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Summary of the meeting of May 2, 2013


The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Bayney Karran, to consider the matters on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1505/13.


The following delegations participated in this meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1.
Presentation by General Floriano Peixoto Vieira Neto on the Brazilian military presence in Haiti


The presentation by General Floriano Peixoto Vieira on the “Evolving Roles of Combat Engineering Units in Peacekeeping Operations" was published as document CP/CSH/INF. 365/13.


The delegation of the United States thanked General Peixoto for his dedication and hard work and for the efforts being made in Haiti. It also noted that this was the first time that the Committee had received a presentation on peacekeeping.


The delegation of Haiti also thanked the General for his presentation and commented on the current situation in its country and on the importance of the collaboration of all states in order to combat the problems that they face.

 The delegations of Brazil, Canada, Peru, Paraguay, Guatemala, Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, and Argentina added their thanks to the General and highlighted the importance of the cooperation and solidarity of countries with Haiti.

2. 
Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4853/13)


General Thibault referred to the activities of the IADB in the 2012-2013 period. General Juárez Aparecido de Paula Cunha, Director General IADB; and Rear Admiral Jeffrey A, Lemmons, Director of the Inter-American Defense College, also took part in the presentation of this report.

       A number of delegations offered comments and recommendations on the above Annual Report:

       The delegation of Argentina recognized the work of General Thibault at the helm of the IADB noted his efforts to make it more effective. The delegation of Argentina also expressed its thanks for the report and objected to its contents, particularly those points on which the IADB exceeded its statutory authority, such as the participation of military personnel in security matters. It asked that said position be set down for the record in the minutes of the CSH. It also reserved the right to submit additional comments as necessary.

       The delegation of Barbados thanked the IADB for its report and recognized its leadership and that of the Inter-American Defense College. It also thanked it for its invaluable work over the previous year. It also reaffirmed the continuing support of Barbados for the IADB and commended General Thibault on his leadership at the head of the entity.

       The delegation of Bolivia noted that its position on the IADB had been expressed in the course of the dialogue on the inter-American defense system held in the framework of the CSH. It also noted that the reports of the IADB could not be modified with inputs from Member States.


The delegation of Canada praised the user-friendliness of the visual annual report circulated. In thanking Generals Thibault and Juárez, and Rear Admiral Lemmons for their presentations, Canada also underscored the importance of the IADB and recommended that states take advantage of the Board's expertise and experience (as Canada had done during the discussions on the inter-American defense system). It said that it regarded the IADB as a center of excellence in the OAS on military and defense matters and also took the opportunity to thank them for their positive commitment and participation in the meetings of the Committee.

       The delegation of Paraguay mentioned that the report demonstrated the interest of the IADB to evolve and was a clear indication of its willingness to integrate further with the Organization, and it offered the support of Paraguay to that end. The delegation noted that Paraguay had participated in the discussions on the Inter-American defense system in a constructive vein aimed at strengthening what united them. It thanked the IADB for its efforts in training military officials so that they would have the possibility of confronting the threats faced by the region's countries, and urged the Inter-American Defense College to continue taking positive steps in order to equip military officials and civilians who attend the courses with the necessary knowledge.

       The delegation of Chile thanked the IADB for keeping the Committee permanently updated about its work. It also expressed appreciation for the seminars and studies carried out over the previous year.  The delegation also noted the entity's considerable initiative in promoting interaction with other regional organizations and the efforts to bring the IADB closer to the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas. It also recognized the work of the IADB in the area of humanitarian demining and its natural-disaster management exercises. It also said that the 70 years of existence of the IADB and the 50 years of the College were indicative of the importance of the two entities and that it regarded them as valid components of today's inter-American system.

       The delegation of Peru noted that it has had cause throughout the year to highlight the humanitarian demining work of the IADB through the MARMINAS program on the border that it shares with Ecuador. It also referred to the issue of management of stockpiles and weapons. In addition, it underscored the work of the Council of Delegates, which function as liaisons and keep Member States informed. Finally, it thanked General Juárez, who had been a dynamic force in the Board's management, and Rear Admiral Lemmons for his leadership during his tenure at the Inter-American Defense College.

       The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago said that they had been recipients of the IADB's advice, were pleased to have received it, and hoped to continue receiving it in the future. In that regard, they noted the importance of the IADB and expressed their desire to continue receiving input from that entity.

       The delegation of Haiti expressed thanks for the presentation of the report and reaffirmed their satisfaction with the work of the IADB, particularly the institutional training offered by the Inter-American Defense College.

       The delegation of the United States thanked the Inter-American Defense Board and College for their leadership. They said that the annual report was very impressive and the activities undertaken were substantial compared with the past. They also said that communications with the Committee had improved. They also noted that the Member States had an agency that offered support and educational services for less than 1% of the regular budget, which was a real bargain. The United States is an active member of the Board and its working groups. The IADB is 70 years old but in reality it is a young six-year-old organization ready to grow alongside the Committee. They expressed their appreciation and thanks to General Thibault for his leadership over the last two years, which had spurred the Board to move forward in a spirit of collaboration. 


The delegation of the Dominican Republic acknowledged the leadership of General Thibault throughout the process. He mentioned that this report was presented in accordance with Article 11(k) of the Statutes of the IADB and he did not understand why there should be any objections to the report's presentation.

       The delegation of Ecuador expressed appreciation for the work of General Thibault and wished him success in his future duties. The delegation said that Ecuador had suspended its participation in the IADB a year ago and that the Ministry of Defense of Ecuador had advised it was examining the possibility of withdrawing from the IADB altogether and it would communicate the decision of its government in that regard in due course.

       The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela also expressed its appreciation and said that it would convey its observations on the subject in time.

       General Thibault took note of the various comments and thanked all the members for their observations, saying that it had been a privilege to work with all the 8 

3.
Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4848/13)


The delegation of Colombia, as chair of the CICTE, proceeded to present the annual report of CICTE on its activities in 2012 and the proceedings of the thirteenth regular session of CICTE.

       A number of delegations offered comments and recommendations on the above Annual Report:

       The delegation of Panama informed that a crisis management exercise on cyber security organized by CICTE with support from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama was held in Panama City on April 25 and 26, 2013. The Executive Secretary of CICTE referred to the Committee's programs and projects in 2012 that offered 155 technical assistance events, which, in the case of Panama, benefited a large number of representatives.

       The delegation of Chile expressed its appreciation to Colombia and wished it success in its efforts. It also thanked Guatemala for its work as Chair during the previous term, and the CICTE Secretariat for the enormous amount of activities carried out the previous year. It also called on donors to continue their contributions to the work of CICTE.


The delegation of Canada expressed its appreciation to the current Chair, to Guatemala, and to the CICTE Secretariat for all its achievements and hard work over the previous year. The delegation also reiterated the message from the Executive Secretariat on page 10 of the Annual Report, in which it invited and urged all Member States to consider making a financial contribution to support the CICTE program areas of their choosing over the coming year.


Canada also expressed its satisfaction at having enjoyed the support of the OAS and its regional partners in its selection as Vice Chair of CICTE and extended its gratitude for the opportunity to work with the new Chair, Colombia, in the context of CICTE and to support Colombia's approach of focusing on strengthening hemispheric cooperation to confront terrorism financing and money laundering. Canada also mentioned that its track record of partnerships with countries and the CICTE Secretariat in strengthening national capacities throughout the region was a tangible expression of its commitment. In addition to moving forward with the tasks agreed upon in the course of the year, Canada's leadership role will involve a forward-looking agenda consistent with the broader reform activities underway in the OAS. Before suggesting new substantive areas on which to focus, Canada will undertake broad consultations on the best ways to address the core priorities for hemispheric security. 


The delegation of Argentina thanked Guatemala and Colombia for their leadership on the issue, and the Secretariat for its work. It also took the opportunity to reaffirm Argentina's commitment to CICTE and efforts to combat terrorism within a human rights framework.


The delegation of Mexico also commended and expressed its appreciation for CICTE and the report presented by Colombia. It also recognized the hard work of the CICTE Secretariat and its team, thanks to which more than 9,000 people have benefited from these exercises.


The delegation of El Salvador applauded the work rate of the Executive Secretariat of CICTE, reiterated their country's commitment, and announced the formation of a working group led by the Minister of Justice as the CICTE point of contact for any necessary coordination and cooperation.


The delegation of Peru likewise thanked the CICTE Chair and Secretariat. It noted the progress made by CICTE with respect to training and obtaining equipment in order to deepen its work in the area of cyber security. It said that it was necessary to examine ways of continuing to update forms of cooperation among countries in the region in order to confront the evolution of terrorism.

       On behalf of all the small island states of the Caribbean, the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago thanked CICTE for all the support that they had received.  The delegation said that the small islands were very vulnerable to terrorism and that Trinidad and Tobago had been a victim of such acts.  It also thanked Guatemala for its work and looked forward to working with Colombia.

       The delegation of Guatemala thanked the CICTE Secretariat for its efforts and recognized that in spite of having a staff of only four paid for by the Regular Fund, much had been done for the region. In that regard, it encouraged the Executive Secretariat to continue its work.

       The Committee took note of the report and thanked the Chair of CICTE for its presentation.

4. 
Consideration of the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach” (CP/CSH-1490/13 rev. 5)


The draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach" was considered by the delegations. The comments thereon are contained in document CP/CSH-1490/13 rev. 6.

5. 
Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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