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I. Definition of the Inter-American defense system

· Does your delegation consider the following are among the main components of the inter-American defense system?
a. Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs

b. The OAS General Assembly

c. The Committee on Hemispheric Security

d. The Inter-American Defense Board and Inter-American Defense College,

e. The Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA) 

f. The Inter-American Naval Conference (INC)

g. The Conference of American Armies (CAA)

h. The System of Cooperation Among the Air Forces of the Americas (SICOFFA)

i. Subregional defense organizations

· Regional Security System (RRS)

· Conference of the Central American Armed Forced (CFAC) 

· South America Defense Council (SADC)
/
· Does your delegation consider the following are among the main instruments of the inter-American defense system?
a. The OAS Charter

b. The Declaration on Security in the Americas

c. The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty)

d. The Declarations of the Conferences of Defense Ministers of the Americas

e. The Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board

f. General Assembly resolutions on the subject 

g. The American Treaty on Pacific Settlement (Pact of Bogota) 

h. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC)

II. Diagnostic assessment of current situation

· What other components or mechanisms should be included in order to facilitate a discussion about the future of the mission and functions of the components of the inter-American defense system?

· What other instruments or mechanisms should be included in order to facilitate a discussion about the future of the mission and functions of the instruments of the inter-American defense system?

III. Future
· What are the threats and challenges our states face and how are they being addressed at the hemispheric level through existing hemispheric defense institutions?
· How can a) the mission and functions of the components of the inter-American defense system, and b) the mission and functions of the instruments of the inter-American defense system best serve the future needs and requirements of that system?
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�.	The delegation of Paraguay must point out that any decision taken by the South American Defense Council without the participation of the Republic of Paraguay, in violation of the provisions of set forth in Article 12 of the Treaty establishing UNASUR and in binding rules of public international law, which are enshrined in such international instruments as the United Nations Charter and the Charter of the Organization of American States, lacks validity. In fact, on June 29, 2012, stepping outside of the provisions in force and without any legal basis whatsoever, the Council of Heads of State and Government of UNASUR took the decision to arbitrarily suspend the Republic of Paraguay from participation in the organs and institutions of that integration mechanism.  Paraguay views that measure–and the concomitant move to promote its suspension from the forums and mechanisms for dialogue and policy coordination in the region–as clearly interventionist in nature and as downplaying the commitment expressed in the founding treaty to build, in a participatory and consensual manner, a forum for integration and union among the South American states, in accordance with the position of the Republic of Paraguay, expressed in the relevant Press Releases issued by the Paraguayan Foreign Ministry.





