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The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1285/11.

The following delegations participated in this meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Canada,  Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, Peru,  Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

1. Consideration of the "Criteria to guide and facilitate preparation and presentation of voluntary reports by member states on measures and activities related to implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas " (CP/CSH-1280/11)

The Chair reminded the delegations that on February 10, 2011, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security had presented to the Committee a “Methodology with guidelines for facilitating the preparation and submission by member states of voluntary reports on measures and actions pertaining to the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas” pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2532 (XL-O/10) “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security”. The proposal was distributed as document CP/CSH-1279/11. 

In this regard, and following the presentation, the Chair prepared, in collaboration with one of the Committee vice chairs, a document based on the Secretariat's proposal. It was distributed as document CP/CSH-1280/11 and presented by the Chair.

The Delegation of Brazil asked the Chair to explain the spirit of this proposal.

The Chair said he had received comments on the Secretariat's proposal. In an effort to simplify and extract the essence of the mandate, the Chair asked Vice-Chair, who is from Mexico, to help him with this matter, given the information and extensive understanding about what the mandate involved. The aim is to provide a minimum threshold for voluntary reporting.

In relation to this document, the Delegation of Brazil suggested:
· Including the issue of human rights as an additional item.
· Including in the human rights section "actions and measures to strengthen the Inter-American human rights protection system."
· Creating a section on "Best practices and lessons learned"
· It further suggested including "actions to promote economic and social development" and "Actions to promote economic development through economic cooperation in the hemisphere."
· Under the item on disarmament and nonproliferation of all weapons of mass destruction, including a reference to the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).
· Under the item on defense, including "Cooperation with the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)."
· Including under the item on antipersonnel landmines: "Cooperation with Comprehensive Mine Action Program (AICMA) and the IADB."
· Including under the item on extreme poverty, inequality, and social exclusion: "Activities to combat extreme poverty in our countries."
· Under the item on the environment, including the following reference: "In order to promote sustainable use of natural resources and move towards integral development and in order to promote the environment preservation in a cooperative manner."

He indicated that this document will be useful reference for voluntary reports, and asked how this issue would be handled at the General Assembly.

The Delegation of the United States shared its views on the purpose and value of this document, noting that it spent 8 years trying to see what has been achieved and only a few countries have reported. The purpose of this document is to encourage countries to report and to do so taking into account that in preparing it there should be consultation with a number of agencies and ministries. This is not an exercise to try to redefine the Declaration on Security in the Americas and it should be recognized that this document covered the issues that were prominent at that time. 

The delegation also asked for each section to be identified with the corresponding paragraphs of the Declaration on Security in the Americas and indicated that there were some issues with the English translation, which should be adjusted to be consistent with the language of the Declaration.

Finally, it spoke about why this exercise was being done. In this regard, the Delegation noted that the exercise could help shed light on the progress being made in fulfilling commitments and identifying best practices and programs that could serve as a frame of reference for other countries.

The Delegation of Canada thanked the Chair for the presentation of this format in narrative form, which allows more flexibility and facilitates the process of consultation with the various agencies. It also reiterated the importance of this document, the purpose of which is to promote voluntary reporting on implementation of the Declaration.  It also recalled that at the last meeting, which addressed the issue of the Declaration, Canada announced that it would be updating its report, but decided to await the adoption of this format before submitting it. 

It also stressed that it wanted to keep the approach of the Declaration on Security in the Americas. In terms of issues arising since 2003, care must be taken to ensure that the document does not go beyond the issues addressed in the Declaration. The item "Other business" at the end thus provides opportunity to include additional issues not included in the Declaration and on which some countries would like to report.


It also asked whether the issue of maritime security was included when reference is made to "port security," and whether the list -- at the end the document -- containing information that must be submitted by the member states pursuant to the mandates of  OAS General Assembly resolutions, was exhaustive.

The Chair stated that the list of reports included at the end of the document was drawn up based on the mandates in the resolutions. He asked the delegations if they had thought about whether or not it was appropriate to include additional ones.

The Delegation of Mexico referred to item 32, the objective of which is to include the reports. In this sense, it explained that only those mandated by resolutions were included. It noted further that the annual resolution on follow-up to the Declaration on Security in the Americas would include a paragraph inviting states to submit voluntary reports based on the criteria adopted by this Committee.

The Delegation of Chile referred to the item on transnational organized crime, requesting that a more specific reference be included, such as: "actions and measures in the areas of legislation and institutional strengthening, definition of crimes in accordance with the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its three protocols, and pertinent jurisprudence on the subject, among others."

With respect to the item on the worldwide drug problem, it also asked for this specific reference: "actions and measures in the area of institutional strengthening and demand reduction, among others."

The Committee adopted the document "Guidelines for facilitating the preparation and submission by member states of voluntary reports on measures and actions pertaining to implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas," taking into consideration the suggestions from the various delegations.
2. Proposal for the process of costing draft resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly, in accordance with resolutions CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) and CP/RES. 971 (1751/10) 
· Presentation by Minister Luis Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico and Vice Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) 

Minister Luis Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico and Vice Chair of the CAAP, made ​​a presentation on the proposal for the process of costing draft resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly, in accordance with resolutions CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) and CP/RES. 971 (1751/10). 

He was accompanied by Mr. Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada and Chair of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, and Mr. Ricardo Graziano, Director of the Department of Planning and Evaluation, Secretariat for Administration and Finance.

The CSH Chair accentuated the efforts of the CAAP and its Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, underscoring how important it was for the necessary steps to be taken to ensure that the costs of resolutions negotiated within the CSH are adequately reflected. He also shared some thoughts on the importance of this debate in light of the upcoming General Assembly.

The Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Ambassador Adam Blackwell, offered some recommendations and comments to the delegations in attendance, in an effort to contribute to the formulation of mandates. Accordingly, he invited the states to support the preparation of resolutions to facilitate implementation of comprehensive responses to security problems, taking into consideration the definite interrelationship of different kinds of threats, so as to enable responses that are more consistent with the real needs of our citizens, with greater short-, medium-, and long-term impact.   
Comments by delegations

The Delegation of Peru expressed its support for the costing exercise, which it viewed as an essential tool delivering useful information as well. It also noted that at the mandate review stage, approvals without sources of funding identified cannot be ignored. In addition, it requested the authorities of the CAAP to circulate the costing of 2010 resolutions, which would facilitate the work of this Committee.

The delegations from Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, and Uruguay supported this exercise, stating that it was important for countries to be able to see the impact of their resolutions.

The Delegation of Guatemala inquired as to when the costing appendix would be attached to draft resolutions.

The Delegation of Brazil stressed the importance of coordinating specific funds according to the priorities of member states.

The Delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela asked whether there was any sense in adopting a resolution if it is known beforehand that the regular fund has no resources.

Minister Castillo confirmed that this exercise was a tool to enable planning and making operations transparent. It will also make it possible to foresee future budget pressures. The CAAP was already thinking about budget projections 2 or 3 years ahead  in order to meet the Organization's policy needs. Finally, it noted that the intention was for budget information not to be mixed with policy decisions.

Mr. Giroux said his recommendation would to add the cost once the text of the resolution was completed. The costing policy process could thus be divided up and, he noted, this process would give an idea as to how much money is needed to fund all of the new resolutions.
3. Other business
· The Chair informed delegations that the meeting scheduled for March 24, which is to address the topic of the special security concerns of small island states, would now be held on Thursday, March 31, 2011 in the afternoon.  The agenda of this meeting is being coordinated with CARICOM.
· The Delegation of Mexico reported that on March 7 that government had deposited its instrument ratifying the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC).
· Announcing that the 12th Meeting of the Consultative Committee CIFTA will be held on Friday, April 15, the Delegation of Mexico reminded delegations to forward the questionnaire on implementation of CIFTA, which was sent out last January.
· The Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago announced the dates MISPA III (November 17 and 18, 2011), according to the note CP/CSH-1287/11.
· The Delegation of Brazil requested the Secretariat to contact the Inter-American Defense College for the seminar program on disarmament and nonproliferation, scheduled for late March.
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