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The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Honorable Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and is pleased to attach hereto the questions and bibliographical references it recommends in relation to consideration of the topic:  "Future and Mission of the Instruments and Components of the Inter-American Defense System."

The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the Honorable Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., December 7, 2012
To the
Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
  of the Organization of American States

Washington D.C. 
A.
Questions:
I.
Conceptual part.  The existence of an Inter-American Defense System
a. What do "defense" and "security" mean to your delegation? And what is the relation between the two in the hemispheric context?
b. What implications and connotations does the concept of an "Inter-American Defense System" have for your delegation?.
Inter-American Cooperation Policies in the Area of Defense
a. Does your country have a defense policy paper?
b. Who is/are responsible for implementing it?
c. What provisions are there for inter-American cooperation?
II.
Substantive part of the mandate
1.
Components of inter-American defense.  List and indication of which country is party to which.
1.1
What does your country regard as inter-American defense-related components?
a. The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty), including the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs convened under that treaty,
b. The Inter-American Defense Board and Inter-American Defense College,
c. The Committee on Hemispheric Security,
d. The OAS General Assembly,
e. The Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA)
f. The Meeting of Heads or Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces of the Hemisphere (by way of proposal)
g. The Inter-American Naval Conference (INC)
h. The Conference of American Armies (CAA)
i. The System of Cooperation Among the Air Forces of the Americas (SICOFFA)
Others



Please specify….
1.2.
What mission and functions does your country assign to each of them, especially those to which it belongs or in which it participates?
2.
Inter-American defense instruments. List and indication of which country is party to which.
2.1
What does your country regard as inter-American defense-related instruments?
a. The OAS Charter
b. The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty)
c. The Declarations of the Conferences of Defense Ministers of the Americas
d. The Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board
e. General Assembly resolutions on the subject 
Others
Please specify….
2.2.
To which of these instruments is your country party?
2.2.1.
What mission and functions does your country assign to each of those to which it is party or would like to be party?
2.3.
What other kinds of international instruments are there that your country recognizes as related to defense issues?.
In what context does your country place:
a. The American Treaty on Pacific Settlement or Pact of Bogota;
b. The Declaration on Security in the Americas.
B. Reports and documents prepared by the Secretariat, Organs or Committees of the Organization that are considered relevant for our discussions:
1. The work:  Secretariat for Legal Affairs. General Secretariat of the Organization of American States. "The Inter-American System:  Treaties, Conventions and Other Documents":  Volume I:  Legal and Political Affairs:  Chapter IX. The System for the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes, Chapter X. The Collective Security System; Chapter XII: Link between the Inter-American Pacific Settlement and Collective Security Systems and the United Nations Peacekeeping System.
2. Documents proposed for defining the relationship between the OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board: The specialized agency option and the entity option. (Presented by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security at the meeting held on March 29, 2005. CP/CSH-680/05 rev. 1. English original. To be attached
3.
Legal Opinion on the relationship between the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Defense Board: "Legal Options for Adopting the Stepdaughter of the Organization," prepared by the Director of the Department of Legal Services, Mr. William M. Berenson. CSH/GT/ADS-14/04. 20 February 2004 English original.
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