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The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1290/11 corr. 2.

The following delegations participated in this meeting: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.


This meeting focused on the issue of the special security concerns of small island states, pursuant to the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09) “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean.”
1. Introduction by Her Excellency Gillian Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada and Chair of the Caucus of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Ambassadors in Washington, D.C.  

Ambassador Gillian Bristol noted that this issue has been the focus of attention since the 1990s and it has become increasingly important. She said that in the Declaration of Kingstown on the Security of Small Island States, adopted in 2002, the member states reaffirmed that the  integrity and stability of small island states in the political, economic, social, environmental, and health areas are an integral part of hemispheric security.

Turning to the concept of multidimensional security, adopted in 2003, Ambassador Bristol said it expanded on the traditional approach to security to include economic, social, and environmental factors.

She proposed that the resolution to be submitted to the General Assembly in San Salvador this year go further than the one presented in 2009, and that the repetitions of prior years should be avoided. That resolution should include specific implementation actions, and should underscore the importance of cooperation. 

Ambassador Bristol emphasized the need to ensure that the Organization's agenda to continue to address this issue, which contributes to the strengthening of security in the region.

She also thanked the Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago for collaborating with the organization on the agenda for this meeting, and thanked the Committee Chair for being flexible in including this item on the Committee's agenda.

Finally, she touched on the issue of climate change, describing it as one of the greatest threats to this region.
2. Remarks by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS 

Ambassador Albert Ramdin said that it should be borne in mind that the stability of any country affects the stability of all countries. He shared with the Committee some thoughts on threats facing small island states, 

Noting that the countries were facing a change of global proportions, which has led to refocused priorities. The test for the current leadership is the extent to which leaders can work together to tackle the various threats, such as conflicts, terrorism, poverty, climate change, and natural disasters. 

The special security concerns of small island states have been on the Organization's agenda for at least two decades. 

This year, with the General Assembly to be held in San Salvador, the deliberations will focus on the challenges to citizen security. Crime and violence have become a major challenge for the region.  Ambassador Ramdin also referred to the criminal gangs phenomenon, which has become a new threat.

In concluding, he argued that responding to these threats called for collaboration with various international organizations and agencies, and he cited among examples of such collaboration IMPACS with CARICOM as well as the Joint Regional Intelligence Center, among others.
3. Presentations on:
(i) Caribbean Community Crime Prevention and Social Development Action Plan
· by Ms. Beverly Reynolds, CARICOM Secretariat

Ms. Beverly Reynolds’ presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 266/11.
(ii) The Vulnerability of Small Island States of the Caribbean to Current Security Challenges 
· by Senator, the Hon. Brigadier General John Sandy (Ret.), Minister of National Security, Trinidad and Tobago 

Senator the Hon. John Sandy's presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 277/11.
(iii) CARICOM Security Priorities 
· Presented by Commander E. R. Shurland, Defense Attaché, Embassy of Barbados, on behalf of the Director of the Regional Security System (RSS)

Commander E.R.  Shurland's presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 270/11.
(iv) Violence Prevention: A Caribbean Development Imperative
· by Ambassador Izben Williams, Consultant on Violence Prevention and Citizen Security to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security 

Ambassador Izben Williams' presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 267/11.
4. OAS initiatives in support of the security concerns of small island states of the Caribbean
· Presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security:
· by Adriana Mejía, Director of the Department of Public Security


Ms. Adriana Mejía, Director of the Department of Public Security, presented the "Report  of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security's Activities in Compliance with Resolutions on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States," which was published as document CP/CSH-1292/11.
· Presentation by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) 
-
delivered by Mr. Cletus Springer, Director of the Department of Sustainable Development

Mr. Cletus Springer's presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 268/11.
· Presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) 
· delivered by Brigadier General Ancil W. Antoine, of the Trinidad and Tobago Army,  Director General of the Inter-American Defense Board

The presentation by Brigadier General Ancil W. Antoine, of the Trinidad and Tobago Army, Director General of the Inter-American Defense Board, was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 269/11.
5. Comments by member states

The Delegation of Uruguay thanked the Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago for orchestrating this meeting.  As well, it reiterated the need for continued cooperation among different agencies in order to raise awareness on this issue, and it called for continued support for the efforts of small states concerning their security.

The Delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela stressed that the Caribbean was of special importance to Venezuela and that those relations had taken on a new dimension. It stressed that Venezuela had always been an active participant in the cause of sustainable development of small states within the framework of solidarity and cooperation. In this regard, it noted that in 2000 Venezuela put into operation the Caracas Energy Agreement, which supplies Caribbean states with oil on preferential terms. In 2005, Petrocaribe was created to redress imbalances through a supportive exchange among countries of the Caribbean region, and this has enhanced energy security in the region.

For its part, the Delegation of Mexico acknowledged that the security of small island states of the Caribbean had particular features that made them especially vulnerable and susceptible to risks and threats of a multidimensional nature. It noted that Mexico had chaired the Sixteenth United Nations Climate Change Conference, held in Cancun, which highlighted the risk of disappearance faced by small island states, because of rising sea levels. Taking advantage of the presence of Trinidad and Tobago's Minister of National Security, the Delegation offered Mexico's support to the preparatory work for MISPA III, to be held in November 2011.

The Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago stated that this agenda demonstrated that these issues remained valid and were important to the Organization. It also lauded the OAS' work to support small island states, and reiterated that country's continued commitment to this issue.

The Delegation of Barbados noted that the threats were multidimensional in nature and that these countries were vulnerable because of their dependence on a limited number of productive sectors. The threats include issues of natural disasters, social and economic marginalization, and terrorism, among others. In this regard, the delegation underscored the need for support from the OAS and developed countries to strengthen the region.

The Delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines thanked the panelists for attending and for their important statements. It also stated its support for the Organization's efforts to combat transnational organized crime and ensure public security.
6. Other business

The Delegation of Colombia referred to document CP/CSH/INF.  260/11, circulated on March 21, with information on training courses offered by that country on countering kidnapping, further to the discussions of the meeting held on March 3, 2011.

The Delegation of Mexico reminded delegations that the Second Preparatory Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA would be held the next day.

The Chair reminded the delegations to submit their draft resolutions as soon as possible, through the Secretariat. Although the suggested deadline for submission was April 18, delegations were invited  to send in their draft resolutions ahead of time so as to facilitate coordination of the work of the Committee. Discussion of the draft resolutions will begin after the next meeting (Thursday, April 7, 2011).
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