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I.
Installation, mandates, and authorities
During its thirty-eighth regular session, the General Assembly adopted 19 resolutions
/ related to hemispheric security.


At its July 15, 2008 meeting, the Permanent Council installed the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and, pursuant to Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, elected Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, as its chair.

At its August 26, 2008 meeting, the CSH also elected the following vice-chairs:

· Ambassador Carlos Sosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS

· Ms. Patricia D’Costa, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS

Furthermore, pursuant to CP/RES. 934 (1644/08), the CSH, on April 18, 2008, installed the “Working Group to Prepare for the First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas” and elected Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS as chair of the Working Group.

Likewise, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2830 (XXXVIII-O/08), at its meeting of January 15, 2009, the Committee on Hemispheric Security installed the Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs. The Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, was elected as this working group’s chair.
The Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs, in its April 3, 2009 meeting, elected the following vice-chairs:

· Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States to the OAS

· Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Phillips-Spencer, Alternate Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS
At its September 29, 2008 meeting, the Chair of the CSH recommended the establishment of an informal working group on the unification of confidence and security building measures to be coordinated by the United States delegation, in order to comply with the mandate of operative paragraph No. 3 of resolution AG/Res 2398 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas”

Finally, a working group was also be established, under the leadership of the delegation of the Argentine Republic, to review the documents from the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, which was held on March 25-27, 2009, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

II.
Proceedings
Meetings

As part of its activities, as mandated by the General Assembly, the Committee on Hemispheric Security programmed seven (7) special events. It also programmed nine (9) meetings to address follow up on institutional topics and nine (9) meetings to review draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly in its thirty-ninth regular session.

Institutional follow-up

Among the activities for the follow up on institutional topics carried out by the Committee, the following can be highlighted:

-
At its meeting of November 6, 2008, the CSH discussed the need to bring existing normative and coordination mechanisms up to date, and to adapt them to the new realities and complexities of disasters, to the guidelines of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015, and the principles of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction of the United Nations. The results of the discussion were published as document CP/CSH-1039/08 and were transmitted, through the Permanent Council, to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI). Ambassador Gabriel Marcelo Fuks, president of the White Helmets Commission, participated in the meeting [AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08)].
-
The meeting of November 25, 2007 was devoted to the special security concerns of the small Caribbean island states. Ms. Tonya T. Ayow, Head of Secretariat and Deputy Director of CARICOM’s Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) gave a presentation on the measures adopted by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) on this topic.  For its part, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security submitted a report on activities carried out between January and November, 2008 (CP/CSH/INF 182/08). At the same meeting, the Inter-American Defense Board presented a report on activities carried out in connection with the special security concerns of the small Caribbean island states (CP/CSH-1044/08 rev. 1). [AG/RES. 2397 (XXXVIII-O/08]

· On December 4, 2008, a meeting was held on “Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004).” Taking part as guests were Ambassador Jorge Urbina, Chairman of the 1540 Committee of the United Nations, and Gustavo Zlauvinen, Representative to the United Nations of the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and Director of IAEA’s Office in New York.  In addition, the Argentine delegation presented the results of the workshop held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on May 13 and 14, 2008 (CP/CSH/INF.173/08). [AG/RES. 2358 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

-
At its meeting of December 16, 2008, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security gave a presentation on a new webpage it had developed, containing reports on hemispheric security matters submitted by the member states pursuant to the General Assembly’s resolutions It was emphasized that this new tool would facilitate the process of submitting reports and searching for information on the topic of security.
· At its meeting of January 15, 2009, the CSH approved a “Consolidated List of Confidence and Security Building Measures” (CP/CSH-1043/08 rev.1). This was done in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2398 (XXXVIII-O/08), which in its operative paragraph 3 had instructed the Commitee, with the participation of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), to conduct a study on unification of criteria for reporting confidence- and security-building measures adopted in Santiago, San Salvador, and in the Miami Consensus.  Future reports submitted by the member states on this topic should be based on this new list, in accordance with the CSH’s recommendation [AG/RES. 2398 (XXXVIII-O/08].

-
At its meeting on February 26, 2009, the CSH addressed the topic of the “Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco).” This meeting was attended by Ambassador Perla Carvalho, Deputy Secretary General of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) and Randy Rydell, Senior Political Affairs Officer, Office of the High Representative for Disarmament of the United Nations. [AG/RES. 2377 (XXXVIII-O/08)]
-
At the March 12, 2009 meeting the Inter-American Defense Board submitted a report on the updating of the list of confidence and security building measures. [AG/RES. 2400 (XXXVIII-O/08)]


At the meeting on May 5, 2009, the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs submitted its activities report, which was distributed as document CSH/GT/PD-7/09), [AG/RES. 2380 (XXXVIII-O/08)].
-
In the May 5, 2009 meeting, the president of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials CIFTA, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, submitted reports on the Fourth Meeting of the Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers (April 23, 2009); the Tenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA (April 24, 2009), and on the Seminar on “Practical Approaches to Combating the Illicit Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other related Materials Across Borders: Meeting of Law Enforcement Authorities and Customs Officials” (Vancouver, Canada, March 16-18, 2009) [AG/RES.2381 (XXXVIII-O/08)]
-
At the May 14, 2009 meeting, the Office of Humanitarian Mine Action of the Department of Public Security submitted a report on the Status and Prospects of the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) [AG/RES. 2355 (XXXVIII-O/08) and AG/RES. 2399 (XXXVIII-O/08)].

Special meetings

At its thirty-eighth regular session, the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, seven meetings related to the different mandates given to the Committee.

In this connection, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held the following five (5) special meetings:

1.
First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas [CP/RES. 934 (1644/08)]

On April 14, 2008, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 934 (1644/08) which convened the First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas (MISPA), which met in Mexico City on October 7 and 8, 2008.
Pursuant to this resolution, a working group was established by the Committee on Hemispheric Security to prepare the documents that would be proposed for the ministers’ consideration in Mexico.  The working group held four briefing meetings and ten meetings of arduous and intense negotiations.  Its work was enriched by important contributions from international entities and organizations, distinguished academics, and civil society. 

Thirty-two delegations of OAS member states attended this ministerial meeting, an initiative of the Secretary General.
/ Eighteen states were represented by their minister and six by vice-ministers. Without a doubt, the high level of the representatives coming to Mexico highlights the importance of the topic of public security.


During the second plenary session the OAS General Secretary presented a report on the situation of public security in the Americas, containing important data demonstrating that crime, violence, and insecurity constitute the principal threat to stability, democratic strengthening and to the possibilities for development of our region.  This document also presented an analysis of the main existing challenges for public security, as well as of the opportunities that governments have to face them.


In the third, fourth, and fifth session, in order to share and exchange experiences, developments, and challenges, the heads of delegation engaged in a dialogue on topics related to prevention strategies, improvement of public security institutions and conditions, and international cooperation, respectively.


During this last session, representatives of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Panamerican Health Organization (PAHO) contributed with enriching presentations on their activities related to this important topic.

Achievements of the MISPA:

Results of the First Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas particularly worth highlighting include:
First, the fact that never before had the ministers of the continent charged with the public security of their states met to engage in a dialogue on this topic.  It is also important to emphasize the hemispheric recognition of the need for additional efforts in this area.


In addition, the adoption of the “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas,” contained in the document: MISPA/doc.7/08 rev. 4, which expresses the political will and the priority attached by the region’s countries to fighting crime and insecurity in a joint, preventive, comprehensive, coherent, effective, and permanent fashion.

This important document addresses public security using a structural approach and therefore contains concrete actions in five areas of fundamental importance to public security: public security management; prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity; police management; citizen and community participation, and international cooperation.

Finally, the interest of the member states was evidenced by the decision to institutionalize this ministerial meeting through the generous offers of the Dominican Republic and the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to hold the Second and Third Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas in 2009 and 2010, respectively.  Also, in preparation for the Second MISPA, the Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay kindly offered to hold a Meeting of Experts in 2009.

2.
Third Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in Preparation for the Conference of States Parties to be held in 2009 [AG/RES. 2382 (XXXVIII-O/08]
This meeting was held on January 22, 2009, with a view to examining implementation of the Convention, promoting its signature and ratification, and preparing the 2009 meeting of the States Parties. In his presentation, Dr. Nazir Kamal, Senior Political Affairs Officer, Office of Disarmament Affairs at the United Nations, spoke on the United Nations mode of operations and mechanisms for the registry of conventional arms.  The Security and Defense Network of Latin America (RESDAL) was represented by Messrs. Iñigo Guevara and Gustavo Castro.  In this meeting the member states were also called on to provide, as soon as possible, information on their national point of contact for this subject matter.  Finally, it was decided to hold the First Conference of States Parties on November 19, 2009 [AG/RES. 2382 (XXXVIII-O/08)].
3.
Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons [AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)]

This meeting was held on March 25 to 27, 2009, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, with the co-sponsorship of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay.

In the Permanent Council’s meeting of October 14, 2008, the delegation of the Argentine Republic asked for the opportunity to host the second meeting (CP/INF. 5780/08).

The meeting was presided over by Ambassador Raúl Ricardes, of Argentine nationality, as president.  The vice-presidencies were held by the Eaastern Republic of Uruguay and the Republic of Paraguay, and the rapporteurship by the Dominican Republic.

The first plenary session was devoted to reviewing progress made by OAS member states in implementing and/or applying the conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons held in Margarita in 2006.


The second plenary session was devoted to civil society and the conclusions and recommendations of the preparatory civil society meeting, held on March 3 and 4, 2009, in Washington, D. C., were presented at that session.

At the beginning of the third session, the president of the meeting announced the establishment of technical working groups: Technical Working Group I was chaired by Undersecretary Felipe Michelini of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, who also served as the vice-president of the meeting; it focused its discussion on “prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons, administration of justice, and international cooperation and institution-strengthening strategies.” Technical Working Group II, chaired by Mr. Víctor Hugo Peña, Director-General of Special Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay and second vice-president of this meeting, discussed the “prevention of the crime of trafficking in persons, comprehensive assistance and protection for victims, with a particular focus on the situation of women, children, and adolescents, including international cooperation strategies.”

In addition, a drafting group was constituted to handle the paragraphs still pending in the final document of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, and the new proposals that arose during the meeting.  This group was chaired by Minister Pablo Tettamanti, Director of International Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina.
The presentations by Mr. Felipe de la Torre of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and Mr. Eugenio Ambrosi of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) were part of the inputs to the discussions of Technical Working Group I.

Presentations were delivered in Working Group II by Mr. Javier González-Olaechea of the International Labour Organization (ILO), Mr. Egidio Crotti of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and Mr. Juan Carlos Murillo of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

The president of the meeting reconvened the plenary session in the afternoon of March 26 in order to welcome the President of Argentina, Mrs. Cristina Fernández de Kirchner.

Finally, the national authorities adopted, by consensus, the final document entitled “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” contained in document RTP-II/doc.5/09 rev. 9.

4.
Commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

On December 16, 2008, the CSH approved the draft order of business for this meeting and transmitted it to the Permanent Council for its consideration.

In this regard, and in compliance with the mandates of the General Assembly contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O7) and AG/RES. 2357 (XXXVIII-O/08), on February 19, 2009, the Permanent Council held a special meeting to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas.

The Secretary General of the OAS, Mr. José Miguel Insulza spoke at the begimming of the meeting, as did Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Brazil, and Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and Permanent Representative of Mexico.

After receiving a cordial welcome from the Chair of the Council, Mr. Gerónimo Gutiérrez Fernández, Undersecretary for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, addressed the audience.

Representatives from the following delegations also took the floor in the following order: Ecuador, Argentina, the United States, Chile, Trinidad and Tobago in representation of CARICOM’s member states, Uruguay, Canada, Brazil, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Venezuela, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Panama.

The meeting concluded with the adoption of the Final Act of the Commemoration of the Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, document CP/doc.4371/09 rev. 1.


In the afternoon of February 19, 2009 a seminar was conducted on the “Fifth Anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas: Current Perspectives and New Challenges,” which was organized jointly by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the OAS Department of International Affairs.  The seminar was moderated by José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, and participating were:  Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS; Guadalupe González, Professor and Researcher at the Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas [Center for Economic Research and Teaching] (CIDE); Marcela Donadio, Executive Director of the Security and Defense Network of Latin America (RESDAL), and Margaret Daly Hayes, Vice President and Principal of EBR Associates.

5.
Meeting on Preventing Crime and Violence [AG/RES. 2431 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

This meeting was held on February 5, 2009.  The special guests were: Mark Edberg, Associate Professor in the Department of Prevention and Community Health at The George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services, who spoke about the ecological implications of violence; Ms. Laura Capobianco of the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC), who presented the Centre’s International Report on Crime Prevention and Community Safety: Trends and Perspectives; Geoff Loane, Head of the Regional Delegation of the United States and Canada for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), who addressed the topic of protection and assistance to communities affected by armed violence; Mr. Nils Kastberg, Regional Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), who spoke on programs for the prevention of violence in children and youth; and Mr. Alberto Concha Eastman, Regional Advisor on Human Security and Urban Health, Sustainable Development and Environmental Health Area, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), who highlighted his organization’s Life Skills Training Programs (PES) – Conflict resolution. [AG/RES. 2431 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

Second Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime [AG/RES. 2379 (XXXVIII-O/08)]
The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago circulated the note contained in document CP/CSH-1053/08, proposing a date and venue for this meeting.  The proposal was for the Second Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime to be held on April 22, 2009 at the OAS headquarters.  This proposal was accepted by the Committee and the decision was transmitted to the Permanent Council, which adopted it.

Subsequently, the Chair of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime circulated note CP/CSH-1088/09, in which he announced that the meeting programmed for April 22, 2009 at the OAS headquarters had been postponed until further notice.

Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management 
This meeting should take place in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07) “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations.” That resolution requested the Permanent Council, with support from the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (RIMD), to convene, in the first half of 2008, a meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management, with the participation of the private sector, of subregional, national, and international agencies and organizations, and of nongovernmental, community, and civil society organizations. This meeting was scheduled to be held in Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, on June 25 and 26, 2008, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 928 (1627/08) rev. 1.


Regarding this topic, the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS, in note CP/CSH-1077/09, announced that it would not be possible to hold the meeting. The CSH took note and recommended consultation with the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation to find a solution in order to comply with the mandate of the resolution.
III.
Draft resolutions
For the consideration of draft resolutions, the Chair submitted a “Draft Work Plan of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) for the Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions to be Submitted to the General Assembly at Its Thirty-Ninth Regular Session” (CP/CSH-1064/09 rev. 2), which was approved in the February 26, 2009 session.
The Committee continued working until May 18, 2009 and considered 18 draft resolutions, which have been transmitted to the Permanent Council for their subsequent submission to the General Assembly during its thrity-ninth regular session in San Pedro Sula, Honduras:

1. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)
2. Follow up to the Special Conference on Security

3. The Americas as an Anti-Personnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

4. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Aquisitions

5. Confidence and Security-building in the Americas

6. Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas

7. Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms (CIFTA)
8. Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs

9. Support for the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism

10. Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas in Housing their Institutional Memory

11. Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons: Conclusions and Recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

12. Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and strengthening of hemispheric cooperation
13. Support for the activities of the Inter-American Defense Board

14. Strengthening Cooperation among Customs and Law Enforcement Authorities of the Americas
15. Special Security Concerns of the Caribbean Small Island States

16. Observations and recommendations on the annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
17. Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM)of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
18. New Challenges for CICAD: Process for Reviewing and Updating Its Anti-drug Strategy and Plan of Action

Likewise, the Chair wishes to point out that the following draft resolutions were not submitted for consideration by the thirty-ninth regular session, since they contained biennial mandates (2009-2010). However, they should be considered for the distribution of mandates in the next period and in this Committee’s calendar of activities for next year:

· AG/RES. 2358 (XXXVIII-O/08) Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

· AG/RES. 2359 (XXXVIII-O/08) Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

· AG/RES. 2360 (XXXVIII-O/08) Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education 

IV.
Observations and Recommendations of the Member States regarding the Annual Reports

Pursuant to the provisions of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and at the request of the Permanent Council at its meeting of June 30, 2008, the Commission considered three annual reports. These were: the annual report of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc.4381/09), the annual report of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4390/09), and the annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4395/09 corr. 1). The three documents were transmitted to the OAS General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-ninth regular session.

The report of the IADB was presented by the President of its Council of Delegates, Vice Admiral Elis Treidler OBERG at the meeting of April 16, 2009.  In response, the delegation of the Argentine Republic circulated note OAS 178 (CP/CSH-1096/09), in which it addressed the IADB’s annual report and stated, in reference to point 6.3.1.4 of that report, that, pursuant to Argentine legislation, the armed forces have no jurisdiction in matters related to drug trafficking.


At the meeting on May 14, 2009, the Executive Secretary of CICAD, Mr. James Mack, presented the annual report of CICAD and the delegation of Mexico, in its capacity as Chair of CICTE, presented the annual report of CICTE.

Sincerely,

Gustavo Albin

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Mexico

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

May 22, 2009
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�.	Distribution of mandates 2008-2009 (Approved by the Permanent Council meeting held on June 30, 2008 and revised on September 24, 2008), (CP/doc.4325/08 rev. 2)


�.	Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela





PAGE  

