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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION AG/RES 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “advancing HEMISPHERIC SECURITY: A MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH” RELATIng TO THE SECTION “The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone”

Mandate: At its forty-fourth regular session, the General Assembly adopted Resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” which renewed its support for the efforts of Member States to rid their territories of antipersonnel landmines, destroy their stockpiles, and convert the Americas into the world’s first antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone. In addition, the General Assembly urged Member States, permanent observers, international organizations, and the international community to consider strengthening their technical and financial support for the General Secretariat’s Program of Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (known as AICMA for it initials in Spanish). The AICMA program, under the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, in turn, provides financial, technical, logistical and administrative support to Member States that have requested assistance for their national plans.

General: The AICMA program supports a wide range of mine action activities including: (a) humanitarian demining; (b) mine-risk education; (c) physical and psychological rehabilitation of landmine victims and their socioeconomic reintegration; (d) destruction of stockpiled mines; and (f) promotion of a ban on the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines. In each field of action, AICMA’s goal is to reestablish safe, secure and productive living conditions for mine-affected communities.

These activities are coordinated and supported through AICMA with technical assistance from the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and financial and in-kind contributions from major international donors. During 2014, the governments of Belgium, Italy and the United States provided contributions totaling more than US$ 3 million to continue the program, and AICMA signed contribution agreements with the European Commission and the United Nations Mine Action Service to receive an additional US$ 370 thousand for support of quality management activities in Colombia. Through the IADB, the government of Brazil contributed personnel to provide technical advice and training on demining activities to the Colombian military, while Spain offered specialized training to beneficiary countries through its International Demining Center. 

The AICMA program also has close and productive relationships with international and non-governmental organizations, including components of the United Nations system, in the full range of its activities. All partners seek to strengthen the national capacity of the Member States assisted, but the national authorities of the supported governments determine the success of their national demining plans as they invest human and material resources, according to their capabilities and the concept of national ownership.

Since the successful completion of all humanitarian demining in Central America in 2010, the AICMA program has continued its support of various activities in Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. Ecuador and Peru assumed full national ownership for management and financing of their mine clearance efforts in 2014, while Colombia continues to receive significant material and financial support through AICMA. In addition, the OAS program supported the provision of physical and psychological rehabilitation services for landmine accident survivors in Peru and Colombia in 2015. 

Activities in Colombia: During 2014, Colombia’s mine action program projected significant growth over the next three years, both in the fielding of new demining units from the Colombian Military Forces, as well as through the accreditation of civilian demining organizations. Advances in peace talks between negotiators from the government and non-state armed groups have further boosted efforts to eradicate the mine problem in Colombia as soon as possible. In order to prepare for an anticipated surge in humanitarian demining activities in a post-conflict situation, the government is planning to increase its institutional capacity with the formation of new demining teams, which will increase the number of military deminers to about 700 by the end of 2016. The national mine action authority is also working to streamline the accreditation process for civilian demining organizations to increase available capacity, as well. 
Last year, AICMA assisted Colombia in clearing 525,091 square meters of land, destroying 95 improvised mines or unexploded ordnance posing a threat to the population. With AICMA’s assistance, Colombia also released more than 1,400,000 square meters of land in suspected mined areas without the need for time-consuming clearance operations by using a rigorous non-technical survey process based on international standards. The non-technical survey process allows for displaced families to return to their communities sooner and under safe conditions. These efforts were financed by the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement of the United States Department of State. Besides its role in demining processes, AICMA also carried out complementary actions in that are critical to the socio-economic recovery of affected areas. As part of its community liaison component, AICMA conducted mine-risk education campaigns on the dangers and consequences of mines in eight municipalities during 2014, contacting some four thousand men, women and children. In response to landmine survivors and unexploded ordnance, AICMA also continued assistance in the physical and psychosocial rehabilitation and vocational training for 109 Colombian survivors. In addition, micro-financing of productive projects benefitted some 289 people, including landmine victims, living in vulnerable areas to assist their socio-economic recovery. 

Within Colombia’s program, AICMA also carries out critical functions in applying the quality management system on behalf of the national mine action authority. Specifically, AICMA monitors all mine clearance operations to ensure compliance with national and international standards and provides quality control by inspecting all cleared areas. In addition, the AICMA mission in Colombia reviews the structure, procedures and operational capacity of humanitarian demining organizations, whether government or civilian, and provides technical comments and recommendations on accreditation. This process resulted in the accreditation of the HALO Trust, an internationally recognized humanitarian demining organization, which now deploys some 160 Colombian civilian deminers in the field. In 2014, the AICMA monitoring and evaluation component monitored nearly 400 non-technical survey reports by military and civilian demining teams and conducted 520 on-site monitoring visits to mine clearance sites to ensure that all activities were carried out according to approved operating procedures and national standards. 

Activities in Ecuador and Peru: During 2014, AICMA’s victim assistance effort included provision of specialized services to 35 survivors in Peru. Meanwhile, four Ecuadorian survivors received assistance to complete their physical and psychological rehabilitation, as well as basic assistance for their socio-economic reintegration process in order to achieve an adequate level of economic independence. This project is expected to conclude in April 2015 after assisting some 90 landmine survivors, thanks to support from a grant from the Government of Belgium, after which national authorities will assume full responsibility for subsequent care and services.

Regional Training: Leveraging its regional approach, AICMA offered training activities to its partners during 2014. In collaboration with Spain’s Ministry of Defense and the Inter-American Defense Board, AICMA facilitated two iterations of a professional course on humanitarian demining and explosive ordnance disposal from 17 February to 11 April 2014 and again from 2 February to 27 March 2015 at the Spanish Army Engineer Academy’s International Demining Center in Hoyo de Manzanares, Spain. The course represents a unique opportunity for high-quality, highly technical training leading to certification of supervisors and trainers in the destruction and neutralization of explosive artifacts according to International Standards. A total of twenty-six students, representing Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay and the AICMA program, successfully completed the course, which is offered annually.

Third Review Conference of the Ottawa Convention: In June 2014, the General Coordinator of the AICMA Program and the Chief of Mission of AICMA-Colombia participated in the Conference in Maputo, Mozambique. The objective of the meeting was to review progress and continuing challenges facing the 161 States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction. Participants evaluated the status of the Convention since the publication of the Cartagena Action Plan at the Cartagena Summit on a Mine-Free World in 2009. The process, which produced the  Maputo Action Plan (attached) made several notable observations relevant to the Americas:

· OAS Member States that previously produced antipersonnel landmines and are now States Parties to the Convention have ceased their production;

· Non-state armed groups have continued to use antipersonnel landmines in Colombia;

· All OAS Member States that are States Parties have complied with their commitment to destroy their antipersonnel landmine stockpiles;

· Two OAS Member States that are States Parties, Nicaragua and Venezuela, have completed their mine clearance obligations since the Cartagena Summit;

· Five Member States have received approval for extension of their clearance deadlines, including Argentina (1 January 2020), Chile (1 March 2020), Colombia (1 March 2021), Ecuador (1 October 2017), and Peru (1 March 2017);

· Colombia and Peru are among the States Parties with significant numbers of landmine victims and have comprehensive programs in place to provide them with assistance.

Resource Mobilization: Fundraising to support mine action has become increasingly difficult as the international donor community focuses on other priorities, especially given the challenging circumstances of the global economy. The need for financial resources to support the program in Colombia will continue to increase in order to support plans for development of additional mine clearance capacity and adapt to the potential challenges and opportunities of a post-conflict environment. Limited availability of funding from international donors is driving efforts to promote greater efficiencies and effective use of available resources for demining operations, as well as greater reliance on national budgets to support mine action activities.

Conclusion: Mines and unexploded ordnance continue to have a serious humanitarian and socio-economic impact on OAS Member States. The presence of landmines still blocks resettlement and development in mine-affected states. Moreover, the victims of these devices require long-term medical services and socio-economic assistance. The AICMA program will continue to support the development of solutions to these problems but can do so only with continued donor support. The continuation of these efforts increasingly depends upon greater ownership of national programs by the affected Member States, complemented whenever possible by support from the international community. The progress already achieved demonstrates that the goal of making the Americas a landmine-free zone is achievable while the Organization and its Member States maintain their commitment to this end.


ANNEX
Maputo Plan of Action: link
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP34312E01.DOC�








PAGE  

