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· It is a pleasure to be with all of you at the start of the 2012-2013 session of the Committee on Hemispheric Security. Allow me first to congratulate Ambassador Karran of Guyana on his election as Chair. On behalf of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, we very much look forward to working with you, Ambassador, the three Vice Chairs and the other distinguished delegates in advancing hemispheric security issues and in implementing our very robust hemispheric security resolution AG/RES. 2735. I think we can all agree that it promises to be a very busy, yet fulfilling year. Please count on the full support of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security as you lead this Committee.
· If you’d allow me, Chair, I’d like to refer briefly to the Draft Calendar of Activities that we have before us. This calendar is a very important and useful document for guiding the work of the committee over the coming 9 months and I think this document clearly reflects the mandates stemming from the single resolution AG/RES. 2735 that was approved last June. As we all remember, the drafting of this single resolution was a very new experience for both the Committee and the Secretariat. It is worth mentioning again that this Committee was able to successfully consolidate over 20 different resolutions into one single resolution with the purpose of streamlining mandates and improving the efficiency of the Organization’s time and resources. This accomplishment was well recognized during the General Assembly in Cochabamba. 
· However, we also need to remember that the drafting of this single resolution has been a process and I believe the implementation of the resolution will be something of a process as well. While the draft calendar of activities faithfully translates the mandates that have been assigned to both the Committee and the Secretariat through AG/RES. 2735, I think –based largely on some recent conversations I have had with member states-- there are other key hemispheric security issues that could be considered by this Committee over the upcoming term. 
· Specifically, there are a number of important transversal issues affecting the security of the citizens of the Hemisphere that are directly related to the work of this Committee.

· We spent quite a bit of time last year discussing the linkages between security and development. We know that advancing security means improving the conditions for social, economic and human development. Delegations will recall that a joint session of CHS-CEPCIDI was held last May, in which the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, together with the Secretariat for Integral Development outlined a number of areas in which synergies between these two areas could be more fully consolidated -- such as competitiveness and security, tourism security, and migration. These are important issues for all member states, but for regions such as Central America and the Caribbean, they are of critical importance and for this reason I would respectfully suggest that follow-up discussions on security and development could be included on the calendar. (Suggested date: session of March 14, 2013)
· In this same vein, and as the delegate of Mexico mentioned earlier, as a result of decisions taken during the Summit of the Americas in Cartagena earlier this year, important political discussions have been taking place throughout 2012 on the issue of transnational organized crime. Although this Committee will consider implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against TOC on October 4, in view of the cross-cutting nature of this topic, the committee may wish to consider organizing a meeting together with CAJP to comprehensively address the issues that have traditionally been looked at by MISPA, REMJA and the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime – issues such as drug trafficking, cyber-security, money laundering, corruption, penitentiary and prison reform, gangs and others that clearly impact the security of citizens throughout the Hemisphere. (Suggested dates: sessions of March 21, 2013 and April 11, 2013).
· With regards to drug trafficking in particular, I’d like to refer specifically to the drafting of the Hemispheric Drug Report. Although this issue will be covered in depth at the regular session of CICAD in November of this year, as well as other fora, I believe it would be useful for the Committee on Hemispheric Security to be briefed by SMS on progress made in this regard. (Suggested date: session of January 31, 2013)
· Finally, member states have crafted a very useful Hemispheric Plan of Action to Follow-Up on the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas. Although the Plan of Action was endorsed by AG/RES. 2735, no additional follow-up action by the Committee is currently contemplated. In view of the importance of this issue, and its direct relationship to the work of this Committee, I believe, Chair, that member states might wish to consider adding a session to report on implementation of this Hemispheric Plan of Action. (Suggested date: session of February 7, 2013)
· Chair, thank you very much for the opportunity to share my thoughts on how to further develop this Draft Calendar of Activities. I recognize these are only a few suggestions, but they are made in the full spirit of enhancing dialogue and coordination on topics we understand to be significant to the member states.
· As I stated earlier, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security stands ready to support the work of this Committee and to help meet the security needs of all member states.
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