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Summary of the meeting held on October 30, 2014
The Chair of the CSH, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, chaired this regular meeting of the Commission with the support, during a brief absence, of the Alternate Representative of the United States to the OAS, Mr. Giovanni Snidle.
The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CSH_1592_10-30-2014.MP3.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The order of business, document CP/CSH-1592/14 rev. 1 was adopted by the Committee with no changes.
2. Update regarding Cyber Security Week

The Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Ambassador Adam Blackwell, informed the delegations regarding the Cyber Security Week, from October 20 to 24, 2014, at OAS headquarters
/ and mentioned the proposal to declare October "Cyber Security Awareness Month." 

In the course of their remarks, the delegations expressed, inter alia, support for the "Cyber Security Awareness Month" proposal; underscored the work being done by the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and its Secretariat in the field of cyber security and hence the importance of ensuring the human and financial resources needed to address the issue; and insisted on the importance of the CSH and other forums working in this field, given the increasing risk of cyber attacks in a world more and more connected through cyber space. 
3. Follow-up on the Special Conference on Security 
· Consider, among other things, the areas identified in the commemorative dialogue and included in the report submitted by Mexico (CP/INF.6816/13), and continue with the dialogue on the Declaration on Security in the Americas [Operative paragraph 49 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) – Omnibus]

To initiate discussion of this topic, there were presentations by both the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ms. Sherry Tross (Integral Development and Multidimensional Security:  The Nexus - CP/CSH-1593/14), and the Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Ambassador Adam Blackwell.

For his part, the Chair of the CSH reminded the floor that the delegation of Mexico had promoted the huge effort that led to the Organization holding the Special Conference on Security in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2003; to the adoption of the Declaration on Security in the Americas; and to the special meeting of the Permanent Council on October 28, 2013 to commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the adoption of that Declaration.
For their part, the delegations made a number of comments. Thus:
· They recalled the link between development and security highlighted in the Declaration on Security in the Americas.
· They recalled the thoughts expressed during the 10th Anniversary celebration of the Declaration regarding the development of peace and security policies.
· The recalled the role of the State as the guarantor of security.
· They dwelled on the need to strengthen the organs of the inter-American system to enhance countries' efforts in this field.
· They stressed that without adequate development, the foundations needed for security would always be weak, so States had to establish mechanisms for overcoming extreme poverty, inequality, and exclusion. 
· They added that there was no precise link between those phenomena and security, but they did pose a huge challenge to it. Poverty must not be confused with crime.
· They insisted on the need to take a comprehensive and multidimensional approach to the issue of security.
· They recommended that the multidimensional security pillar of the OAS's work be borne in mind in activities relating to its other pillars, as well. There needed to be interaction and feedback among all the OAS pillars.
· They expressed concern at the hiring of private security companies to perform public security functions.
· They recalled the importance assigned to security issues when the OAS was first founded and called upon the Organization to continue according it top priority.
· They emphasized the importance of local security and development programs, with a special focus on prevention.
· They insisted that there was no one-size-fits-all model for countries. Rather the member states should tailor their programs to fit their own circumstances.
· While not wanting to assert that poverty triggers violence (because that would stigmatize low-income people), they mentioned that high levels of violence in a country could lower its gross domestic product (GDP).
· They pointed out that government programs to foster economic growth helped generate a safe environment.
· They asserted that inequality sowed discord.
· They made it clear that poverty was not the only social factor to bear in mind. Others were pollution and, in general, the state of the environment, the effects of climate change, and farm and industrial output problems, to mention but a few.
· With respect to development and security, they suggested that the opinions, experiences, and practices of other international organizations be taken into account, including those of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
· They explained that extreme poverty should be recognized as a factor undermining the social fabric. It was not that poverty per se led to crime. The root causes to be addressed included poverty, unemployment, and other factors.
Wrapping up the discussion of this topic, the Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ms. Sherry Tross, stated that it was necessary to update the study published a few years ago on the link between security and development.
Finally, the Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Ambassador Adam Blackwell, insisted on the need to address the topic of security from a preventive point of view. He also emphasized the importance of boosting coordination within governments so as to avoid overlapping, as well as within the OAS and its various units. He, too, voiced concern at the use of private security companies to meet Government obligations. He reminded his audience that security was the number one concern of the inhabitants of the Hemisphere.
4. Follow-up on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2862 (XLIV-O/14), "The Americas:  A Zone of Peace, Cooperation, and Peaceful Dispute Settlement."  
· At the behest of the General Assembly, consider the topic of zones of peace and cooperation in the region, which will help to consolidate confidence-building measures in the various fields of defense and security [Operative paragraph 8 of resolution AG/RES. 2862 (XLIV-O/14)].  
To initiate the discussion of this topic, the delegation of Ecuador read out the presentation circulated in document CP/CSH-1611/14.

For his part, the Chair of the CSH reminded the floor that the delegation of Ecuador had promoted discussion of this topic at the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

The delegations then proceeded to reiterate their desire that the whole Hemisphere be declared a zone of peace, cooperation, and peaceful dispute settlement; suggested that this topic be included in the 2015 omnibus resolution; and mentioned the Central American Democratic Security Treaty and the declaration of the three Presidents whose countries share the Gulf of Fonseca (El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Honduras). They recalled that 50 years ago the Latin American and Caribbean region was the first to proclaim itself nuclear-weapons-free.
5. Other business
There being no further business, the Chair concluded the meeting.
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