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I.
Installation, mandates, and officers

The General Assembly, at its thirty-seventh regular session, adopted 19 resolutions
/ on matters concerning hemispheric security.


The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 12, 2007, installed the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and elected Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis, as its Chair, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.


In addition, the CSH elected at its meeting of September 6, 2007, the following vice-chairs:

· Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS

· Mr. Otto Fernando Pérez, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS

In the meeting held on September 17, 2007, the CSH elected the third vice-chair:

· Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS

Also, the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07), established a “Contact group made up of member states that are concerned or particularly affected by the phenomenon of criminal gangs”. The Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of Honduras to the OAS, Ambassador Carlos Sosa, was elected coordinator of this contact group at its meeting held on October 9, 2007.

Additionally, the CSH, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 934 (1644/08), installed on April 18, 2008 the “Working Group in charge of the preparations of the ‘First Meeting of Ministers on Public Security in the Americas.’”  At this meeting, the Committee elected Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, as Chair of this Working Group.

II.
Proceedings
Meetings

At the request of the General Assembly, the Committee on Hemispheric Security scheduled six (6) special events as part of its activities. In addition, it scheduled eleven (11) meetings to discuss matters related to institutional follow-up and thirteen (13) meetings to consider the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session. 

Institutional follow-up


Noteworthy among the Committee’s activities aimed at following up on institutional topics are the following: 

· The Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime met for the first time in Mexico City on July 26-27, 2007. As a result of the dialogue, and in order for the General Secretariat to collaborate in the development of a Work Program for the Technical Group, a series of conclusions and recommendations were published in document GT/DOT-I/doc.6/07 rev.1. [AG/RES. 2334 (XXXVII-O/07)];

· The OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, presented a proposal on September 17, 2007 to hold a Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas (CP/CSH/INF. 132/07);
· The Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board, Rear Admiral Elis Treidler Öberg, presented a progress report on its modernization process (CP/CSH/INF. 135/07). AG/RES. 2300 (XXXVII-O/07);
· A meeting was held on the topic of natural disasters on October 23, 2007.  At that meeting, the OAS Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin; the White Helmets Commission; the World Food Programme; and the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, made presentations on the topic. At this meeting the report of the first meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), which was held on September 24, 2007, was presented. AG/RES. 2314(XXXVII-O/07;

· A session on disarmament and non proliferation education took place on November 15, 2007. On this occasion, Ambassador Miguel Marin Bosch and Michael Cassandra from the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs presented on this topic. AG/RES. 2260 (XXXVII-O/07);

· A report on the Third Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to which CIFTA refers (October 15-16, 2007) was presented in the session of November 15, 2006 (GE/CIFTA/doc. 7/07). AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07);
· At the meeting on December 7, 2007 the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security presented a report, which included the activities of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/CSH/INF. 144/07), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/CSH/INF. 143/07) and the Department of Public Security;
· The implementation of UN Resolution 1540 was discussed at a meeting that took place on January 31, 2008, following up on resolution AG/RES. 2333 (XXXVII-O/07). Richard Cuppit, member of the UN 1540 Committee contributed to the discussion of this issue. In follow-up to this meeting, Argentina held a Regional workshop on 1540 on May 13, 14, 2008, in Buenos Aires;
· A meeting was held on February 13, 2007, to discuss the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07). This meeting included presentations from Mr. Cletus Springer of the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Christopher Hernandez Roy on behalf of the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence, and Denneth Modeste from the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security;
· A report on the Second Conference of the States parties to the Inter-American Convention against Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) (February 20, 21, 2008); and a report on progress achieved in compliance with the Declaration of Bogota on functioning and implementation of the CIFTA was presented in the session of April 3, 2008, 2006 AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07);
· Finally, at the meeting of April 13, 2007, the Humanitarian Demining Office of the OAS Department of Public Security made a presentation on mine action activities. AG/RES. 2269 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2261 (XXXVII-O/07.

Special meetings


The General Assembly, at its thirty-seventh regular session, asked the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, seven meetings related to the different mandates entrusted to said Committee.


Accordingly, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held the following special meetings:


1.
First, on January 22, 2008, the Special Meeting devoted to Analyzing the Phenomenon of Criminal Gangs was held pursuant to resolution AG/RES.2299 (XXXVII-O/07), which instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to hold a special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs in their diverse forms and specific manifestations, using a crosscutting and integral approach. At this meeting the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security presented a study on the definition and classification of gangs (CP/CSH/INF. 148/08). Also, Alberto Concha Eastman from the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Ms. Deborah Benchoam from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Ms. Lenore Garcia from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and Mr. Oscar Bonilla, President of the National Council of Public Security of El Salvador, made presentations on this topic.  The various statements made by member states on their vision and experience regarding the phenomenon of gangs, have been distributed as document CP/CSH-957/08.

2.
On February 7, 2008, the Special Meeting on Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) was held, in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07) “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty” and AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07) “Consolidation of The Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty Of Tlatelolco)”. Ambassador Perla Carvalho Soto, Assistant Secretary General, Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) reported on the fulfillment of the commitments undertaken by the states of the region in resolution AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07) and in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, in particular, paragraph 11 of the latter, as they pertain to nonproliferation of nuclear weapons [operative paragraph 4, AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)]. Also, Ambassador Tibor Tóth, Executive Secretary, Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) reported on the progress toward the entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. Finally, Ambassador Sergio de Queiroz Duarte, United Nations High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs commented on the Worldwide comprehensive nuclear test ban.

3.
Lastly, on February 25, 2008, the Meeting on Preparations of the Member States to Commemorate the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security of the Americas” was held, as established in resolution 2274 (XXXVII-O/07), “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security” to coordinate preparations by member states for commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, which will be held in Mexico during the last quarter of 2008. At this meeting, the Secretariat reported that it received 13 reports from the OAS organs, agencies, entities, and mechanism and other entities of the inter-American system on measures and actions related to the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas. Also, the Executive Secretariat for integral Development (SEDI), the Department of International Legal Affairs, the Summits Secretariat, and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, presented reports on this issue. Additionally, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) made a presentation on their activities related to the Declaration. Finally, member states commented and approved the agenda of the meeting for commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on security of the Americas.
4.
The II Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in preparation for the first Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009, was held on April 14, 2008,  pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07), which resolved “[t]o convene a one-day meeting of states parties in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties, and to review the functioning and application of the Convention, including a critical analysis of the reporting system with regard to transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons in the Hemisphere.” At that meeting, the states parties underscored the importance of the Convention for building confidence and security and the need to promote its ratification by all OAS member states.  This meeting was chaired by Otto Pérez, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the OAS.  The invited guest of this meeting included William Malzahn, Representative of the United States in the Group of Government Experts on the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, Mark Bromley of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and Paz Tibiletti from the Security and Defense Network in Latin America (RESDAL). Ambassador Alexandre Addor Neto, on behalf of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, presented a report that included information on the status of signatures and ratifications of the Convention, compliance with articles III and IV of the Convention, and the annual report database.

5.
Then, on April 15, 2008 the Third Forum on Confidence and Security Building Measures was held, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07), where the Permanent Council is instructed to convene the Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, to meet in the second half of 2007, to examine the application of confidence- and security-building measures throughout the region and consider next steps. Reports on the following topics were presented at that meeting: the register of experts, the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the General Secretariat’s activities in support of the Forum. For their part, the states conducted a review, assessment, and analysis of the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures in the region.  Likewise, the Inter-American Defense Board presented a report on the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures. Also, the delegation of Canada referred to the Defense Ministers of the Americas that will take place in September in Banff, Canada. Lastly, reference was made to a future high-level meeting on confidence- and security-building measures, to consider the next steps to be taken to further consolidate mutual confidence. 

6.
Finally, the “Meeting of High Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management”, will take place in Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on June 25, 26, 2008, per the resolution CP/RES. 928 (1627/08) rev.1. This meeting is being held in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07) “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, And Assistance In Natural And Other Disaster Situations”, which requests the Permanent Council, with support from the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM), to convene, for the first half of 2008, a meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management, with the participation of the private sector, of subregional, national, and international agencies and organizations, and of nongovernmental, community, and civil society organizations.

7.
The Second Meeting of National Authorities in Trafficking in Persons [AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)] was postponed until the second half of 2008 at the meeting held on November 15, 2007.

III.
Draft resolutions

The Committee continued its work until May 21, and I am pleased to report that it considered 18 draft resolutions, which have been transmitted to the Permanent Council for subsequent submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session:

1. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

2. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

3. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

4. Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

5. Support for Action Against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru

6. Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education

7. Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

8. Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs 

9. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

10. Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas

11. Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

12. Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation
13. Preventing Crime and Violence in the Americas

14. Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board  

15. Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

16. Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean 

17. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 

18. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

III.
Annual reports

The Committee considered three annual reports, in keeping with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and in response to a request made by the Permanent Council at its meeting of February 21, which transmitted to the Committee the annual reports of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc. 4271/08), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc. 4314/08), and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4285/08 corr. 1).  Those annual reports were transmitted for consideration by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session. 

On February 25, 2008, Ambassador Alexandre Addor-Neto, Secretary for Multidimensional Security, presented a “Report on Measures and Actions Related to Implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas” CP/CSH-946/08 corr.2). This report summarizes the activities of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in support of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas for the period comprised between February 2007 through January 2008.  The activities carried out before February 2007 were reported to the Committee on Hemispheric Security in March 2007, and are contained in document CP/CSH-837/07 corr. 1.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished Vice Chairs and delegates for their valuable contributions to the work of the Committee during this term and for their good will and their cooperation with the Chair.
I would also like to state, for the record, that this Committee was regularly supported in its endeavors and activities by the staff of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, both by the team working directly with the Secretary and by the teams working in its departments, in particular the Department of Coordination of Policies and Programs of Multidimensional Security, for which I express my gratitude. 


Izben C. Williams


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis


Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

May 20, 2008
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