· the provision of potable water

· Violence Prevention

· Border Control


They also recognized the need to focus on this area and have invested in the upgrading of machinery, operational practices and policies as it relates to effective border control. There are, however, several exigent circumstances to take into consideration, among which are:

· The multi-island nature of our territory and the number of ports of entry

· The relatively small size of the economy

· The need to balance criminal detection and deterrence with the need to facilitate an environment that continues to attract legitimate Foreign Direct Investment and investors and tourists alike.

· The push for greater political and economic unity within the OECS and CARICOM subregions; especially as it regards the element of the “free movement of persons” within and among the member states.


The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines recognized and appreciated the continued assistance and support provided by the OAS Secretariat vis-à-vis the security challenges faced by Small Island States within the Caribbean as we work to ensure the continued and enhanced safety and security of the hemisphere and also, particularly appreciates the continued efforts at coordinating relief and reconstruction efforts currently underway in Haiti.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago stated that the focus on the special security of small island states of the Caribbean is always much appreciated by all members of the CARICOM Community. It therefore cannot be reiterated enough that the particular vulnerabilities experienced by members of the CARICOM community are unique and different to say the least. It also expressed that given the number and often magnitude of issues, that the OAS is confronted with it may at times be overlooked and in the ‘give and take’ of multilateral discourse, the nature and scope of whose challenges are always more acutely felt by small states, simply because of their small size, small population and limited capacities to mention just a few. In this regard he said that it remains however, a responsibility that members of this community must never, and will never shy away from, but will boldly promote and defend at every opportunity. Finally, they requested that there be the accompanying sensitivity to the particular realities of life in small stats of the Caribbean.


The delegation of Mexico insisted, as stated in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, that the threats, concerns, and other challenges to security in the hemisphere are of diverse kinds and multidimensional in scope. Mexico therefore recognizes that the security of the small island states of the Caribbean involves particular circumstances that make them especially vulnerable and susceptible to risks and threats of a multidimensional and transnational nature that entail political, economic, social, health, environmental, and geographical factors, and it acknowledges that multilateral cooperation offers the most effective approach for addressing and dealing with those threats and concerns.


Consequently, when an island state is affected by a natural disaster, Mexico – either at the country’s express request or through an offer made by its government – makes efforts to extend humanitarian assistance. In such cases, medical supplies, building materials, and foodstuffs are provided; search and rescue operations are carried out; and the civilian and military authorities responsible for dealing with the emergency are given advice and training – at all times, in coordination with the affected nation and respecting its wishes, as was the case recently with Haiti. 


Finally, Mexico reiterated its firmest political determination to continue supporting the small island states of the Caribbean in implementing and developing mechanisms that will enable them to meet new threats, concerns, and other challenges to their security.


The delegation of Canada referred to the long-standing, positive political, economic, security, and development relationship with the small island states of the Caribbean and mentioned that its engagement in the Caribbean is one of partnership, and is a key part of their broader engagement in the hemisphere. In this regard it gave some examples of cooperation with Caribbean partners to address security issues, including:

· Through our Military Training and Cooperation Program (MTCP), Canada provided assistance in the establishment of the Jamaica Military Aviation School (JMAS), the only such facility in the Caribbean. The intent is for JMAS to develop a regional training capacity, which will provide helicopter and multi-engine aircraft training to pilots throughout the region, once the school has reached its full training complement.

· In addition to Jamaica, Canada also engages with a number of states in the Caribbean through the Military Training and Cooperation Program. (Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago)

· Since 1993, the Jamaican Defence Force (JDF) and the Canadian Forces (CF) have co-sponsored command and staff training at the junior officer level. The Caribbean Junior Command and Staff Course (CJCSC), in which at least seven countries in the region participate, is conducted annually.

· In the Eastern Caribbean, Canada is a key supporter to the Barbados-based Regional Security System, which assists member states in responding to natural disasters, illicit drug production and trafficking, money laundering and illegal migration. 

· In 2007/08, Canada provided the OAS Department of Public Security with $67,303 for a Caribbean Preparatory Meeting for the Ministerial Meeting on Crime and Violence in the Americas.


The delegation of Canada recognized that the largest threat to the security of small island Caribbean states, due to their geographic location, is narco-trafficking and the associated transnational organized crime.  This is why Canada is responding with a new Anti-Crime Capacity Building Program.  The program will provide $15 million per year for initiatives aimed at addressing crime and insecurity in the Americas.  The Caribbean Basin will be a focal point of the Program. Initial programming has begun, mainly through funding of UNODC projects. The Anti-Crime Capacity Building Program will further complement existing security programs by strengthening regional cooperation to counter challenges associated with crime and corruption.

In a more recent example of Canada-Caribbean cooperation in the face of security concerns, Canada welcomed the rapid response by CARICOM to the devastating earthquake in Haiti. Canada was very grateful for Jamaica’s generous offer of using Norman Manley International Airport as an air-bridge during relief efforts. The efficient transportation of supplies and personnel to and from Haiti was a clear example of Canada-Jamaica, and by extension Canada-Caribbean, cooperation. 

Canada stands ready to continue to provide support to Haiti and to work with partners, such as CARICOM, in these efforts. Strengthening security cooperation is part of Canada’s engagement in the Americas and is a key priority as we deliver on this engagement. 


The delegation of the United States thanks all presenters and suggested that the next meeting devote more time so member states can have more time to exchange points of views on this important issue.  They also indicated that President Obama made clear the importance he attributes to security concerns of the small island states and that they are working to secure assistance in this area.


The delegation of Jamaica made the following observations: 
· Security threats and concerns are diverse in nature and multidimensional in scope.

· That small islands states are particularly vulnerable and susceptible to risks and threats of a multidimensional and transnational nature, and

· That multilateral cooperation is the most effective approach for responding to and managing the threats and concerns of small-island states.



As outlined in the presentation by CDEMA, the recent devastating earthquake in Haiti is a vivid example of the impact of natural disasters on security, particularly for Caribbean States. They also noted the importance of climate change, violence prevention and border control measures in addressing the special security concerns of small island states. Finally, they took note of the actions undertaken by the OAS Secretariat and those underway, and look forward to continued support from these and other Departments in the Secretariat.


The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis also made reference to the time constraints and suggested that more time be assigned at a future session. 

2. Other business


There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.
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