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I. INTRODUCTION

To expedite preparations for the next regular session of the General Assembly, the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) suggests continuing the joint effort made in previous periods to maximize and streamline the work of this Committee with respect to the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the OAS General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

Accordingly, the Chair would like to recommend this operational and practical exercise for consideration, without thereby altering existing regulations or undermining in any way the right of member states to present proposals for possible consideration by the General Assembly. 

II. MANDATES

In accordance with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at its meetings of July 21 and September 7, 2011, the Permanent Council decided that, in the context of the functions established in Article 20 thereof, the CSH would be responsible for following up on the mandates assigned in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-first Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (CP/doc.4654/11 rev. 2), namely:

1.
AG/DEC. 66 (XLI-O/11)
Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas

2.
AG/RES. 2617 (XLI-O/11)
Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security

3.
AG/RES. 2618 (XLI-O/11)
Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

4.
AG/RES. 2619 (XLI-O/11)
Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean

5.
AG/RES. 2620 (XLI-O/11)
Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission

6.
AG/RES. 2621 (XLI-O/11)
Hemispheric Plan of Action on Drugs, 2011-2015

7.
AG/RES. 2622 (XLI-O/11)
Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission

8.
AG/RES. 2623 (XLI-O/11)
Model Legislation on Self-Propelled Submersible and Semi-Submersible Vessels

9.
AG/RES. 2624 (XLI-O/11)
Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)

10.
AG/RES. 2625 (XLI-O/11)
Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas

11.
AG/RES. 2626 (XLI-O/11)
International Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy
12.
AG/RES. 2627 (XLI-O/11)
Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

13.
AG/RES. 2628 (XLI-O/11)
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

14.
AG/RES. 2629 (XLI-O/11)
Follow-up to the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas

15.
AG/RES. 2630 (XLI-O/11)
The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone

16.
AG/RES. 2631 (XLI-O/11)
Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board
17.
AG/RES. 2632 (XLI-O/11)
Future of the Mission and Functions of the Instruments and Components of the Inter-American Defense System
From the fortieth regular session (2010):
18. AG/RES. 2533 (XL-O/10)
Disarmament and Nonproliferation in the Hemisphere 

19. AG/RES. 2534 (XL-O/10)
Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

20. AG/RES. 2543 (XL-O/10)
Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation

21. AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) 
Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere

22. Observations and recommendations on the following annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States): 

a. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

b. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)
c. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
III. METHODOLOGY

The following basic guidelines are proposed for the presentation and negotiation of resolutions: 

· Set April 13, 2012, as the deadline for submission of draft resolutions.

· Prepare draft resolutions that are more succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes:

· Make the texts as concise as possible; 

· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs;

· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs;

· Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions whose sole purpose is to renew mandates;

· Avoid unnecessary repetition of identical paragraphs in different resolutions and make general references to those mandates that delegations consider should be renewed, without this resulting in unnecessary drafting negotiations;

· Adopt standard formats for operative paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports;
· Consider the possibility of limiting the number of special meetings, courses, seminars, and other events requiring Regular Fund resources, in view of the Organization’s budgetary constraints.

· The Chair recognizes the value of informal negotiations in the quest for points of consensus and for that reason, when it proves difficult to reach an agreement, it will insist on the interested delegations meeting informally to try to overcome the hurdles.

· Begin and end meetings punctually, as scheduled.

· Limit the time allotted for negotiating each resolution (for example, 20 minutes per meeting). The time allotted will depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at the respective meeting.

· Submit in writing to the Secretariat any changes proposed during the course of negotiations.

· Avoid reading out statements in negotiation meetings; rather, when delegations deem it essential to deliver political messages, they should do so in documents that explain their positions.

· Debate the draft resolutions in chronological order; this arrangement may be changed if some delegations reach agreements in informal negotiations. If possible, draft resolutions to be negotiated will be grouped together under similar thematic areas.

· In the case of draft resolutions on existing topics or of topics on which resolutions already exist, the Chair proposes that only the new parts of the text be negotiated and that the states proposing the draft resolutions highlight the new text in bold to enable delegations to make a quick comparison between the texts. For the same reason, deleted passages should be shown in strikeout.

· Similarly, the Chair urges delegations to focus more on substance than on style during the deliberations. In cases where questions of style are important to a delegation, it is suggested that it wait until the draft is about to be approved, at which time the Committee will devote a short period of time to reviewing style.

· When submitting draft resolutions, delegations should identify thematic affinities, similarities, and complementarities with other draft resolutions to facilitate grouping topics together or merging texts and even the possibility of incorporating their efforts into “omnibus resolutions.”

· Delegations should consider incorporating “termination clauses” in draft resolutions, to address those issues or mandates that are not ongoing, providing for a term or period for fulfillment which it is not necessary to keep reiterating. 

· In keeping with the Agreement of the Permanent Council on the Inclusion of Footnotes and Annexation of Documents (CP/doc.4556/11), footnotes referring to any part of a draft resolution shall be limited to a maximum of two lines. For footnotes that exceed that length, the first two lines will begin on the corresponding page and the remainder of the note will continue at the end of the text of the draft resolution. Likewise, no documents should be appended to draft resolutions unless they are documents to be adopted or approved by the General Assembly, such as conventions, charters, and statutes. Any references to documents in the text of draft resolutions should be made using the appropriate title and classification and other identifying information such as the name, place, and date of the meeting where the document was considered. 

· Pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 983 (1797/11), “Amendment of Resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the Costing Process for Resolutions to Be Referred to the General Assembly for Consideration,” resolutions containing mandates with budgetary implications shall be sent to the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) for costing of said mandates.

· Delegations should consider submitting draft resolutions biennially or, possibly, triennially, in view of the already solid institutionalization of the respective topic or for the dynamics of fulfilling mandates to be long-term. In 2011, the following resolutions had two-year mandates:

· AG/RES. 2619 (XLI-O/11) – Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean 

· AG/RES. 2624 (XLI-O/11) – Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

Schedule for the consideration of draft resolutions

	April 9, 2012
	· Deadline for the presentation of new topics

	April 13, 2012 
	· Deadline for the submission of draft resolutions to the committees and working groups

	April 26, 2012
	· Date for working groups to submit draft resolutions and reports to their respective committees

	May 16, 2012
	· Last Permanent Council meeting before the General Assembly session


Dates on the CSH schedule for negotiation of draft resolutions
	April 3, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly 

	April 19, 2012 
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly

	April 26, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly

	May 3, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly

	May 10, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly

· Presentation of annual reports: CICTE, CICAD, IADB

	May 15, 2012
	· Consideration of draft resolutions for the General Assembly
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