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Mandates:  At its thirty-seventh ordinary session, the General Assembly approved resolutions AG/RES. 2261 (XXXVII-O/07) “Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru.” and 2269 (XXXVII-O/07) “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone.” To fulfill the mandates assigned to the General Secretariat under these resolutions, the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action (OHMA), Department of Public Security, implemented several actions and initiatives through its Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA for its name in Spanish) in support of the Member States requesting assistance for their National Plans. 

The Office of Humanitarian Mine Action (OHMA) has also contributed directly to the implementation of AG/RES. 2297 (XXXVII-O/07) ADDRESSING ILLICIT TRAFFICKING IN SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS: STOCKPILE MANAGEMENT AND SECURITY by assisting member states that have decided to destroy their excess small arms and light weapons and their ammunition with technical assistance, training, and other support.  Likewise, OHMA contributes to the implementation of AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07) INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST THE ILLICIT MANUFACTURING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, EXPLOSIVES, AND OTHER RELATED MATERIALS by supporting Member States in the implementation of measures to destroy excess and obsolete weapons and munitions thereby preventing their traffic.

A description of the actions taken to implement these resolutions follows:

General: Originally conceived as an assistance program for humanitarian mine clearance in Central America, AICMA has grown in size and scope throughout its seventeen-year existence. The AICMA Program currently supports a wide range of mine action activities in four Member States: (a) humanitarian demining; (b) mine-risk education; (c) assistance with the physical and psychological rehabilitation of landmine victims and their socioeconomic reintegration; (d) destruction of stockpiled mines; (f) promotion of a ban on the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines; and (g) destruction of small arms and light weapons, obsolete or surplus munitions and explosive remnants of war (ERW). 

OHMA operates within the General Secretariat as part of the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat of Multidimensional Security, providing overall coordination of the AICMA Program, including solicitation and administration of financial contributions from the international community.  The Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) provides technical assistance to OHMA through teams of international supervisors and monitors in the mine-affected countries.  The progress achieved by the Program is due in large measure to the support of Member States (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, Venezuela, and United States), who have provided demining trainers, monitors, or supervisors at an estimated value over $2.0 million over the course of 2007. Financial contributions from major international donors (Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, European Union, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Norway, Russian Federation, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and United States) have also made the Program possible.  Over the course of 2007, monetary contributions received amounted to approximately US$ 6 million. The Program also maintains close and productive relationships with international and nongovernmental organizations. Finally, Member States supported by the Program continue to provide substantial human and material resources, based on their individual abilities and needs.

Humanitarian Demining:  From March 2007 through March 2008, the Program continued to make significant progress in implementing the AG Resolutions to eliminate the threat of antipersonnel mines in the Americas.  During the first quarter of 2008, with the support of AICMA, more than 1,600 mines and unexploded ordinance were destroyed and a totally of 106,671 square meters of land were cleared for productive use in Colombia, Ecuador, Nicaragua and Peru.  During 2007, with the support of AICMA, more than 13,000 mines and unexploded ordinance were destroyed and a total of 398,000 square meters of land were cleared for productive use in Colombia, Ecuador, Nicaragua and Peru. The Inter-American Defense Board IADB support to the OHMA  was valuable in providing technical assistance and military and technical experts.  Noteworthy actions and initiatives in these beneficiary countries include:

· Exceeding the 95% completion level of the Nicaraguan National Demining Plan before the end of 2007, destroying or otherwise certifying the clearance of 960 of the nearly 1,007 mined areas identified in Nicaragua. Also a reorganization of the demining units to accommodate a gradual reduction in the size of the demining element was begun in April 2007. This new organization, fully led by national supervisors, is a fine example of a consolidated national capability completely able to carry on clearance operations throughout 2009.   In fact, the national capability and experience residing in Nicaragua is a Continental asset able to assist where required. During January-March 2008 period, humanitarian demining activities were carried out in 7 objectives in the Departments of San Fernando, Murra, and Wiwili, destroying 715 mines and clearing 36,763 square meters of land.
· Encouraging and supporting joint humanitarian demining operations in the Cordillera del Condor, along the Peru-Ecuador border region. These demining operations are characterized by mutual cooperation and the spirit to work within the peace accord signed between the two nations in 1998. Demining operations have been crucial for the development of economic infrastructure in the border area. Last year’s report highlighted the completion of most work in the more heavily populated border zone in the Ecuadorian Provinces of El Oro and Loja and Peruvian departments of Tumbes and Piura  with a small number of remaining minefields that have been marked but not cleared, pending the availability of specialized mechanical equipment. Since 2007 significant advances were made in the vicinity of Soldado Monge and the Chiqueiza sectors in the Ecuadorian Province of Santiago Morona and the Peruvian Amazonas Department respectively. During January-March 2008 period, humanitarian demining activities were carried out in 2 objectives in Morona Santiago, Ecuador, and 2 objectives in Department of Amarzonas in Peru, destroying 118 mines and clearing 1,170.85 square meters of land.
· Enhancing Colombia’s ability to respond to humanitarian emergencies caused by mines.  Colombia now operates with four humanitarian demining units. Two of these 40-member units are dedicated to the clearance of minefields under government jurisdiction. The other two, are trained to respond to humanitarian emergencies caused by mining by illegal groups. By the end of 2007, Colombia had cleared or safely marked more than 50,000 square meters in eight of thirty-five minefields, and alleviated the emergencies caused by mines illegally placed at the communities at El Guayabero and El Refugio in the Guaviare department.  Currently these units are clearing fields in San Francisco, Antioquia Department, and Bajo Grande in Bolivar Department with the objective of creating safe conditions for the return of their populations. During January-March 2008 period, humanitarian demining activities were carried out in 3 objectives under government jurisdiction and 2 objectives in humanitarian emergency in the Departments of Antioquia and Bolivar, destroying 17 mines and clearing 32,505.10 square meters of land.
Mine-Risk Education:  AICMA mine-risk education programs reduce the number of accidents by promoting safe behavior among inhabitants of mine-affected communities.  These campaigns are designed to closely supplement humanitarian demining operations and to enable affected communities to get involved in mine awareness initiatives, facilitating the exchange of information about the location of mined areas and explosive devices in their vicinity.  From March 2007 to March 2008, campaigns across 215 communities were initiated in. A message of the Secretary General on the “International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action”, on April 4, 2008, was published and other activities were carried out aimed at raising awareness for landmines.
Victim Assistance:  
Since its establishment in 1997, the Program has assisted permanently over one thousand landmine survivors with medical, psychological, and rehabilitative interventions in various beneficiary countries of Central America (Honduras and Nicaragua) and Colombia, Peru and Ecuador. In the Social Reintegration component, AICMA, in collaboration with the National Technological Institute of Nicaragua (INATEC), has supported vocational training for 219 landmine survivors and supported the establishment of small enterprises for  196 landmine survivors and their families. In Colombia, AICMA supports a rehabilitation project for 35 participants in coordination with the Colombian Integral Center for Rehabilitation (CIREC), with the goal of establishing a comprehensive victim assistance program. In 2007, AICMA coordinated a pilot program to enable the social reintegration of these participants through courses administered by the National Learning Service (SENA). During January-March 2008 period more that 290 landmine survivors were assisted in Nicaragua, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru.

Stockpile Destruction:  
One of the Program’s most important achievements has been accomplished through technical and financial support to Member States for the destruction of their antipersonnel mine stockpiles. More than one million stockpiled antipersonnel mines were destroyed in Argentina, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Peru, with AICMA technical advice and financial contributions from Canada and Australia.  Largely completing this effort in 2004, the Program extended this support to the destruction of excess ammunition stocks of Member States.

Munitions Destruction: 

As a natural extension from mine action activities AICMA initiated support to Member States in their efforts to destroy excess or obsolete munitions stockpiles as well as small arms and light weapons. The presence of stockpiles of obsolete munitions, explosives, and other remnants of war present a hazard to surrounding communities. This effort is also critical for the success of demobilization efforts to ensure that weapons turned over by illegally armed groups are never again used to the detriment of society. 

A pilot project, funded through Canadian and United States contributions, was launched and completed with Nicaragua from April to September 2007, destroying more than 400 tons of Nicaragua’s excess munitions stockpile thus eliminating the threat of accidents or other undesired outcomes.  Also during 2007, AICMA, in coordination with the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP-OAS) and financial support from the Governments of Canada, and Italy, supported a project to destroy 18,000 small arms and light weapons turned over by illegally armed paramilitary groups to the Colombian government as part of the national peace process. The ability of AICMA to sustain these efforts will depend on the international donor community.

In 2008, thanks to Canadian Government contributions, AICMA has been supporting a second phase of the destruction of excess munitions in Nicaragua.  Destruction of approximately 300 tons of excess munitions is expected, leaving the balance for a future project. Additionally, Ecuador’s government is currently coordinating with the OAS AICMA Program an assessment of the inventories of surplus and obsolete munitions to be selected for destruction. 

Support for Antipersonnel Mine Ban:  AICMA promotes the interest expressed in OAS General Assembly Resolutions to make the Americas a landmine-free zone by coordinating mine action issues and assisting Member States with the preparation of reporting requirements under the Ottawa Convention.  During the most recent Meeting of the States Parties to the Convention, which took place in Jordan in November 2007, AICMA representatives participated in order to share practical achievements of the Program and lessons learned with other global mine action programs, as well as to strengthen contacts with international donors. 

Resource Mobilization: Donor contributions received by December 2007 amounted to US$ 6.7 million, enabling most program initiatives.  A significant funding challenge is the need to continue support for humanitarian demining operations in Nicaragua through 2008 and sustain the Victim Assistance component in the region.  And, as 2008 comes to a close, donor contributions will increasingly need to shift to support the continuation of similar efforts in Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. While donor support for mine action in Colombia has increased substantially in the past year, resource requirements will continue to grow throughout the next twelve to eighteen months in order to meet the urgent needs to address the problem of a growing number of landmine victims and begin to alleviate the impact of mines on communities that are trying to return to some degree of normal life. Fundraising for coordinated mine clearance efforts along the border between Peru and Ecuador also remains a priority, 

Conclusion:  
The AICMA Program requires reinvigorated contributions from the international donor community and of an active commitment from member states affected by mines and other remnants of war, to sustain their efforts and results at a level that donor states will be eager to support in the coming years.  With renewed commitments from the donor community, as well as from the Member States, the prospects for eliminating the threat of landmines to the people of the Americas can be achieved.

The actions in humanitarian demining and the initiatives in victim assistance and munitions destructions implemented by OHMA during 2007 are built on previous and on-going accomplishments.  All the actions and initiatives just described are programmed towards successful evolution for 2008.  The OHMA Project Profile program continues focused on implementing the pertinent OAS General Assembly Resolutions, while remaining faithful to its vision of reestablishing safe, secure, and productive living conditions for mine-affected communities in our Hemisphere.
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