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The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, to consider the matters on the agenda, document CP/CSH-1397/12.

The following delegations participated in this meeting:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
AG/RES. 2619 (XLI-O/11) 

“SPECIAL SECURITY CONCERNS OF THE SMALL ISLAND STATES 
OF THE CARIBBEAN”

"Transnational organized crime in the Caribbean and its impact on socioeconomic development of small countries in the Caribbean Basin"

1. Introduction by His Excellency Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana, on behalf of the CARICOM Caucus of Ambassador in Washington, D.C.

Ambassador Bayney R. Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana, made some preliminary remarks on behalf of the CARICOM Caucus of Ambassadors in Washington, D.C. He said that small island states had certain characteristics that left them vulnerable to things like natural disasters, health challenges, and the impact of transnational organized crime. Globalization has created new opportunities for crime, with devastating effects on this region. In that connection, he stressed the need for international cooperation to combat this scourge.
2. Remarks by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS 


Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization, spoke about the importance of the issue of transnational organized crime, as it was a major concern in the Hemisphere. In that context, he outlined OAS efforts to combat this problem, including meetings of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime. Ambassador Ramdin also thanked member states that have supported the small island states of the Caribbean in their efforts to strengthen their law enforcement agencies. He noted as well the need for more coordination and funding, as the problem should be approached from a holistic perspective.

3. Presentations on:
I. The academic perspective
· Videoconference with Prof. Anthony T. Bryan, Ph.D, Senior Associate of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Washington, D.C.

The presentation by Prof. Anthony T. Bryan, Ph.D., Senior Associate of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.311/12.

II. Operational perspective
· Videoconference with Mr. Callixtus Joseph, Regional Coordinator of the Crime and Security Strategy, CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS)

The presentation by Mr. Callixtus Joseph, Regional Coordinator of the Crime and Security Strategy, CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS), was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.312/12.

III. Socioeconomic aspects
· Mr. Arnaldo E. Posadas, Specialist in State Modernization, Inter-American Development Bank

The presentation by Mr. Arnaldo E. Posadas, Specialist in State Modernization, Inter-American Development Bank, was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.313/12.
4. OAS initiatives to support small island states of the Caribbean in their security concerns


The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security presented the "Report on the Activities of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in Fulfillment of the Resolutions on the Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean," which was published as document CP/CSH-1396/12.

5. Comments by member states

The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda reiterated the importance of working together on this issue, on which there was clearly a need for more activities. It expressed appreciation for the support it received with the arms agreement. It noted as well the support of Mr. Sheridon Hill, of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago thanked the panelists, noting the country’s full committed to fighting transnational organized crime. 


The delegation of Mexico shared the concerns held by small island states, especially as regards transnational organized crime. It acknowledged in addition that beyond the best efforts of the countries, cooperation was needed to tackle those challenges. It took the opportunity to reiterate that Mexico was a partner with the Caribbean. In addition, it underscored the importance of an emphasis on institutional strengthening to address these challenges. Finally, it made reference to the high-level meeting on transnational organized crime, held in Mexico last March.


The delegations of Canada and the United States also stated their commitment to this issue and to the Caribbean island states.


The Grenada delegation also stressed the need for collaboration and coordination on this issue.


The delegation of Brazil expressed concern about certain statements made, which insisted on focusing much more on the suppression and law enforcement side rather than on the need to create a culture of peace. It said that an investment in prevention issues took a longer time.  It expressed the view that this problem really had multiple causes and should therefore be approached from a holistic vantage point. 


The Delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines thanked the experts and reiterated its full commitment to cooperation with all countries in the fight against transnational organized crime. It further acknowledged the responsibility of all member states to combat this scourge and underscored the need for a holistic perspective to be taken to the problem. Finally, it announced that it would be ratifying the CIFTA this summer.


The delegation of Jamaica hailed the selection of the theme for this meeting, and pointed to the meetings of the Technical Group meeting on crime and to the recent high-level meeting in Mexico.  It recognized as well the need for partnerships with all states, and expressed appreciation for the support received from AMERIPOL and the OAS.


The delegations of Barbados and Suriname joined the other states' statements pledging to continue fighting transnational organized crime.


The delegation of Uruguay thanked the Chair and the Secretariat for facilitating this meeting and all of the speakers.

6. Consideration of the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach" (CSH-1386/12 rev. 4)


The draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A multidimensional Approach" was considered by the delegations. The comments thereon are contained in document CP/CSH-1386/12 rev. 5.
7. Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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