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Summary of the meeting held on November 13, 2014
The Chair of the CSH, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, presided over this regular meeting of the Committee.
The required quorum was established with the presence of the representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CSH_1597_14_11-13-2014.MP3  
1. Approval of the order of business
The Committee approved the meeting’s order of business, document CP/CSH-1597/14, without change.

2. Presentation of the Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on the participation of civil society organizations in the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons
After receiving the presentation on this subject from the Vice Chair of the CISC, the Committee on Hemispheric Security took note of that Committee’s recommendation to allow a number of civil society organizations to participate in the event in question.
3. Presentation of the progress report on preparations for the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (OP 45 and 46)

To begin discussion of this topic, the Group’s Chair, the Alternate Representative of Brazil to the OAS, Ms. Viviane Prado Sabbag, formally presented the administrative or formal documents prepared within the Working Group:
· Consideration and approval of the Draft Agenda.

Following the Committee’s discussion of this draft and with a view to referring it to the Plenary of the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities for final approval, the “Draft Agenda” for that event was given preliminary approval and then circulated as document: CP/CSH-1598/14.
· Consideration and approval of the Draft Schedule.
Following the Committee’s discussion of this draft, and with a view to referring it to the plenary of the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities for final approval, the “Draft Schedule” of the event was given preliminary approval and then circulated as document: CP/CSH-1599/14.
· Consideration and approval of the List of Invited Guests
Following the Committee’s discussion of this list, and to enable the General Secretariat to proceed with the transmission of the formal invitations, the Committee approved and the Secretariat circulated the “List of Invited Guests” to the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities: CP/CSH-1600/14.
4. Consideration of the topic “Nuclear and other weapons”
FIRST SUBTOPIC
· Considerations for the holding of a Conference on the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction (OP 59) 
In connection with the mandate in operative paragraph 59 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach”, some delegations made reference to the need to convene the Conference on the Establishment in the Middle East of a Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and All Other Weapons of Mass Destruction; establishing their national territories as zones free of nuclear weapons, and various issues related to the “Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean” (Treaty of Tlaltelolco): http://www.opanal.org/opanal/Tlatelolco/P-Tlatelolco-i.htm. 
*The delegation of Mexico asked that its remarks on this subtopic be published: CP/CSH-1610/14.
SECOND SUBTOPIC
· Presentation of the report of the General Secretariat on activities to explore the possibility of sharing experiences with the Technical Secretariat of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in the area of legislative implementation of international instruments and to collaborate, within its possibilities and when so requested, in any subregional cooperation programs the OPCW may establish in the Hemisphere (OP 67)
Concerning the mandate in operative paragraph 67 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach,” Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, informed the delegations that the report requested of the General Secretariat was being drafted. 

A number of delegations then took the floor to highlight the work of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons “OPCW” (http://www.opcw.org/) and its Executive Council; they condemned the use of chemical and biological weapons, which they described as a violation of international law and international humanitarian law.  They also mentioned the “Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction” (http://www.opcw.org/chemical-weapons-convention/download-the-cwc/). They emphasized how important it is that political and legislative measures be taken to strengthen cooperation among nations and to prevent, by whatever means, chemical weapons from falling in the hands of terrorists and other criminals, even groups that run transnational organized crime.
*The delegation of Mexico asked that its remarks on this subtopic be published: CP/CSH-1610/14.
THIRD SUBTOPIC
· Presentation of the report of the General Secretariat on activities to explore the possibility of sharing experiences with the Biological Weapons Convention Support Unit and, as appropriate, with the Pan American Health Organization, in accordance with its mandate, in the area of the legislative implementation of international instruments and other areas complementary to the Convention, such as epidemiological monitoring, and relevant scientific information (OP 68)
In connection with the mandate in operative paragraph 68 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, informed the delegations that talks have been held with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), but the reports expected from the members states on this subject have not been received, nor is there any report by the General Secretariat on the subject. 

The Secretary for Multidimensional Security announced the delivery of the following materials:
a. United Nations Guide to Participating in the Confidence-Building Measures of the Biological Weapons Convention
b. http://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/D60092C886CDC4E5C1257AC4005733E8?OpenDocument
Some delegations mentioned the “Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction” (http://www.un.org/es/disarmament/wmd/biological/index.shtml), while other delegations suggested that the member states rely on the United Nations system for follow-up and support in connection with this subject matter.
*The delegation of Mexico asked that its remarks on this subtopic be published: CP/CSH-1610/14

5. Other business
· The delegation of Guatemala mentioned the preparations for the Fifty-sixth Regular Session of CICAD, Guatemala City, Guatemala, November 19 through 21, 2014.
· The delegation of the United States suggested that the Sixth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence and Security Building Measures (resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) - OP 17) and the Second Conference of the States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) (resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) - OP 93) be held on dates proximate to each other to encourage and facilitate the participation of representatives, experts, panelists, and other persons who have common interests in issues being discussed at both events.
There being no further business to discuss, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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