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INTRODUCTION

At its regular meeting of September 17, 2009, the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) made a proposal to continue the joint effort made in previous periods to maximize and streamline the work of this Committee with respect to the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly.

Accordingly, the Chair would like to resubmit this operational and practical exercise for consideration, without thereby altering existing regulations or undermining in any way the right of countries to present proposals for possible consideration by the General Assembly. 

I. MANDATES
Under Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CSH has the following functions:

· To study, and make recommendations to the Permanent Council on, any matters relating to hemispheric security that may be entrusted to it by the Permanent Council and, through it, by the General Assembly, in particular with a view to promoting cooperation in this area.


In accordance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at its June 30 meeting the Permanent Council decided that, in the context of the functions established in Article 20, the CSH would be responsible for the following mandates, assigned in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Thirty-Ninth Regular Session” (CP/doc.4422 /09)
1.
AG/RES. 2442 (XXXIX-O/09)
Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)
2.
AG/RES. 2443 (XXXIX-O/09)
Follow-Up to the Special Conference on Security
3.
AG/RES. 2444 (XXXIX-O/09)
Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas


4.
AG/RES. 2445 (XXXIX-O/09)
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions
5.
AG/RES. 2446 (XXXIX-O/09)
Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas
6.
AG/RES. 2447 (XXXIX-O/09)
Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas
7
AG/RES. 2453 (XXXIX-O/09)
The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone
8.
AG/RES. 2456 (XXXIX-O/09)
Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons: Conclusions and Recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons
9.
AG/RES. 2459 (XXXIX-O/09)
Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

10.
AG/RES. 2460 (XXXIX-O/09)
Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials

11.
AG/RES. 2461 (XXXIX-O/09)
Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs
12.
AG/RES. 2482 (XXXIX-O/09)
Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board
13.
AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09)
Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean 

14.
AG/RES. 2488 (XXXIX-O/09)
Strengthening Cooperation among Customs and Law Enforcement Authorities in the Americas
15.
AG/RES. 2490 (XXXIX-O/09)
Execution of the Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation

16.
AG/RES. 2493 (XXXIX-O/09)
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission


17
AG/RES. 2497 (XXXIX-O/09)
Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission

18.
AG/RES. 2499 (XXXIX-O/09)
New Challenges for the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission: Process to Review and Update the Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere and its Plan of Action

From the thirty-eighth regular session, held in 2008 (biennial resolutions):

19.
AG/RES. 2358 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

20.
AG/RES. 2359 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

21.
AG/RES. 2360 (XXXVIII-O/08)
Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education

22. Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter): 

a. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

b. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

c. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 

II. METHODOLOGY
The following suggestions could once again serve as basic guidelines for the presentation and negotiation of resolutions: 

· Set March 26, 2010, as the deadline for submission of draft resolutions to the CSH.

· Submit all draft resolutions in the template approved by the Permanent Council for resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly for consideration- CP/RES. 965 (1733/09).
· Begin and end meetings punctually, as scheduled.

· Limit the time allotted for consideration of each resolution in each CSH session in order to give equal time to each one (for example, 30 minutes per resolution at each meeting). The time allotted will depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at the respective meeting.

· Submit in writing any proposed changes during the course of negotiations to the Secretariat.

· Prepare draft resolutions that, if possible:

· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs.

· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs.

· Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions that serve only to renew mandates.

· Avoid unnecessary repetition of identical paragraphs in different resolutions.

· Given the Organization’s budgetary constraints, consider limiting the number of special meetings. If special meetings are proposed, take into account the date selected for them so that they are not held after mid-March 2011 and are preferably spread out uniformly throughout the year, including some in the second half of 2010.

· During the negotiation process delegations should endeavor to reach a consensus in informal consultations among member states before consideration of the matter by the CSH.

· Identify ways to group resolutions together by similar subject matter.

· With respect to issues already submitted in 2009, the Chair proposes that only the new parts of the text be negotiated. In this regard, delegations should highlight the new text in each resolution presented in order to facilitate this process.

· Similarly, the Chair urges delegations not to pay too much attention to questions of style in the draft resolutions and to focus more on substance.

· Seek to rationalize the work of the Committee by adopting biennial or triennial resolutions.  Last year the following resolutions contained two-year mandates and will not necessarily have to be presented again this year:

· AG/RES. 2442 (XXXIX-O/09)
“Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)”
· AG/RES. 2447 (XXXIX-O/09)
Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas
· AG/RES. 2456 (XXXIX-O/09)
Hemispheric Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons: Conclusions and Recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons

· AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09)
Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean
· Resolutions containing mandates with budgetary implications must be submitted to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), so they need to be negotiated promptly in order to comply with this procedure.
Dates of CSH meetings to consider draft resolutions

	Date of the CSH meeting
	

	January 14, 2010
	· Consideration and adoption of the Work Plan for the presentation and consideration of the CSH resolutions

	March 11, 2010
	· Presentation and consideration of draft resolutions

	March 25, 2010
	· Presentation and consideration of draft resolutions

	April 8, 2010
	· Presentation and consideration of draft resolutions

	April 22, 2010
	· Presentation and consideration of draft resolutions

	May 6, 2010
	· Presentation and consideration of draft resolutions

	May 11, 2010
	· Presentation and consideration of draft resolutions

	May 13, 2010
	· Presentation and consideration of draft resolutions


Graeme Clark
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Canada
Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
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