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INTRODUCTION

The activities scheduled by the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) include several special events mandated by the General Assembly.  They also include 10 meetings for follow-up on institutional matters and seven for the preparation of draft resolutions of the General Assembly.

At its regular meeting of June 30, 2008, the Permanent Council instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security to take up and implement 19 General Assembly resolutions and to consider three annual reports.  The purpose of this calendar of activities is to organize the work of the Committee for the term running from August 2008 to May 2009, so that it may complete its work before the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.
I. OFFICERS
For the term covered in this plan, the CSH was installed by the Permanent Council on July 15, 2008.  On that date, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Council elected Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the Organization of American States (OAS), to serve as Committee Chair.

In addition, at its meeting of August 26, 2008, the SCH elected the following Vice-Chairs:

· Ambassador Carlos Sosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras
· Patricia D’Costa, Alternate Representative of Canada
II. MANDATES
Under Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CSH has the following functions: 
· To study, and make recommendations to the Permanent Council on, any matters relating to hemispheric security that may be entrusted to it by the Permanent Council and, through it, by the General Assembly, in particular with a view to promoting cooperation in this area.


In accordance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at that June 30 meeting the Permanent Council decided that, in the context of the functions established in Article 20, the CSH would be responsible for the following mandates, assigned in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Thirty-Eighth Regular Session” (CP/doc.4325/08 rev. 2):

1. AG/RES. 2354 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
2. AG/RES. 2355 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru
3. AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security
4. AG/RES. 2358 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Support for Implementation at the Hemisferic Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)
5. AG/RES. 2359 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-ban Treaty
6. AG/RES. 2360 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education
7. AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative
8. AG/RES. 2377 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Consolidation of the Regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)
9. AG/RES. 2378 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
10. AG/RES. 2379 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation
11. AG/RES. 2380 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs
12. AG/RES. 2381 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials
13. AG/RES. 2382 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions
14. AG/RES. 2396 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism
15. AG/RES. 2397 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Special security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean
16. AG/RES. 2398 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas
17. AG/RES. 2399 (XXXVIII-O/08)
The Americas as an Antipersonnel-land-mine-free Zone
18. AG/RES. 2400 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board
19. AG/RES: 2431 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Preventing Crime and Violence in the Americas
20. Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter): 

a. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

b. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) 

c. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

21.
Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas

III. PROCEDURE

a)
Preparation for special events
During the 2008-2009 term the Committee will hold a series of special events for which effective, dynamic preparation will be required.


The first part of the second half of 2008 will be devoted to preparations for the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, to be held in Mexico City on October 7 and 8, 2008.  This was established in resolution CP/RES. 934 (1644/08), adopted on April 14, 2008. Preparations for the event will be entrusted to the Working Group to Prepare for the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA).

For the remainder of the special events scheduled for this period, the Chair requests delegations to kindly present their suggestions on the topics of the meetings to be held in the second half of 2008 between now and September 15, 2008.  The Chair proposes that the Committee consider first the agendas of meetings to be held in the second half of 2008 and then the agendas of those to be held in the first half of 2009.  The deadline for presentation of agendas for events to be held in 2009 is November 21, 2008.

Insofar as possible, these proposals should contain suggestions both on topics to be addressed at each special event and on the guest panelists, with the understanding that the CSH is not responsible for covering the costs those presenters may incur.

On the basis of these suggestions and observations, and with assistance from the General Secretariat, the Chair will prepare a draft agenda for each special event. The Chair will welcome recommendations from other member states for these events.

b)
Working groups
Working Group to Prepare for the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA)
This Working Group was established on April 18, 2008, under the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to prepare the draft agenda, the draft calendar, and the draft final documents of the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA), which is to be held in Mexico City on October 7 and 8, 2008, and whose main topic is crime and violence, as provided by resolution CP/RES. 934 (1644/08), adopted on April 14, 2008.

Criminal Gangs
Under resolution AG/RES. 2380 (XXXVIII-O/08), the Permanent Council will establish a working group made up of member states that are concerned or particularly affected by the phenomenon of criminal gangs, for preparing a regional strategy to promote inter-American cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs.
c)
Follow-up on institutional topics
As for the other activities of the Committee, these will be included in the calendar. The purpose is to fulfill all the mandates issued to the Committee by the General Assembly. 

d)
Negotiation of draft resolutions
At the beginning of 2009, the Chair will propose a method for organizing the work of the Committee and streamlining the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be presented to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session.
This work calendar shows the mandates assigned to the CSH along with the activities to be executed and the areas to which they will be entrusted.  This document will be amended by the CSH itself, or as necessary, in accordance with progress made with the tasks assigned, with the aim of ensuring optimal results.


I am pleased to present this draft calendar of activities and will welcome the members’ suggestions on the procedures proposed and their support in achieving the objectives set for the Committee by the Permanent Council and the General Assembly.

Gustavo Albin


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Mexico


Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

	ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY


	OTHER SECURITY-RELATED ACTIVITIES OF THE OAS



	· Tuesday, August 26, 2008

· Election of officers

· Approval of the calendar of activities

· Procedure proposed by the Chair for the work of the Committee in the 2008-2009 term


	

	Thursday, August 28, 2008 

· GT/MISPA meeting
	

	
	September 2-5, 2008

· Eighth Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (CMDA)

Banff, Canada



	Tuesday, September 9, 2008

· GT/MISPA meeting


	

	Thursday, September 11, 2008

· GT/MISPA meeting
	

	Tuesday, September 16, 2008

· GT/MISPA meeting


	

	Thursday, September 18, 2008

· GT/MISPA meeting


	

	Monday, September 22, 2008

· GT/MISPA meeting


	

	Thursday, September 25, 2008

· GT/MISPA meeting


	

	Monday, September 29, 2008

· Consideration and approval of the documents for the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for

Public Security in the Americas

· Consideration and approval of the Draft Schedule of Activities


	

	October 7-8, 2008

· First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, Mexico City,

 Mexico [CP/RES. 934 (1644/08) ]


	

	
	Friday, October 31, 2008

Preparatory Meeting for CICTE –

First meeting

	Thursday, November 6, 2008

Follow-up on institutional topics:

· “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative” [AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

· To instruct the Permanent Council to foster discussion of the need to update existing regulatory and coordination mechanisms and to adapt them to the new circumstances and complexities of disasters, to the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015; and to the principles of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.

· Rapporteur’s Report - First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas – October 7-8, 2008, Mexico City [CP/RES. 934 (1644/08) ]


	

	
	November 19-21, 2008
· 44 CICAD – Santiago, Chile

	Tuesday, November 25, 2008
· Follow-up on institutional topics


AG/RES. 2397 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean” 
· To instruct the Permanent Council to remain seized of the issues which impact the security of small island states, and, to this end, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), to evaluate progress made in addressing the security concerns of those states and the development of strategies for the implementation of the related General Assembly resolutions.


AG/RES. 2400 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board”
· To instruct the IADB to coordinate with the General Secretariat, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, activities related to the needs of the smaller states, which are more vulnerable to traditional threats and to new threats, concerns, and other challenges.
	

	Thursday, December 4, 2008
· Follow-up on institutional topics


AG/RES. 2358 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United National Security Resolution 1540 (2004)”

· To keep this topic on the agenda of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and to foster increased information-sharing, including with other international, regional, and subregional organizations, on the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), thus contributing to the efforts of the United Nations.

· To request the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security to support the member states in their implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) by holding a meeting for, inter alia, discussing lessons learned and experience gained, identifying specific areas and projects in which assistance is needed, and setting priorities from a hemispheric perspective, as well as receiving the recommendations and conclusions of the aforementioned OAS workshop.

-
Presentation of the results of UN 1540 workshop – Buenos Aires, Argentina, May 2008


	

	
	Monday, December 8, 2008
Preparatory meeting for CICTE – Second meeting




	Thursday, December 16, 2008
· Follow-up on institutional topics:

· Consideration and approval of the agendas of some special events to be held in the first half of 2009 
· Report of the Informal Working Group
To instruct the Committee on Hemispheric Security, with the participation of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), to conduct a study on unification of the criteria for reporting confidence- and security-building measures adopted in Santiago, San Salvador, and the Miami Consensus. AG/RES. 2398 (XXXVIII-O/08)

· Presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Secuirty on the web page on the reports presented by member states pursuant to General Assembly resolutions on hemispheric security [AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07]

	


	ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY


	OTHER SECURITY-RELATED ACTIVITIES OF THE OAS



	2009
	2009

	
	First quarter of 2009

To convene, in the framework of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, a meeting of the appropriate national customs authorities dedicated to enhancing cooperation on the enforcement of international regulations on the movement of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials.

AG/RES. 2381 (XXXVIII-O/08)



	Thursday, January 15, 2009:

Follow-up on institutional topics:

· Consideration and approval of agendas for special meetings to be held in the first half of 2009

· Preparatory meeting – Commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

· Installation of the Working Group on criminal gangs and election of its officers [AG/RES. 2380 (XXXVIII-O/08)

· Consideration and adoption of the Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSBMs) that are to be reported on pursuant to OAS resolutions [AG/RES. 2398 (XXXVIII-O/08)]


	

	Thursday, January 22, 2009

Third Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to Prepare for the Conference of States Parties to be held in 2009

AG/RES. 2382 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions”

· To request the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, a meeting to consider the functioning and application of the Convention, as well as the preparations for the Conference of States Parties to be held in 2009, extending invitations to attend as observers to non-states parties, relevant regional and international organizations, and civil society organizations.

	

	
	January 29 and 30, 2009
· Fourth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers AG/RES. 2381 (XXXVII-O/07)


Washington, D.C.

	Thursday, February 5, 2009


Meeting on the Prevention of Crime and Violence

AG/RES. 2431 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Preventing Crime and Violence in the Americas”

· To request the Committee on Hemispheric Security to hold, in the first quarter of 2009, a meeting that includes the participation of experts appointed by the member states, on matters relating to the prevention of crime and violence.

	

	
	February 9, 2009
· Third Preparatory Meeting for CICTE


	Thursday, February 19, 2009

Commemoration of the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08)]


	

	Thursday, February 26, 2009: 
· Follow-up on institutional topics:

· Consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco

· Rapporteur’s Report on the Third Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to Prepare for the Conference of States Parties to be held in 2009
· Report on the Fourth Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers - AG/RES. 2381 (XXXVII-O/07) – January 29 and 30, 2009
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly


	

	
	March 4-6, 2009
· Ninth regular session of CICTE - Mexico

	Thursday, March 12, 2009
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	

	Thursday, March 19, 2009
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly
	

	March 25-27, 2009
Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

· [AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)] (Buenos Aires, Argentina)


	

	April 2009 (Venezuela, date to be determined)
· First Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management [AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07)]


	

	Thursday, April 2, 2009:
· Follow-up on institutional topics:

· Consideration of the topic on demining [AG/RES. 2355 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2399 (XXXVIII-O/08)]
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly


	

	
	April 17-19, 2009
· Fifth Summit of the Americas Trinidad and Tobago



	Wednesday, April 22, 2009

Second meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime  
[AG/RES. 2379 (XXXVIII-O/08)] (Washington, D.C.)
	

	
	April 23 and 24, 2009
· Tenth regular meeting of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA


AG/RES. 2381 (XXXVIII-O/08)

	Thursday, April 30, 2009
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	

	Thursday, May 7, 2009
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly


	

	Thursday, May 14, 2009
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly


	


SUMMARY OF CSH MEETINGS
	
	2008

	AUGUST
	

	Tuesday 26
	· Meeting for the election of officers and the approval of the calendar of activities of the CSH

	Thursday 28
	· GT/MISPA

	SEPTEMBER
	

	2-5
	· Eighth Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (CMDA), Banff, Canada

	Tuesday 9
	· GT/MISPA 

	Thursday 11
	· GT/MISPA 

	Tuesday 16
	· GT/MISPA

	Thursday 18
	· GT/MISPA

	Monday 22
	· GT/MISPA

	Thursday 25
	· GT/MISPA

	Monday 29
	· Consideration and approval of the documents for the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas

· Consideration and approval of the Draft Schedule of Activities

	OCTOBER
	

	7-8
	· First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, Mexico City, Mexico

	Thursday 23
	· Follow-up on institutional topics: White Helmets Initiative / Natural disasters

	NOVEMBER
	

	Thursday 13
	· Meeting on the consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco 

	19-21
	· 44 CICAD – Chile

	Tuesday 25
	· Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States 

· Follow-up on institutional topics

	DECEMBER
	

	Thursday 4
	· Preparatory meeting for the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas  

· Follow-up on institutional topics

· Reports on the activities of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / IADB

· Information-sharing, including with other international, regional, and subregional organizations, on the application of resolution 1540 (2004)

	Thursday 11
	· Consideration and approval of the agendas of some special events to be held in the first half of 2009

	
	2009

	(Date to be determined)
	· Second Meeting of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime

	(Date to be determined)
	· Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

	JANUARY
	

	Thursday 15
	· Preparatory meeting for the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas  

· Follow-up on institutional topics

	Thursday 22
	· III Meeting of States Party to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in preparation for the Conference of States Parties to be held in 2009

	29-30
	· Fourth meeting of the CIFTA Expert Group

	FEBRUARY
	

	(Date to be determined)
	· Commemoration of the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas

	Thursday 5 
	· Meeting on the prevention of crime and violence 

	Tuesday 9
	· Preparatory meeting for CICTE

	Thursday 26
	· Follow-up on institutional topics

· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	MARCH
	

	4-6
	· CICTE – Mexico

	Thursday 12
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Thursday 19
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Thursday 26
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	25-27
	· Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

	APRIL
	

	(Date to be determined)
	· First Meeting of High-level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management

	Thursday 2
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly + Consideration of topic of disarmament

	17-19
	· Fifth Summit of the Americas - Trinidad and Tobago 

	Wednesday 22
	· Second Meeting of the OAS Technical Working Group on Transnational Organized Crime

	23-24
	· 10 meeting of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA

	Thursday 30
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	MAY
	

	Thursday 7
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Thursday 14
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly


Meetings for which dates have not yet been set:

· First Meeting of High-level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management
*
Meetings in italics are OAS activities related to security (they are not meetings of the Committee on Hemispheric Security).
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