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The Committee met, with Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS Ambassador Bayney Karran presiding, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1459/13 rev. 1.

The following delegations participated in this meeting:  Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Videoconference with Ambassador Gioconda Úbeda Rivera, Secretary General of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) [AG/RES. 2624 (XLI-O/11)]

Via videoconferencing, Ambassador Gioconda Úbeda spoke about "OPANAL’s Report on peace, nuclear disarmament, and non-proliferation education and training 2010-2012," which was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF-340/13.

OPANAL Resolution 547 on "Peace and Nuclear Disarmament Education" was also distributed, as CP/CSH/INF-341/13 document.


The delegation of Peru thanked OPANAL for its efforts to publicize its work through the a number of seminars and events in the region, and spoke about the seminar held in Lima, linking the issues of development, peace, and security.

The delegations of Costa Rica, United States, Canada, and Brazil thanked Ambassador Úbeda for her report, describing OPANAL's effort towards disarmament as fruitful. 
2. Consideration of the topic “Support for implementation, at the hemispheric level, of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)” 
a.
Presentations by:
· Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General

Ambassador Albert Ramdin stated that since 2006 his office has been advocating the implementation of resolution 1540 at the hemispheric level. Since then, together with the Stimson Center, he started the process of engaging member states, very slowly, believing in the approach of bottom-up rather than top-down; which means engaging with countries first and then building a level of ownership and commitment.  He then referred to the regional coordinators which have been able to share best practices. He recognized that there is a funding issue for the Central American coordinator, and hoped that member states will recognize the need to continue providing resources so that the coordinator for SICA can continue its work in building that kind of bottom-up approach and ownership with regard to 1540. 

Ambassador Ramdin also made reference to the intention to apply for a position and apply for funds from the 1540 Committee for the creation of an OAS coordinator on 1540, which he had mentioned at an earlier meeting of CSH. In this regard he announced that on February 7, the documents to the UN Secretariat, the UN High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, Mrs. Angela Kane were submitted.  He hoped that soon, with the support of member states, this can materialize and there will be a full-time 1540 coordinator to strengthen all the efforts within the Organization.

Finally he assured member states that within the OAS, there is one single operation in terms of how the OAS supports the implementation of 1540 by working closely with CICTE and implementing that process and thanked the US Permanent Mission for its financial support in this area.
· Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) 

The presentation by Mr. Neil R. Klopfenstein, Executive Secretary of CICTE, was published as document CP/CSH/INF-343/13.
Comments by delegations

The delegation of the United States expressed its strong support for the OAS' work in this area and lauded the Organization's effort in the implementation of resolution 1540 by its member states. It furthermore expressed support for the initiative of the regional coordinator for the issue and for Ambassador Ramdin's efforts to include civil society in this matter.

The delegation of Colombia said that tackling this risk required networking that involved not only regional organizations but also nongovernmental organizations. It also emphasized the need to avoid duplication of efforts on this issue within and outside the Organization. 
· Soledad Urruela Arenales and Enrique Ochoa, Security Council Committee established under resolution 1540 (2004)

Ms. Soledad Urruela commented on the statement by Ambassador Kim Sook, of the Republic of Korea, current Chairman of United Nations 1540 Committee, which was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF-342/13.

The presentation by Mr. Enrique Ochoa, United Nations 1540 Committee expert, was published as document CP/CSH/INF-345/13.

· Fiona Simpson, United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs

Ms. Fiona Simpson’s presentation was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 344/13.
· Johan Bergenas, The Stimson Center

The presentation by Mr. Johan Bergenas of the Stimson Center was published as document CP/CSH/INF.346/13.
b.
Statements by member states of the OAS

The delegation of Argentina expressed appreciation for this meeting and noted that resolution 1540 adopted in 2004 was a clear signal of support for international organizations in the area of non-proliferation. It reiterated the offer of its expertise and support to implement this resolution.

The delegation of Canada acknowledged the seriousness of the threat posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. In this connection, it noted the support that its country had provided to regional workshops on the subject.

The delegation of Peru stressed the importance of submitting reports that help the 1540 Committee fulfill the first task it was given.
3. Establishment of criteria and guidelines for the selection of experts on confidence- and security-building measures, including a description of the experts’ profile, taking into consideration the document “Criteria, Guidelines, and Required Profile for Selection of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures” (CP/CSH-1385/12 rev. 1 corr. 1) 

The delegations of Bolivia, Chile, and El Salvador commented on this document. 

Stressing that this was a voluntary exercise, the delegation of the United States supported the proposal to request a curriculum vitae from candidates.

The Chair announced that a revised version incorporating the comments by El Salvador, Chile, and Bolivia would be circulated and would be considered at a subsequent meeting of the CSH.
4. Draft agenda of the Fifth Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CP/CSH-1461/13)

The delegation of Paraguay proposed deleting the list of organizations at item #6 and suggested adding "in sub-regional organizations" at the end.

The delegation of the United States referred to the document "Catalog of Reports of Member States Pursuant to General Assembly resolutions on Hemispheric Security" and requested that the Secretariat standardize their formats. It noted as well that it felt it appropriate for the Inter-American Defense Board to participate in this forum and to report on the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs). It requested the IADB's views on potential new measures. The Committee may be required to make that request in accordance with the IADB Statutes.

The delegation of Peru expressed interest in drawing on the experiences of other regions in this subject area and to be updated on developments on several United Nations instruments.

The Chair announced that a revised version incorporating the comments of the various delegations would be circulated and would be considered at a subsequent meeting of the CSH.
5. Other business

The Chair announced that in follow-up to the informal meeting held on January 10th he issued revised proposed questions to guide the discussion on the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system (CP/CSH-1456/12 rev. 1) He indicated that these questions are not meant to determine the nature of the discussion or shape the agenda for the meeting. 


The Chair also pointed out that these three meetings will be whole day meetings and that he would be issuing shortly the agenda for this meeting, which will be drafted following the approved methodology. The Chair’s intention is to give member states the opportunity to make opening statements during the morning session and then member states would begin addressing the issue of components in the afternoon.

The delegation of Argentina proposed making the Chair's document an information document. That proposal was supported by the delegations of Venezuela, Paraguay, and Barbados.

The delegation of Costa Rica requested that the list under "subregional defense organizations" be deleted.

The delegation of St. Vincent and the Grenadines suggested deleting the entire list of components if the list under "subregional defense organizations" were to be deleted.

Recalling that this was a document of the Chair, the delegation of El Salvador suggested not negotiating a document that was a guide.

The delegation of Paraguay stated for the record that it had made every effort to avoid bringing the discussion of MERCOSUR to this body and announced that it would send language for a footnote on this subject.

Finally, the Committee bade farewell to Ambassador Rita Hernández, Alternate Representative of Costa Rica.
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