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The following delegations attended this meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
Follow-up on institutional matters: The Americas as an Antipersonnel Landmine-free zone AG/RES. 2559 (XL-O/10)
1. Statement by Ambassador Susan Eckey of Norway, Chair of the Second Ottawa Convention Review Conference


The statement by Ambassador Susan Eckey of Norway was published as document CP/CSH/INF.236/10.

2. Presentation on demining activities

· Presentation by Mr. Carl Case, Director, Office of Humanitarian Mine Action 
-
Report on the activities of the Comprehensive Mine Action Assistance Program (AICMA)

-
10th Meeting of the States Parties to the Ottawa Convention


Mr. Carl M. Case, Director of the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action, OAS Department of Public Security, presented a report on the activities of the Comprehensive Mine Action Assistance (AICMA) Program and on the Tenth Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention held from November 29 to December 3, 2010 in Geneva, Switzerland.

The report of the Mine Action Assistance Program was published as documents CP/CSH-1269/10 and CP/CSH/INF. 127/10.

In its comments on the Geneva meeting, the delegation of Canada highlighted the following points:  the completion of the formal evaluation process of the Convention support unit; completion of the inter-sessional work plan; and the decision to grant extensions to some countries in this region.


The delegation of Chile said that progress had been made in that country but there was still a lot to be done. For Chile, there were topographical and technical problems as the mined areas were difficult to access.


The delegation of Uruguay thanked the donor countries, especially the Kingdom of Spain, for their work in this area.  It also commented on the presentation “Mined Lives,” organized by the Observer Mission of Spain


The delegation of Ecuador expressed its firm commitment to moving forward with the process of demining in the border areas that still had antipersonnel mines. It stated that the availability of a machine that identifies and clears mines would help with this operation. 


The delegation of Colombia said it was tackling criminal organizations that had resorted to using improvised explosive devices. Over the last decade, these organizations have increased the use of such devices. The Colombian State has made considerable effort to identify and destroy mine fields and care for victims.  The delegation also acknowledged the donors and thanked them for their attention, and spoke as well about the work of AICMA. 


The delegation of Peru thanked the hemispheric system and donors for supporting the mine-clearing work, adding that our region was growing in terms of training and personnel, but that it believed the ongoing support of donor countries remained vital.


Mr. Carl Case stated that they have supported the destruction of stockpiles through assistance from donors, and were interested in facilitating exchanges of experiences with the different countries.


The CSH Chair acknowledged that humanitarian demining was a joint effort whereby governments, the OAS, and public and private entities joined forces towards a common goal.  He also recognized the work done by AICMA.  Finally, he noted that mine-clearing was difficult because of the topography, and that training was one of the tools that delivered immediate results.

3. Presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board


The Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), Lieutenant General José Roberto Machado e Silva, spoke about the monitors, who represented countries that have contributed and who dedicate their effort to AICMA, thanking them for their efforts.  He then offered the floor to Colonel Sergio Luis Loureiro Lima for the presentation of the IADB report.  The report was published as documents CP/CSH-1270/10 and CP/CSH/INF.238/10.

The delegation of Brazil acknowledged the role played by the AICMA in this program and the support provided by the IADB. It also underscored the role of donor countries. The delegation stated that under its statutes, the IADB is allowed to provide technical assistance in this field, and that 384 monitors were appointed – 178 of them from Brazil. It said it considered it important for AICMA and the IADB to coordinate.  It was further noted that the statutory mandates of the IADB transcend technical assistance and that the activities of the IADB in weapons destruction, which is in its statutes, should be considered.  The IADB must be strengthened, as it is regarded as a significant player in stockpile destruction.

4. Member state comments on the issue of antipersonnel land mines


The delegation of Guatemala spoke about the demining process in Guatemala, which began in 1997 and ended in December 2005 pursuant to Article 5 of the Ottawa Convention. The demining process received support from  AICMA and the IADB. The delegation noted how significant it was that Central America has now been declared a landmine-free zone. It cited some of the projects carried out in this field, among them care for victims and care centers for persons with disabilities. It noted the solid participation of Guatemala in the AICMA and IADB program.

The delegation of Nicaragua conveyed its appreciation to the Ambassador of Norway, as well as to the IADB and AICMA.  It underscored the need to continue working on the execution of demining programs for the Americas to become a mine-free zone, and welcomed Nicaragua’s recent declaration about being mine-free, but noted the ongoing efforts to rid Nicaraguan territory of mines and to rehabilitate victims. It also thanked the donor and partner countries as well as the AICMA program. Finally, it reaffirmed its commitment to sharing its experience in the other countries of the Hemisphere.


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela reiterated its commitment to the Ottawa Convention and noted that over the last eight years it had presented the reports on this topic. It also congratulated Nicaragua on its accomplishment in being declared mine-free.


The delegation of Mexico thanked the observer missions and congratulated the Observer Mission of Spain for staging this week’s event. It also underscored the need to move forward in banning these weapons, and urged states to accede to the Ottawa Convention. 


Noting that the United States was the main donor in terms of demining and victim support issues, the delegation of the United States said that U.S. assistance was provided to 32 countries last year. It also expressed its support for the work of AICMA and cited the issue of Colombia, the country with the largest number of landmine victims in the Hemisphere. 


The delegation of Canada made mention of the background to the Ottawa Convention and to the importance of the Declaration of Central America as an antipersonnel landmine-free zone. It announced as well that a draft resolution on this topic would be presented shortly.

5. Presentation by Donor Observer Countries

· Ambassador Javier Sancho, Observer Mission of Spain to the OAS


Ambassador Javier Sancho of the Observer Mission of Spain described the joint activities and cooperation of the OAS and with Carl Case’s team as exemplary.  AICMA was a vital program in the area of cooperation.  Spain has made a special effort and contributes to the United Nations and to the OAS. Citing the December 8 event on demining, which was part of a joint effort with the OAS, he also reminded them that the job is not yet finished. The idea behind this event was – through a photo exhibition – to send a very strong message of hope.  He further noted that this work was not just for government but should also include civil society organizations. He took the opportunity to recall that in the area of cooperation, they have not been able to train experts and civilians from the AICMA program, stating the intention to continue supporting this program in future.
· Joris Totté, First Secretary, Observer Mission of Belgium to the OAS


The statement by Mr. Joris Totté, First Secretary of the Observer Mission of Belgium, was published as document CP/CSH/INF.239/10.

· Antonella Uneddu, Counselor, Observer Mission of Italy to the OAS


Ms. Antonella Uneddu, of the Observer Mission of Italy, said that the issue of demining was a priority in terms of her country’s humanitarian commitment, and that Italy was among the first countries to ratify the Ottawa Convention.  This country supports the demining programs and provides victim assistance.  It also collaborates on issues of stockpile destruction and supports international activities in this field.  Between 2002 and 2010, Italy contributed some $2.8 million in support for rehabilitation programs and mine-clearing operations in Honduras, Nicaragua, and Guatemala.  It has also supported programs in Ecuador, Peru, and Colombia.

6. Other business


Reminding delegations that today was International Human Rights Day, the Chair noted that the activities of the IADB and AICMA helped to ensure that human rights remained effective and were observed.


The Chair announced as well that given the importance of this issue and mindful that Central America was recently declared as a mine-free zone, the delegation of Guatemala would be circulating shortly a draft statement on this subject matter.
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