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Summary of the meeting of April 30, 2013


The Committee met under the chairmanship of Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS, Ambassador Bayney Karran, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1503/13 rev. 1.


The following delegations took part in this meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guyana, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Consideration of the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach” (CP/CSH-1490/13 rev. 4)

The delegations considered the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach.” The comments thereon are contained in document CP/CSH-1490/13 rev. 5.

2. Consideration of the document "Comments of the Informal Working Group on the document “Analysis of OAS Mandates 2007 - 2011 (Committee on Hemispheric Security” (CP/CAAP-3175/12 add. 1-c) (CP/CSH-1429/12 rev. 5)
· Mandates Arising from the Sixth Summit of the Americas – section on “Citizen Security and Transnational Organized Crime” (CA-VI/doc. 6/12 rev. 2)

The Chair of CSH informed that he received a note from the Assistant Secretary General, dated March 4, 2013, in which it transmits, on behalf of the Chair of the Informal Working Group to review the mandates assigned to the CISC, the document CA-VI/doc.6/12 rev. 2 “Mandates Arising from the Sixth Summit of the Americas,” specifically the section “Citizen Security and Transnational Organized Crime,” with the recommendation that this Committee review them.


After reviewing the above mentioned mandates, the Chair of the Informal Working Group on CSH Mandates considers that they do not comply with the primary condition of the prioritization exercise of mandates, since the mandates submitted by the CISC to the CSH are recommendations to the member states and there is no specific mandate (implicit or explicit) to the General Secretariat.


However the delegation of Colombia sent a note to the Chair last Friday and it requested to consider those mandates transmitted by the Heads of State and Government and review them in the same manner as other working Groups approached them.

Mr. César Martínez, Alternate Representative of El Salvador and Chair of the Informal Working Group on CSH Mandates, reiterated the Chair’s comments and said that he would be reporting to the Permanent Council on May 1 on the work of the CSH on this issue. In that regard, he stressed that the Informal Group did not come up with a formula to prioritize the mandates, and suggested that the Council provide guidance for prioritizing the mandates.

The delegation of Colombia recalled that it was crucial for this exercise to cover the mandates in the 2007-2012 period in their entirety, and felt it was important for all of the mandates to be covered, including those from the Summits. The various groups must apply unified criteria with respect to defining mandates and prioritization, adding that they had determined that there were other working groups that offered different interpretations of the definition of the mandate of the CAAP.


The delegation of Uruguay remarked that the mandates from the Summit could not be considered mandates as they were not addressed to the General Secretariat.

The delegation of Bolivia agreed with Colombia on the need to review the mandates from the Fourth Summit of the Americas and on the limitations of the definition of Permanent Council mandate.
3. Other business
The delegation of Chile thanked Peru for organizing the CIFTA meeting and urged the countries to send national experts to participate in those kinds of meetings.

The delegation of Barbados announced that it would be submitting language on the issue of the security concerns of small island states in the CSH resolution.

The delegation of Canada announced that an informal meeting would be held on May 1 to discuss the matter of the CICAD report and the CICAD paragraphs in the CSH resolution.
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