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Record of the meeting of December 5, 2011


The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1366/11.


The following delegations participated in this meeting:  Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Report of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) on its analysis and review of technical assistance, advisory, and educational services that the IADB can provide to member states in accordance with its Statute [AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11)] 


Lieutenant-General Guy Thibault, Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), delivered the report on its analysis and review of technical assistance, advisory, and education services that the IADB can provide to member states in accordance with its statute (CP/CSH/INF.292/11).


For his part, General Juárez Aparecido de Paula Cunha, Director General of the IADB, spoke about the role that the IADB could play as Executive Secretariat of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA).


Admiral Alfred Jeffrey Lemmons, Director of the Inter-American Defense College, spoke about the activities being carried out by the school and stressed the importance of the institution's potential to offer accredited postgraduate courses.

Comments by Delegations


The delegation of El Salvador thanked the IADB for its report that was delivered pursuant the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11). It also suggested having such reports submitted ahead of meetings so they can be commented on. With respect to the report, the delegation asked the IADB to do an inventory that includes what this institution can provide in the area of technical assistance. That report should also include what the IADB is doing and what it believes it can do.

The delegation of Canada welcomed the Inter-American Defense College’s Admiral Lemmons and commended the move by El Salvador to request the IADB to do an inventory. It further noted that the proposal to strengthen the role of the IADB and the CDMA was a priority, and invited the IADB to continue to explore other areas of activity where technical assistance could bring added value.


The delegation of Argentina spoke about its support for the IADB in its areas of competence and in accordance with its Statute. It also drew attention to several references made to defense and security issues in the IADB presentation, noting that the IADB should not be talking about security as that was not in the Defense Board’s area of expertise.


The delegation of the United States referred to the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11) and asked about the status of their implementation. It suggested that this could be answered at a future meeting of this Committee.


The delegation of Mexico asked whether the institutional challenges and implications of operating as permanent secretariat or executive secretariat to the CDMA had been identified. With regard to operative paragraph 12 of resolution AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11), it inquired whether the results of the forums in which the IADB had participated had been identified.


The delegation of Haiti expressed appreciation for the support for the project of that country’s President relating to efforts to professionalize the police force and to create an army. It noted that Haiti was at the moment focused on reconstruction and on issues such as education and professionalization of the police force.


The delegation of Guatemala asked whether the IADB had been invited by the Government of Uruguay to support the Tenth CMDA.


Finally, the delegation of Uruguay supported the idea of establishing an inventory, and with respect to creating a permanent secretariat for the CDMA, it inquired whether this would have budgetary implications.


Lieutenant-General Thibault pointed to the relationship established with the Chair Pro Tempore of the CDMA and observed that for it to serve as secretariat for this process a request needed to come from the ministers of defense. Referring to the comments by Argentina, he said that the IADB had sought in its presentation to reflect how best to contribute to the security agenda.

2. Presentation by the IADB on its plan to improve the guidance and advice it provides to the inter-American system with a view to better disaster response capabilities in the Hemisphere, as appropriate [AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11)] 


General Juárez Aparecido de Paula Cunha, Director General of the IADB, delivered a preliminary presentation on the IADB plan to improve the guidance and advice it provides the inter-American system with a view to better disaster response capabilities in the Hemisphere (CP/CSH/INF.293/11). General Juárez noted that the final presentation on this topic would be made in April 2012 and that for the time being consultations would continue with the subregional groups.

Comments by Delegations


The delegation of Argentina welcomed exchanges among existing mechanisms such as the IACNDR, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, and the OAS Working Group on Disasters. It noted as well that it would be interested in receiving information on bilateral agreements such as the ones Argentina has with Chile and Peru. The delegation referred to the efforts being pursued in the framework of MERCOSUR, which is developing an inventory of available natural disaster capabilities.


The delegation of Canada stressed the importance of making use of the existing mechanisms to avoid duplication of efforts.

The delegation of Peru spoke about the role played by armed forces in disaster relief efforts.
3. The Americas as an Antipersonnel Landmine-Free Zone [AG/RES. 2630 (XLI-O/11)]

· Presentation by the Comprehensive Mine-Action Program (AICMA) 


Mr. Carl Case, Director, Office of Humanitarian Mine Action, Department of Public Security, submitted an activities report for the Comprehensive Mine Action Program (AICMA) that had been distributed as document CP/CSH-1368/11. The presentation by Mr. Case was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.294/11.

· Presentation by the IADB 

Colonel Luciano Guilherme Cabral Pinheiro, of the IADB Demining Division, submitted the report contained in document CP/CSH-1367/11 and made a presentation that was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF. 295/11.
· Statements by member states 

The delegation of Colombia stated that that country still suffered from the indiscriminate use of mines and reiterated its commitment to the civilian population and to the pertinent instruments on this subject matter. It reported as well on the cleanup efforts in five departments (10 municipalities) and on the destruction of nearly 200 devices. It also noted that 2011 saw 438 victims of antipersonnel landmines. In terms of technical cooperation, it said this should be multi-year, must be based on national government guidelines; and must not lose sight of the potential of triangular cooperation to complement donor assistance.


The delegation of Peru reiterated its commitment to rid itself of mines by 2017. Arguing that demining exercises had become confidence-building measures, the delegation took the opportunity to express appreciation for the work done by the AICMA and the donors.


The delegation of Canada said it was pleased to have sponsored this resolution. It noted as well the meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention that was held last week, at which Chile was granted an extension.


The Delegation of Nicaragua, describing that country as a testament to the fight against mines, reiterated its appreciation to the AICMA program and urged other countries to continue working on this issue.


The delegations thanked the AICMA’s Mr. Carl Case as well as the IADB for their presentations and stressed the importance of donors for these types of programs.

4. Presentation of Rapporteur’s Report of the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-III/doc.13/11)


Counselor, Rodrigo Olsen, Alternate Representative of Chile and rapporteur of the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA III), presented his report, contained in document MISPA-III/doc.13/11.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago thanked Counselor Olsen for his report and referred to the results of MISPA III, which underscored the importance of adopting the document “Recommendations of Port of Spain on Police Management” and “Document of Port of Spain: Institutionalization of the MISPA Process.” It took the opportunity to thank the delegation of Mexico on the initiative of the latter document. The delegation expressed appreciation for the support of the vice chairs of the Working Group, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, especially the Department of Public Security, and thanked the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security for supporting this process. Finally, it commended the delegation of Colombia for offering to host MISPA IV.

5. Other business


The delegation of El Salvador referred to the preparatory meetings of CICTE and requested to be advised of what dates they would be held. It also asked about the issues that would be addressed at the meeting of December 15, 2011.


The delegation of Guatemala reported that there would be an official convocation notice for the CICTE preparatory meetings but added that the next meeting would take place on December 15, 2011.


The Chair announced that there would be no meeting on December 15, 2011 and that the first meeting of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Hemispheric Plan of Action for Follow up on the San Salvador Declaration on Citizen Security in the Americas would be held in that slot instead.


The delegations bade farewell to Alternate Representative of Brazil Wilson Dockhorn.
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