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I. RATIONALE FOR THE PROPOSED CHANGES
The section on prevention measures in several places refers to “awareness and information campaigns.”
In its introductory statement, the document differentiates between “awareness and information campaigns;” and stating them separately but connected together by the word “and” indicates that it is referring to cases that are be differentiated. 

It should be borne in mind that in order to inform, the awareness of the individual receiving the information is needed and, conversely, raising awareness about an issue sometimes requires the pertinent information. Stimulating awareness is vital to receiving information because otherwise the information falls into a vacuum without being incorporated because of the lack of awareness. 

Raising awareness may point to other areas of the psyche, other than the intellectual areas, that are capable of incorporating information. It can perhaps be inferred that “making aware” may include “sensitizing” to the information being received. But they are not equivalent terms and what is written is left up to interpretation by the reader—something that is dangerous in an international document. 

The response of awareness, awareness-building, in some way ensures sensitization. Information and awareness-building may entail a measure of indifference: “I am aware of what is happening,” which does not constitute a commitment if I do not at the same time make a commitment at the level of feelings (awareness), governed by a moral commitment that associates information with what is right and what is wrong on in daily life. (Without entering into ethical analyses of the topic). 

In the section on prevention measures, under mandates to member states, several of the proposed activities relate to “protection of minors,” which protection must be viewed as comprehensive in nature and therefore should be expressed as “comprehensive protection of minors.” 

This proviso is crucial as it has refers to full protection wherein children have a role, unlike the classical view of protection, which refers to a custodial protection of children. 

Under the same section on prevention, subsection 3 is being proposed as: “Strengthen the administration and monitoring of labor markets, including monitoring of recruitment processes.” 

In this regard it is suggested that the term recruitment be replaced in this case by job search or selection. This, based on recruitment as part of the terminology used when referring to victims of traffickers who recruit victims for that purpose, and in order to avoid confusion it is proposed that a synonym of the term be used instead. 

In the section on protection measures, under the mandates to member states segment, one of the subparagraphs of subsection 12 proposes:  “Ensuring that victims of human trafficking enjoy a period of reflection, without prejudice to their receiving protection, in order for them to decide on their participation in a judicial proceeding.”
In principle, this measure is considered to be unclear in terms of what is understood by a period of reflection.  It is, on the other hand, considered critical to the decision by victims in terms of their participation in the judicial phase and in support and advice received from professionals, especially psychologists and social workers. 

Under the same section, one of the topics of subsection 12 reads: “Ensure physical protection of victim or witnesses before, during, and after completion of a trial. Physical protection measures may include: confidentiality of identity ....”
Accordingly, including measures such as confidentiality of identity should not be stated as a possibility but rather as an obligation, because of the commitment undertaken by the states. In that regard, it is being recommended that the expression be replaced with: “... Physical protection measures should include: confidentiality of identity ....”
As part of that paragraph, especially as subparagraph 13 refers to demand, we believe it is necessary to revert to what was agreed on by member states at the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in Buenos Aires in April 2009, which recommended as item 46 of the final document of the meeting: “To promote initiatives to help to visualize the negative action of the so-called client or user insofar as that is the person feeding the cycle of sexual exploitation and is responsible for creating demand for trafficking for sexual exploitation purposes,” based on the belief articulated by member states that the negative action of the so-called client or user of trafficking for sexual exploitation purposes should be visualized (this was stated in the Preamble of the document).
We believe it is necessary to include a measure relating specifically to the Client or User, without prejudice to references to demand, because otherwise the hemispheric plan would give no account of the qualitative progress made in this area.
In the same paragraph, subparagraph 16 referring to the victims of human trafficking, we understand there would be a typing error and the word “no” should be included.
II. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS
In the section on prosecution, subsection 9 states:  “Ensure that the definition of trafficking in persons include different types of offenses....” This delegation believes that this is unclear in how it refers to offenses, and we understand that the reference is to forms of trafficking and is only a matter of translation; otherwise we would specifically request clarification of what is meant by the term “offense.” 

It should also be borne in mind: 

A-
That over 80% of victims of trafficking or human trafficking are women, according to international statistics; 

B-
That, among the activities identified there was no reference to activities to train health personnel, who in most cases are in contact with victims when mediating different forms of violence, especially in big cities; 

C-
That member states should incorporate into the primary and secondary school curricula everything that children need to know about the various measures or strategies typically used by trafficking networks, or by just an operator, to attract potential victims; 

D-
That various regional meetings have agreed that it is necessary to set up a Trafficking Observatory so as to have statistics to establish action plans – national, regional, and international – for the other activities identified in this draft to be successful; 

E-
That allocation of sufficient resources is also a matter of concern and, therefore, we suggest including in this draft the need to strengthen national and international cooperation channels; and 

F-
It would be desirable for the text to include a reference to the issue of budget.
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