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The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, to consider the items on the order of business. document CP/CSH-1276/11 rev. 1.


The following delegations attended this meeting:  Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

1. Follow-up on institutional matters: Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security [AG/RES. 2532 (XL-O/10]
· Presentation by Guillermo Pacheco, Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies, “International Organizations and Hemispheric Security”


Mr. Pacheco's presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF.246/11.

· Presentation by Colonel John (Jay) Cope (Ret.), Institute for National Strategic Studies, National Defense University “The Spirit of Article 42, Declaration on Security in the Americas: Looking Ahead”


Col. Cope's presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF.248/11

· Presentation by Salvador Raza, Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies, “Conflict Analysis Methodology for Formulating Security Policies and Strategies”


Mr. Raza's presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF.247/11.

· Presentation by Margaret Daly Hayes, EBR Associates, “Steps to Take”


Ms. Margaret Daly Hayes’ presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF.249/11.

Comments by member states


The delegation of Mexico asked the panelists, hypothetically speaking, how the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas would benefit if it were a ministerial meeting of the Organization.


The delegation of Guatemala concurred with the remarks regarding the need to have a more responsive OAS, for which it was necessary to strengthen security analysis and flexibility in order to accommodate all concerns.  The delegation also asked the panelists how the national budget should be balanced between social and security spending and how this balance could be achieved. 


The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela noted that the presentations failed to address prevention and social issues.


The delegation of Brazil noted the need to look for linkages between programs on security and integral development in the OAS.  The delegation mentioned that social, employment, and poverty alleviation aspects could be overlooked.  It also mentioned the importance of having in place mechanisms to systematize access to information and underscored the benefits of experience sharing within the Organization.


The delegation of Peru referred to the presentation by Ms. Hayes and said that it was no coincidence that security problems occur in areas where a state presence is lacking.


The delegation of Ecuador suggested that, if appropriate, consideration could be given to the creation of a network on security in international cooperation.


The delegation of Costa Rica supported Ms. Hayes' observation that declarations must be followed up by actions.


The delegation of United States indicated that the Declaration is as valid today as in 2003; it is our security architecture. Also, they mentioned the need to move beyond the Declaration and make sure that it is not a declaration without actions. In addition, he mentioned that there had been significant actions that have supplemented the Declaration of Security of the Americas such as CICAD, CICTE, REMJA, defense ministerial, MISPA and CIFTA, jut to name a few.  These actions need to be complemented on an emphasis of member states implementation of the DSA.  Successful implementation of the DSA requires actions in the national, regional, and hemispheric level.


The following three suggestions were presented:

1. The CSH needs to do more on implementation and awareness of what we are doing.

2. There should be a greater promotion of the DSA in different government ministries.

3. All of CSH activities and resolutions need to be rationalized to the DSA in order to see the advancement of the Declaration.


Ms. Hayes mentioned that when tackling insecurity, prevention measures as well as investment in education, labor, communication, and transport are essential for attaining security.  Any long-term solution inevitably includes social investment.  She also expressed her satisfaction at the suggestion of attempting to connect the work of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and integral development, since the activities are complementary.


Mr. Pacheco reflected on the strengthening of political and military relations produced by the integration of the system of the conference of defense ministers with other processes.


Col. Cope addressed the question raised by the delegation of Mexico, saying that this had been a topic of discussion at the last nine meetings of ministers of defense.  As regards the balance between development and security, he said that it is difficult to find the right balance and that in each instance it must be found in keeping with the domestic circumstances of each country. 

· Presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security of a methodology with guidelines for facilitating the preparation and submission by member states of voluntary reports on measures and actions pertaining to implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas


Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, presented the document entitled “Methodology with guidelines for facilitating the preparation and submission by member states of voluntary reports on implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas (2003)” pursuant to operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2532 (XL-O/10) “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security”.  The methodology was distributed as document CP/CSH-1279/11.


The delegation of Mexico thanked the Secretariat for the presentation and said that the purpose of this mandate is to enable the Committee to adopt a format that has the seal of the Committee on it and so permit the countries to submit voluntary reports in this regard.


The Chair of the Committee suggested that the delegations hold talks with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security on this topic and said that this matter would be considered at the next meeting.

· Comments by member states 


The delegation of Canada stated that as the Declaration on Security in the Americas demonstrates the security threats we face today are numerous and serious.  We should respond accordingly, deepen our collaboration with one another in this area and demonstrate to our respective citizenries that we remain determined to overcome these challenges. Engagement in the Americas is a priority for the Government of Canada and the work to advance cooperation on security in the Hemisphere will remain one of the central focuses of that engagement. 

As Canada’s most recent report on implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas demonstrates, advancing the collective security interests requires the cooperation and collaboration of multiple stakeholders, both across and outside government and in both traditional and non-traditional areas of activity.  This reality, itself an outgrowth of the emergence of new and non-traditional threats to the security of member states within the Hemisphere, is at the heart of the OAS’ adoption of a “multidimensional” approach to security, a term first developed in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.  Canada continues to fully subscribe to this “multidimensional” approach to our national and collective security.

Canada strongly believes that enhancing hemispheric security and stability is essential to our collective efforts to build a more prosperous and democratic Hemisphere. As a multilateral forum which draws together member states as partners, and boasts a secretariat which does important program implementation work throughout the Hemisphere, we think the OAS provides us with a durable platform for carrying out these efforts.

Canada contributes to hemispheric security in part through its Global Peace and Security Fund, as well as through its Anti-Crime and Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building Programs.  Annual contributions though these mechanisms provide training, mentoring, technical assistance, and other support across a range of security-related domains, including efforts to combat illicit drugs, corruption, human trafficking, money laundering, and terrorism.  This assistance notably serves to improve international legal cooperation, criminal justice reform, border, transport, critical infrastructure and cyber-security and crime prevention at all levels, from community to transnational. Canada also continues to support the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP) and MINUSTAH in Haiti as key multilateral engagements.

Strengthening civil-military relations is key to modernizing the defense architecture in the Hemisphere.  Canada is proud that this coming July, a Canadian will assume chairmanship of the Inter American Defense Board for a one-year term, and this theme will figure prominently in his work with partners to reform the Board and assist it in enhancing the delivery of its mandate.

Canada welcomes the development of a reporting template for voluntary reporting by the member states on their implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas and we thank the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security for its presentation today. Canada regularly updates and shares its report on the Declaration on Security in the Americas and we call upon other member states to do the same.  We are currently in the process of updating our 2010 report which we will circulate to this committee in due course.  As the Declaration on Security in the Americas celebrates its eighth anniversary this year, Canada renews its commitment to implementing the Declaration, and to realizing our collective vision of a peaceful and secure Hemisphere.

2. Consideration of the Work Plan of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for the Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its Forty-First Regular Session (CP/CSH-1274/11)


The Chair of the CSH submitted for consideration by the delegations this Committee's work plan for presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted at the next General Assembly, contained in document CP/CSH-1274/11.

The delegation of Canada requested that these dates be borne in mind for coordination of the negotiations on the Declaration in the preparations for the General Assembly this year.

The Committee adopted the work plan.

3. Other business


Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security presented the report “Follow-up on Institutional Matters: “Strengthening Cooperation among Customs and Law Enforcement Authorities in the Americas – AG/RES. 2488 (XXXIX-O/09)” contained in document CP/CSH-1277/11.


The delegation of Canada distributed the publication by RESDAL, “La Mujer en las Instituciones Armas y Policiales” (Women in the Armed Forces and Police). 


The delegation of Mexico referred to the work in connection with the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and reminded the delegations that the deadline for submitting observations expired on February 14, 2011.
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