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PRESENTATION BY THE SECRETARIAT FOR MULTIDIMENSIONAL SECURITY ON STEPS TAKEN TO COLLABORATE WITH THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR DISARMAMENT AFFAIRS TO STRENGTHEN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON TRANSPARENCY IN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS ACQUISITIONS
(April 6, 2010)
The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SSM), in support to the Member States efforts to promote transparency in armaments, is further examining the OAS Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (“Convention”), and the UN Register of Conventional Arms (“UNRegister”), given the strong links between both instruments. 

The SSM’s efforts are geared to assist the Member States to: 

· promote universal participation in the Convention, thus strengthening the instrument for transparency and accountability of arms acquisitions;

· encourage signing, ratifying or acceding to as the case may be, the Convention;

· contribute more fully to regional openness and transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons for the purpose of promoting confidence and security in the Hemisphere;

· promote a process to monitor the progress or their individual and collective efforts in the Hemisphere and of all the countries participating in the Convention;

· promote transparency in matters related to defense policy with regard to reduction of conventional weapons acquisition;

The following highlights the steps SSM is taking to strengthen the implementation of the Convention:     

1. Examine both instruments.

2. Learn more about the operation of the UN Register.

3. Identify the gaps in the implementation of both instruments for the OAS/SSM to act upon.

4. Identify areas of collaboration with THE United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA). 

5. Strengthen collaboration with UNODA through a cooperation agreement.

6. Identify common areas – both technical and procedural - in which the OAS can begin work. 

The Secretariat is also working to: 

7. Sign the Cooperation Agreement in the near future. (draft was discussed with UNODA and was sent to the Department of Legal Affairs). 

8. Seek a mandate for the SSM to act as the Technical Secretariat for the Convention.

9. Create a separate Web page for the Convention.

10. Finalize the Plan to synchronize the functioning and operation of the Convention and the UN Register. 
The SSM has held informal consultations with some delegations to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), to synchronize the functioning and operation of both instruments, for the presentation of the Member States reports, seeking the full implementation of the Convention. Moreover, in an effort to learn more about the operation of the UN Register, the SSM has discussed and exchanged information on the operation of the Convention with staff from the Conventional Arms Branch and the Regional Disarmament Branch of the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA).  On March 1-4, 2010, Abraham Stein and Gala Redington participated in the i) UN Regional Workshop on Strengthening the Implementation of the UN Program of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons for LAC, and ii) the Workshop on Transparency in Armaments for Latin American and the Caribbean States. 
UN Member States discussed transparency in conventional arms transfers, practical reporting to the UN Register, ways ahead to strengthen the UN Register’s confidence-building capacity, and the UN Standardized instrument for reporting military expenditures. Gathered in sub-regional groups: MERCOSUR, CAN, SICA-Mexico, and CARICOM, participants were encouraged to share their experiences and complement their national reports with views regarding the Register’s operation and possible ways of improvement. The OAS/SSM took this opportunity to share key reporting aspects of the Convention and the on-going collaborative work with the UN.

The SSM has identified the gaps in the operation of both instruments, and is in the process to strengthen and facilitate coordination and cooperation activities that have developed in these areas of mutual interest, through a Cooperation Agreement with the Office for Disarmament Affairs of the United Nations. 

The SSM expects that these actions will reinforce the Conference of States Parties, which has the general authority and responsibility for implementing the Convention. The Governments, during the Meetings of State Parties, are responsible for the technical review of the implementation of the Convention. The Technical Secretariat, exercised by the General Secretariat of the OAS, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, will assist the Member States in the process of reciprocal evaluation among the States Parties to the Convention, within the framework of the Meetings of States Parties to review how the States are implementing the provisions of the Convention. 

General Background on the implementation of the Convention and the UN Registry
The Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisition was adopted on June 7, 1999 with 20 signatories. There has been no new signatory since the adoption date. The Convention entered into force on November 21, 2002, with the deposit of the sixth (6th) instrument of ratification and/or accession.  Since then, seven (7) signatories have ratified and/or accessed the Convention, bringing up to thirteen (13) the Member States that have deposited their instruments of ratification and/or accession. 

In summary, 59% of OAS Member States have signed the Convention, and 65% of signatory States have ratified the Convention. That is, 38% of OAS Member states have ratified the Convention.   

The State Parties adopted the Convention considering their commitments to the United Nations and the Organization of American States to contribute more fully to openness and transparency by exchanging information on weapon systems covered by the United Register of Conventional Arms (Register).  


All thirty-five (35) OAS Member States have reported at least once to the UN Register. Nine (9) OAS Member States have reported to the Convention at least once. This number includes the report of The Bahamas, State not party to the Convention. 

In 2009, thirteen (13) OAS Member States reported to the UN Register, and eight (8) OAS Member States reported to the Convention 
/.  

There’s also been four (4) OAS Member States that submitted their UN report to the OAS in compliance with AG/RES. 2447 (XXXIX-O/09)
/ during the same period.  

It is also important to notice that the UN Register has been expanding its scope since inception. The instrument calls for data provided by Member States on arms transfers, as well as information on military holdings, procurement through national production, and information on Small Arms and Light Weapons. 

And, while not directly related to the OAS Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (“Convention”), or the UN Register of Conventional Arms (“UNRegister”), it should be noted that the Secretariat of Multidimensional Security, through its Department of Public Security, also collaborates extensively with the regional center of the UN Office of Disarmament Affairs. The UN Regional Center for Peace, Disarmament and Development (UN-LiREC) with headquarters in Lima, Peru, has a long history of collaboration with the OAS in the area of combating the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons. Most recently, the two organizations have been collaborating on an initiative to strengthen stockpile management and destruction practices in Central America, as well as in the development of a training course for law enforcement officials to recognize and combat the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms. 

Thank you.
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� 	As noted in the Annual Reports and Notifications of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITACC/CEP/doc.X/09).





� 	As noted in the CATALOGUE OF MEMBER STATES REPORTS PRESENTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY ISSUES CP/CSH/INF. 1128/09 rev. 1
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