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The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat– Committee on Hemispheric Security – of the Organization of American States (OAS) and has the honor to refer to that Committee’s meetings on the “Future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system.”


In that connection, in response to an invitation from the Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Bayney Karran, in the framework of the Second Meeting on this topic, held in Washington, on February 27, 2013, the Permanent Mission of Chile forwards herewith the document “Perspectives and Input of the Republic of Chile for the discussion on the ‘Future of the Mission and Functions of the Instruments and components of the inter-American defense system.’”


The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat– Committee on Hemispheric Security – of the Organization of American States the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 12, 2013

PERSPECTIVES AND INPUT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHILE FOR THE DISCUSSION ON THE “FUTURE OF THE MISSION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE INSTRUMENTS AND COMPONENTS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEENSE SYSTEM”

1.
Background

1.1 In the framework of the second meeting on the “Future of the Mission and Functions of the Instruments and Components of the Inter-American Defense System,” held in Washington, D.C., on February 27, 2013, the Committee on Hemispheric Security invited the countries to send in their comments and input for the discussion to take place during the last meeting, scheduled for March 21.

1.2 In that regard, Chile wishes to share with the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the rest of the countries its perspectives and input on the Future of the Mission and Functions of the Instruments and Components of the Inter-American Defense System (IADS).

2.
Chile's perspectives on the discussion regarding the IADS and its importance in the region.

2.1 In principle, our country appreciates and commends the work done by the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in relation to the meetings on the future and mission of IADS. The current debate provides a good opportunity for the countries to present their views and input on the so-called inter-American defense system. Our country supports positive debate that generates ideas that can help strengthen the instruments and components of the IADS.

2.2 Under Chile’s Foreign Policy and Defense Policy, cooperation is considered one of its main lines of action. Accordingly, Chile invests considerably in cooperation in the area of defense, at both the bilateral and multilateral levels. Not only is this policy applied at the hemispheric level, but also at the regional and sub-regional levels, such as in the South American Defense Council of UNASUR.

2.3 Chile believes that multilateral structures and dynamics should be complementary. Accordingly, our country has made significant contributions at both the hemispheric and sub-regional levels, taking initiative and making contributions particularly in the area of transparency and confidence- and security-building measures.

3.
Chile's perspectives on inter-American defense and security issues 

3.1 The instruments and components of the inter-American defense system are valuable elements which, for many years, have created a dynamic of cooperation, dialogue, and integration. This represents, for Chile, a political and diplomatic investment that has transcended its historical origins and can be promoted over time. Chile therefore feels that said instruments and components can continue to generate substantive work to benefit the countries of the Hemisphere.

3.2 In the short term, a process could be embarked on to organize and coordinate the components of the IADS to do a better job. In principle, it is not deemed necessary to replace or reformulate the currently recognized components of the IADS. The important issue is to establish goals and a working agenda as a first step to assess how best to interconnect the components of the IADS. The problem is not, per se, the “functioning” of the components of the inter-American defense system. The key issue is the degree of commitment by the countries that are responsible for its proper functioning.

3.3 In that sense, it is important for the countries to express political will and take responsibility for the components of the IADS to achieve their goals. The countries are the ones that are called upon to produce the necessary dynamics and work proposals. At the Tenth Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, for example, Chile presented a proposal on a “Mechanism for Information-Sharing on Natural Disaster Support Capabilities” to produce, under the purview of the CDMA, a proposal to serve as a specific initiative to help the countries of the region.

3.4 In that regard, Chile believes that cooperation in the area of defense should be the main objective and agenda of the inter-American system. This “cooperation agenda” should be reflected as well in concrete and specific proposals on relevant and timely issues to address, depending on how topical and urgent they are.

4.
Inter-American Defense Board

4.1
Although the IADB was created in 1942 in a hemispheric context different from what it is today, the current statutes were enacted in 2006, establishing the Board as an agency of the OAS for the purpose of providing technical advice and advisory and educational services on issues related to military and defense matters in the Hemisphere, the OAS, and its member states. In that sense, our country believes that the IADB is not an obsolete structure. To the contrary, taking into consideration the 2006 Statutes, which establish its nature, purpose, and functions, the IADB is a current and valid component of the inter-American arena.

4.2
The structure and operations of the Board are inspired by the principles of civilian oversight and subordination of military institutions to civilian authority, in keeping with the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and are based as well on the principle of democratic make-up of its authorities.

4.3
The Board's mandate comes from the General Assembly of the OAS; its tasks are derived from its own statutes and from the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly itself; its Annual Work Plan is submitted to the CSH; and it presents an annual report to the OAS.

4.4
For the enhancement of the Board's role, and in accordance with its statutes, the member states are responsible for instructing the IADB to produce studies, analyses, and reports on matters within its competence.

4.5
In addition, for the purposes of the foregoing and in a bid to improve its capabilities, the member states should provide the Board with adequate human resources, according to their own abilities and availability.

4.6
As one way to enhance the role and work of the IADB in accordance with its statutes, we envisage the following:

· Assigning the IADB responsibility for coordinating the hemispheric military conferences (CEA, CNI, and SICOFAA ).

· Including the IADB in the coordination and administration of the hemispheric defense ministerial, making the Board the link between the CDMA and the OAS.

· For purposes of the foregoing, moving forward in assigning the IADB the functions Permanent Technical Secretariat to the CDMA, to replace its current role to support the Pro-Tempore Secretariat as needed by the latter.

· CDMA awareness and endorsement of the Annual Work Plan to be submitted to the CSH.
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