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The CSH Chair, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, presided over this first regular meeting of the Committee.

The statutory quorum was established with representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CSH_1594_11-06-2014.MP3 

1. Adoption of the order of business


The Committee adopted the order of business for the meeting, document CP/CSH-1594/14, rev. 2 as submitted.

2. Presentation of the "Report of the CIFTA Secretary Pro Tempore on the Biennial Meeting of States on the Implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons, UN/NY - June 16-20, 2014" (OP 82)


Opening the discussion of this issue, the Alternate Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, Gloria Polastri Amat, presented the “Report of the Secretary Pro-Tempore of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) on the Fifth Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects,” contained in document CP/CSH-1596/14 .


In their comments, the delegation included reference to the high rate of homicides committed with small firearms and how important it was to keep that situation under control. An appeal was made for private enterprise to also assume its responsibility and to tackle the uncontrolled freedom of the firearms business. It was argued that discussion on the three issues on which the Fifth Biennial Meeting failed to reach consensus needed to be kept on the agenda:

· Direct state oversight of small arms and light weapons transfers, including brokering; 

· Unlicensed manufacturing of small arms and light weapons;

· Re-export of small arms and light weapons manufactured under foreign licensing;


The report was distributed after the November 6 meeting, as requested by several delegations. The summary includes as well the information requested on documents issued for the Fifth Biennial Meeting, available on the website of the Program of Action:  http://www.poa-iss.org/PoA/PoA.aspx, as well as the Official Report of that meeting, available in Spanish, English, and French.

3. Presentation on violence against children – Dr. Rosa María Ortiz, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Commissioner and Rapporteur for Children's Rights 


In launching into the discussion on the issue, Dr. Rosa Maria Ortiz, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) Commissioner and Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child, shared with delegations some findings and preliminary conclusions regarding violence and children in our Hemisphere, an issue of grave concern because of the indelible negative effects it has on the lives and safety of children, who, given how highly vulnerable they are, need special attention from governments and society in the states. As this is a draft report, the delegations cannot get a copy until it has been adopted by the plenary of the IACHR. 


The delegations, meanwhile, offered their comments, including the following:

· They were extremely concerned in view of the information presented by the Rapporteur. 

· Social disparities are a contributing factor to violence, and prevention and social investment (including education) must therefore be strengthened in order to eliminate this scourge. 

· It was noted that consumption patterns distorted young people, negatively affecting their life decisions.

· It was argued that poverty as a cause of crime and violence should not be stigmatized:  Poverty should not be criminalized.

· As regards children being dragged into taking part in violence, it was recommended that prevention, rehabilitation, and reintegration measures should be applied.

· The use and exploitation of children in criminal cases nationally and internationally was condemned.
· Emphasis was placed on attacking more the causes than the consequences in efforts to reduce the rates of violence. 

· It was noted that the punitive model used to tackle crime and violence has not worked and the responsibilities of multiple sectors should be explored.

· Suggestions were made for the role of the CSH to be changed to adapt to the reality in the states; for new rationales, ideas, and structures to be found, and thus to find a way to get member states to understand and respond to powerful organized crime syndicates. 

· The need to get all sectors to take responsibility and be involved was emphasized.

· It was also noted that new scenarios of violence should be tackled from new angles, taking a multi-sectoral and crosscutting approach.

· They stressed the importance of promoting, as best practices, social welfare programs that are being implemented in countries and are yielding positive results. 


In concluding her presentation, the Commissioner and Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child, Dr. Ortiz, said that this report was a work in progress; that the delegations' interventions on that occasion would be taken into consideration as preparation of the study/report continues; and that the IACHR was open to receiving more information and suggestions. She recalled that a great deal of the information was extracted from replies to questionnaires the countries themselves sent in.

4. Consideration of the subject of illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons in all their aspects (OP 69)


The Chair reminded the delegations of the pertinent General Assembly mandate (OP 69, AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach.” No delegation requested the floor. 

5. Presentation by the General Secretariat on the follow-up on the project "Promoting the Marking of Firearms in Latin America and the Caribbean" (OP 83)


On this agenda item, Mr. Carl Case, of the Department of Public Security, delivered a live presentation on the topic (link).


The delegations, meanwhile, offered their comments, including the following:

· Calling for efforts to be made to advance the process of marking, registration, and tracing of firearms, given its importance in reducing violence and crime. 

· They argued that marking must be regulated by law and hence national and international databases should be established. 

· They expressed concern about illegal weapons and related supplies obtained at public fairs that are not regulated to prevent these weapons from falling into the hands of criminals and eventually getting carried across borders, thereby contributing to criminal activities especially in neighboring countries. 

· They expressed concern about the level of violence stemming from the manufacture and smuggling of weapons. They argued that the use of these weapons needed to be regulated. 

· They spoke about the establishment of codes to identify weapons and the destruction of illegal weapons, and noted that sites selling weapons were being monitored by Government. 
· They said arms trafficker networks and brokers using them (similar to drug trafficker brokers) should also be identified.

· They stressed the importance of voluntary contributions to fund this OAS program, and pointed out that this has delivered tangible results in member states.

· They asked for more information, so that accurate figures can be disseminated on the program's success in the various countries.

· They further expressed the view that this issue should be included in efforts pursued under the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA).

6. Preparations for the Second Conference of States Party to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) (January 29, 2015 – OAS headquarters (OP 93)


The Chair reminded the delegations of the source mandate for this event (OP 93, AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach.” No delegation requested the floor.
7. Consideration of the topic of protection and strengthening of critical infrastructure in the event of disasters (OP 71)


On this agenda item, Mr. Pablo Martinez, Program Manager and Coordinator for the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), made a presentation on the topic (CP/CSH-1595/14).


The delegation of the Dominican Republic requested that its statement on this agenda item be distributed (CP/CSH/INF. 429/15).


The delegations described this as an issue with a cross-cutting, multidimensional approach, and noted that a common international cooperation agenda ought to be promoted; that many Central American and Caribbean states were clearly very vulnerable to and faced severe threats from natural disasters; that prevention efforts should move forward, and private sector cooperation sought. They expressed their view that it would be useful to follow up on this issue in this forum, and talked about their respective government institutions responsible for this subject matter. They suggested that a meeting be coordinated with and among the various bodies of the General Secretariat and the OAS policy and technical forums engaged in efforts in this area (crosscutting).

8. Other business
· The delegation of Colombia spoke about an event in that country, surrounding UN Resolution 1540.

· The delegation of the Dominican Republic recalled the 170th anniversary of that nation's political Constitution.

· The delegation of Ecuador thanked the staff of the Department of Public Security for their support in preparing the Report of the CIFTA Secretariat Pro-Tempore.

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP34103E06.doc�








